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Acts-Paulines 
[This document contains the book of 

Acts with Paulôs letters embedded at 

the places where, in the story line, he 

wrote them.  They start after Acts 14; 

click the link to go to each one: 

Galatians, 

(The book of James is also em-

bedded, based on the similarity 

of its subject matter, near the 

time of the letter from the Je-

rusalem Council to the Gen-

tiles.  It follows Acts 15:35.) 

1 Thessalonians, 

2 Thessalonians, 

1 Corinthians, 

2 Corinthians, and 

Romans. 

Paul wrote his other letters after the 

conclusion of Acts, so they are found 

after Acts 28, in the order written: 

Ephesians, 

Colossians, 

Philemon, 

Philippians, 

1 Timothy, 

Titus, and 

2 Timothy. 

As an aid in understanding and re-

taining the history, see the overall 

timelines to the right.  The readings 

start on the next page.]  

 

[City names, e.g. Jerusalem, are linked 

to a map showing where the city is.]  

 

Roman Timeline 
 

BC  Roman Caesars 

49 0
th
 Julius: assassinated 

 March 15, 44 BC 

  1
st
 ñkingò by Jewish count 

44  No Caesar in charge until: 

27 1
st
 Augustus: natural death (AD14) 

  1
st
 emperor by Roman count 

AD  
12 2

nd
 Tiberias: co-rex with sick 

August over provinces; so 

his 15
th
 (provincial) year was 

AD 26, when John, and later 

Jesus, began to minister  

14 2
nd

 Tiberias: sole; natural death 

37 3
rd
 Gaius (Caligula): assassinated 

41 4
th
 Claudius: poisoned by wife 

54 5
th
 Nero: committed suicide in 

 June of AD 68 

 

 Three usurpers not of the 

Ceasar dynasty/family: 

68 -6
th
 Galba: deposed quickly 

68 -6
th
 Otho: deposed quickly 

68 -6
th
 Vitellius: deposed quickly 

 

 Savior of Rome on the brink 

of collapse: 

69 6
th
 Vespasian: natural death 

79 7
th
 Titus: natural death (fever) 

81 8
th
 Domitian:  

96 9
th
 Nerva:  

98 10
th
 Trajan:  

117 11
th
 Hadrian:  

138 ...  

 

See also on-line another Acts Timeline. 

Acts Timeline 
 

AD Timeline Deduced from Acts 

 Secular history of Rome in blue 

 [P&B = Paul and Barnabas] 

12,14 Tiberias: became 2
nd

 emperor 

30 Jesus crucified, resurrected 

33~ Steven stoned: 1
st
 Jew-Ch. martyr 

(7:54-8:1) 

34~ Paul converted (apostle to Gentiles) 

(9:1-19) 

37 Gaius (Caligula): 3
rd
 emperor 

37~ Paul meets w/Peter 15 da. in Jeru. 

(3 yrs after conversion: Ga 1:18) 

 Peter Heals Aeneas in Lydda 

(9:32-35) 

 Peter Raises Dorcas in Joppa 

(9:36-43) 

 Cornelius calls for Peter: 

HS given to Gentiles  (10:1-48) 

?? P&B in Antioch for 1 yr   (11:26) 

41 Claudius: becomes 4
th
 emperor 

41 Agabus predicts famine    (11:28) 

 P&B take gift from 

Antioch to Judea  (11:30) 

 Herod kills James, & imprisons 

 Peter, who escapes miraculously 

(during Days of UB: 12:2, 3-4) 

43/44 Paulôs vision of 3
rd
 heaven 

(14 yrs before 2Cor 12:2) 

44 Herod Agrippa (I) dies of worms 

(12:23) 

 P&B return from Jeru. to Antioch 

(12:25) 

46~ P&B begin their 1
st
 Mission Trip 

(13:4) 

48~ P&B + Titus back to Jerusalem  

(14 yrs after conversion: Ga 2:1); 

 P&B (+ Titus?) back to Antioch 

(by implication of 15:1~  Ga 2:1) 

49~ Paul writes to the Galatians; 

 Council of Jerusalem: letter to Gen 

 James, the brother of the Lord, 

 may have written his letter here 

 P&B take letter back to Antioch; 

 B&Mark go to Cypress and 

 P&Silas: Pôs 2
nd

 mission trip: 

  Lystra-Derbe-Iconium (Timo-

thy), not (Asia, Bithynia), 

Troas (Luke), Philippi (P&S 

in prison), Thessalonica, 

Berea, Athens, Corinth (18:1) 

(Aquila, Pricilla; 1 yr 6 mos) 

50~ P writes 2 letters to Thessalonica 

53 P before Gallioôs judgment seat 

(18:12) 

 P leaves Corinth w/P&A  (18:18) 

 P leaves P&A in Ephesus(18:19b) 

 Pôs 3
rd
 mission trip; back to 

Ephesus 3mos, 2yrs (19:1-10)  

54 Claudius: poisoned by wife 

 Nero: becomes 5
th
 emperor 

56/57 P writes 1Cor  while at Ephesus 

 P sends Tim., Erastus to Macedonia 

(19:22)  

 Riot in Ephesus (19:23-41) 

57/58 P writes 2Cor from Ma. before/aft: 

 P to Macedonia, Corinth: 3 mos, 

then back to Macedonia (20:1-3) 

 (P visited Corinth 3 times: 2Cor 

12:14, 13:1; 2
nd

/3
rd
 unrecorded)  

 P writes Romans while at Corinth 

 P&Co. meet in Troas (ch 20) 

 P&Co. go to Jerusalem (ch 21) 

 Arrested, P before Felix (ch 24) 

 Felix holds P for 2 yrs (24:27) 

59-60 P sails for Rome (ch 27) 

 P writes Ephesians, Colossians, 

Philemon, Philippians, 

1 Timothy, Titus, 2 Timothy 
68 5

th
 Nero: commits suicide 
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Acts 1   [ AD 30]  

[The events in Acts span ~30 years, 

starting with a summary of the 40 

days after Jesusô resurrection in AD 30 

(vv2b-11, moved to parallel the end of 

the Gospels), and ending with Paul in 

prison in Rome in AD 59.  Most of Paulôs 

letters were written during this time, 

none later than AD 60 (all but Eph, Col, 

Phm, Php, 1&2 Tim, and Titus) and 

all are included in this document.] 

[Steve Gregg: Acts 1:1 - 1:8]  

Summary of Jesusô Last 40 Days 

1 ¶  The former account I made, O 

Theophilus, [was] of all that Jesus 

began both to do and teach,  2a  until 

the day in which He was taken up, ... 

[2b-11 parallel the end of the Gospels]  

[Steve Gregg: Acts 1:9 - 2:13]  

The Disciples Pray in the Upper Room 

12 ¶  Then they [the disciples] returned to 

Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 

which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath dayôs 

journey.  13  And when they had entered, 

they went up into the upper room where 

they [the eleven] were staying: 

Peter, 

James, 

John, and 

Andrew; 

Philip and 

Thomas; 

Bartholomew and 

Matthew; 

 [Cf. Mt 10:3 || Mk 3:18 || Lu 

6:15 Sep 30 ñThaddaeusò:] 

James the son of Alphaeus and 

Simon the Zealot; and 

Judas the son of James.  14 

[Cf. Mt 10:2b-4 || Mk 3:16-19a 

|| Lu 6:14-16 Sep 30 end] 

These all continued with one accord in 

prayer and supplication, with 

the women and 

Mary the mother of Jesus, and with 

His brothers. 

 

Matthias Replaces Judas 

15 ¶  And in those days Peter stood up 

in the midst of the disciples (altogether 

the number of names was about a hun-

dred and twenty [~120]), and said,  16 

ñMen and brethren, this Scripture had 

to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit 

spoke before by the mouth of David 

concerning Judas, who became a 

guide to those who arrested Jesus;  17  

for he was numbered with us and 

obtained a part in this ministry.ò  18 

(Now this man purchased a field with 

the wages of iniquity [cf. Mt 27:3-10] ; 

and falling headlong, he burst open in 

the middle and all his entrails gushed 

out.  19  And it became known to all 

those dwelling in Jerusalem; so that 

field is called in their own language, 

Akel Dama, that is, Field of Blood.)  20 

ñFor it is written in the book of Psalms: 

óLet his dwelling place be desolate, 

And let no one live in itô; 

Psalm 69:25 

Let their dwelling place be desolate 

__ Let no one live in their tents. 

and, 

óLet another take his office.ô  21 

Psalm 109:8 

Let his days be few; and 

Let another take his office. 

Therefore, of these men who have 

accompanied us all the time that the 

Lord Jesus went in and out among us,  

22  beginning from the baptism of John 

to that day when He was taken up from 

us, one of these must become a witness 

with us of His resurrection.ò  23 

And they proposed two [2] : 

Joseph [ñlet him addò (Hebrew)] 

called Barsabas [ñson of Sabas 

(or Tsaba)ò (Aramaic)], 

 who was surnamed Justus 

[ñjustò (Latin)], and 

Matthias [ñgift of Godò].  24 

And they prayed and said, 

ñYou, O Lord, who know the hearts of 

all, show which of these two [2]  You 

have chosen  25  to take part in this 

ministry and apostleship, from which 

Judas by transgression fell, that he 

might go to his own place.ò  26 

And they cast their lots, and the lot fell 

on Matthias.  And he was numbered 

with the eleven [11]  apostles [for a 

total of 12 again]. 

[Birthday of the Church]  

[Sunday, May 21, AD 30]  

Acts 2    

The Promise of the Spirit Fulfilled 

2:1 ¶  When the Day of Pentecost had 

fully come [daytime, 50
th
 day of 50 start-

ing with His resurrection: Le 23] , they 

were all with one accord in one place.  

2  And suddenly there came a sound from 

heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, 

and it filled the whole house where they 

were sitting.  3  Then there appeared to 

them divided tongues, as of fire, and 

one sat upon each of them [ Is 4:5] .  4  

And they were all filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to speak with other 

tongues, as the Spirit gave them utter-

ance. 

 

5 ¶  And there were dwelling in Jerusalem 

Jews, devout men, from every nation 

under heaven.  6  And when this sound 

[v2]  occurred, the multitude came 

together, and were confused, because 

everyone heard them speak in his own 

language.  7  Then they were all amazed 

and marveled, saying to one another, 

ñLook, are not all these who speak 

Galileans?  8  And how is it that we 

hear, each in our own language in 

which we were born?  9  Parthians and 

Medes and Elamites, those dwelling 

in Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappa-

docia, Pontus, and Asia,  10  Phrygia 

and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts 

of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors 

from Rome, both Jews and proselytes 

[Gentile converts to Judaism] ,  11  

Cretans and Arabs ïï we hear them 

speaking in our own tongues the 

wonderful works of God.ò  12 

So they were all amazed and perplexed, 

saying to one another, 

ñWhatever could this mean?ò  13 

Others mocking said, 

ñThey are full of new wine.ò 

 

[Steve Gregg: Acts 2:14 - 2:39]  

Peterôs First Sermon, at Pentecost 

14 ¶  But Peter, standing up with the 

eleven [11] , raised his voice and said 

to them, 

ñMen of Judea and all who dwell in 

Jerusalem, let this be known to you, 

and heed my words.  15  For these are 

not drunk, as you suppose, since it is 

only the third hour of the day [~9 AM] . 
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16  But this is what was spoken by the 

prophet Joel:  17a 

óAnd it shall come to pass 

 in the last daysô, says God, óthat 

I will pour out of My Spirit 

   on all flesh; 

 Your sons and your daughters 

  shall prophesy,  17c 

 Your old men 

  shall dream dreams,  17b 

 Your young men 

  shall see visions.  18 

 And ___ 

  on My menservants and 

  on My maidservants 

I will pour out My Spirit 

  in those days; And 

  they shall prophesy.  19 

I will show wonders 

  in __  heaven_ above And signs 

 in the land [earth] beneath: 

  blood and 

  fire and [Jerusalem burning] 

  vapor of smoke;  20 

  the sun shall be turned 

   into darkness, And 

  the moon 

   into blood, 

 Before the coming of 

  the great and awesome 

   day of YHWH.  21 

 And it shall come to pass that 

  whoever calls on 

   the name of YHWH [Jn 3:16]  

  shall be saved.ô  22 

[spiritual Zion/Jerusalem Ą]  

 

[Cp. Mt 24:29 || Mk 13:24-25 

|| Lu 21:25-26 Oct 27] 

 

 

 

Joel 2:28-32 

And it shall come to pass 

 afterward   that 

I will pour out My Spirit 

on all flesh; 

Your sons and your daughters 

shall prophesy, 

Your old men 

shall dream dreams, 

Your young men 

shall see visions.  29 

And also 

on My menservants and 

on My maidservants 

I will pour out My Spirit 

in those days.  30  And 

[ă inspired, Peter added] 

I will show wonders 

in the heavens _____ and ____ 

in the land [earth] ______: 

blood and 

fire and   [ judgment: AD 70]  

pillars of smoke;  31 

the sun shall be turned 

into darkness, And 

the moon 

into blood, 

Before the coming of 

the great and awesome 

day of YHWH.  32 

And it shall come to pass that 

whoever calls on 

 the name of YHWH  

shall be saved. 

For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem 

 there shall be deliverance, 

 as YHWH has said, 

among the remnant 

 whom YHWH calls.ò 

Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus 

of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to 

you by miracles, wonders, and signs, 

that God did through Him in your 

midst, as you yourselves also know ïï  

23  Him, being delivered by the deter-

mined purpose and foreknowledge of 

God, you have taken by lawless hands, 

have crucified, and put to death;  24  

whom God raised up, having loosed 

the pains of death, because it was not 

possible that He should be held by it.  

25  For David says concerning Him: 

 [
Ć
 Greek: kurios, the LORD]  

óI foresaw YHWH always before my face, 

For   He is at my right hand, that 

 I may not be shaken.  26 

Therefore 

 my heart rejoiced, and 

 my tongue was glad; Moreover 

 my flesh also will rest in hope.  27 

For You will not leave my soul 

 in Hades [the grave, the pit, death], 

Nor will You allow Your Holy One 

 to see corruption.  28a 

You have made known to me 

 the ways of life;  28c 

In Your presence  28b 

 You will make me full of joy.ô 29 

[parallel equivalent to the latter Ą]  

 
Men and brethren, let me speak freely 

to you of the patriarch David, that he is 

both dead and buried, and his tomb is 

with us to this day.  30  Therefore, being 

a prophet, and knowing that God had 

sworn with an oath to him that of the 

fruit of his body, according to the flesh, 

He would raise up the Christ to sit on 

his throne,  31  he, foreseeing this, spoke 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Note: óHadesô is used in Greek where 

óSheolô was in Hebrew, so they mean 

the same: the grave, the pit, the place 

of the dead 
Ć
 ]  

 

Psalm 16:8-11 

I have set YHWH always before me; 

Because He is at my right hand ___ 

 I shall not be moved.  9 

Therefore 

 my heart is glad, and 

 my glory rejoices;    

 my flesh also will rest in hope.  10 

For You will not leave my soul 

 in Sheol [the grave, the pit, death], 

Nor will You allow Your Holy One 

 to see corruption.  11 

You will show     me 

 the path of life; 

In Your presence 

 is fullness of joy; 

At Your right hand 

 are pleasures forevermore. 

 

 

[Hence, the passage ą is not about 

David, but the Christ/Messiah.] 

[ă David was a prophet]  
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concerning the resurrection of the Christ, 

that His soul was not left in Hades [the 

grave, death] , nor did His flesh see cor-

ruption.  32  This Jesus God has raised 

up, of which we are all witnesses.  33  

Therefore being exalted to the right hand 

of God, and having received from the 

Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, 

He [the Son] poured out [v17a] this 

that you now see and hear [i.e., they 

see and hear the effect of the Spirit] .  34  

For David did not ascend into the heav-

ens, but he says himself: 

[
Ć
 Greek: kurios, the LORD]  

óYHWH said to my Lord [Gr. kurios], 

 ñSit at My right hand,  35 

   Till  I make Your enemies 

   Your footstool.òô  36 

Psalm 110:1 (and 2-4) 

YHWH said to my Lord [Adonai], 

 ñSit at My right hand, 

   Till  I make Your enemies 

    Your footstool.ò  2 

YHWH shall send 

 the rod of Your strength 

  out of Zion. 

Rule in the midst of Your enemies! 3 

Your people shall be volunteers 

 in the day of Your power; 

 in the splendor [beauties] of holiness, 

 from the womb of the morning, 

You have the dew of Your youth.  4 

YHWH has sworn and will not relent, 

 ñYou are a priest forever 

  according to 

   the order of Melchizedek.ò 
 

Therefore let all the house of Israel 

know assuredly that God has made 

this Jesus, whom you crucified, both 

Lord and Christ.ò 
 

37 ¶  Now when they heard this, they were 

cut to the heart, and said to Peter and 

the rest of the apostles, 

ñMen and brethren, what shall we do?ò 

38  Then Peter said to them, 

ñRepent, and let every one of you be 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 

for the remission of sins; and you shall 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  39  

For the promise [of the HS] is to you 

and to your children, and to all who 

are afar off, as many as the Lord our 

God will call.ò  40 

[Steve Gregg: Acts 2:40 - 2:47]  

And with many other words he testified 

and exhorted them, saying, 

ñBe saved from this perverse genera-

tion.ò  41  [cf. This Generation]  

Then those who gladly received his 

word were baptized [ that same day] ; 

and that day about three thousand 

[~3,000] souls were added to them 

[no doubt, including proselytes (v10), 

so Gentiles included from the start] . 
 

Early Church Culture 

42 ¶  And they continued steadfastly in 

the apostlesô teaching [doctrine] and 

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, 

and in prayers.  43  Then fear came up-

on every soul, and many wonders and 

signs were done through the apostles.  

44  Now all who believed were together, 

and had all things in common,  45  and 

sold their possessions and goods, and 

divided them among all, as anyone had 

need [Lu 12:33] .  46  So continuing daily 

with one accord in the temple, and 

breaking bread from house to house, 

they ate their food with gladness and 

simplicity of heart,  47  praising God 

and having favor with all the people.  

And the Lord added to the church daily 

those who were being saved. 

[Steve Gregg: Acts 3]  

Acts 3 

A Begging Cripple is Healed via Peter  

3:1 ¶  Now Peter and John went up 

together to the temple at the hour of 

prayer, the ninth [9
th
]  hour [~3 PM] .  2  

And a certain man lame from his moth-

erôs womb was carried, whom they laid 

daily at the gate of the temple that is 

called Beautiful, to ask alms from those 

who entered the temple;  3  who, seeing 

Peter and John about to go into the tem-

ple, asked for alms. 4  And fixing his 

eyes on him, with John, Peter said, 

ñLook at us.ò  5 

So he gave them his attention, expect-

ing to receive something from them.  6  

Then Peter said, 

ñSilver and gold I do not have, but what 

I do have I give you: 

 In the name of Jesus Christ of Naza-

reth, rise up and walk.ò  7 

And he took him by the right hand and 

lifted him up, and immediately his feet 

and ankle bones received strength.  8  

So he, leaping up, stood and walked 

and entered the temple with them ïï 

walking, leaping, and praising God.  9  

And all the people saw him walking and 

praising God.  10  Then they knew that 

it was he who sat begging alms at the 

Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they 

were filled with wonder and amaze-

ment at what had happened to him.  11  

Now as the lame man who was healed 

held on to Peter and John, all the people 

ran together to them in the porch that is 

called Solomonôs, greatly amazed. 

November 9 
 

Acts 3:12 

Peterôs Second Recorded Sermon 

12 ¶  So when Peter saw it, he responded 

to the people: 

ñMen of Israel, why do you marvel at 

this?  Or why look so intently at us, as 

though by our own power or godliness 

we had made this man walk?  13  The 

God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the 

God of our fathers, glorified His Serv-

ant Jesus, whom you delivered up and 

denied in the presence of Pilate, when 

he was determined to let Him go.  14  

But you denied the Holy One and the 

Just, and asked for a murderer to be 

granted to you,  15  and killed the Prince 

of life, whom God raised from the dead, 

of which we are witnesses.  16  And 

His name, through [our]  faith in His 

name, has made this man strong, whom 

you see and know.  Yes, the faith that 

comes through Him has given him this 

perfect soundness in the presence of 

you all.  17  Yet now, brethren, I know 

that you did it in ignorance, as did also 

your rulers.  18  But those things that 

God foretold by the mouth of all His 

prophets, that the Christ would suffer, 

He has thus fulfilled.  19 

 Repent therefore and be converted, 

that your sins may be blotted out, so 

that times of refreshing may come 

from the presence of the Lord,  20  

and that He may send Jesus Christ, 

who was preached to you before,  21  

whom heaven must receive until 

the times of restoration of all things, 

which [restoration] God has spoken 
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by the mouth of all His holy prophets 

since the world began.  22  For Moses 

truly said to the fathers, 

óThe LORD [Gr. kurios] your God will 

raise up for you a Prophet like me 

 from your brethren. 

 Him you shall hearô 

[Peter inserts:] in all things, 

whatever He says to you.  23 

óAnd it shall be that every soul who 

will not hear that Prophet shall be 

utterly destroyed from among the 

people.ô  [Peterôs paraphrase?]  

Deuteronomy 18:15, 19 

YHWH   your God will 

raise up for you a Prophet like me 

 from your midst, 

 from your brethren. 

Him you shall hear,  16 ... 19 
 

And it shall be that whoever_____ 

will not hear My words, 

which He speaks in My name, 

I will require it of him. 

24  Yes, and all the prophets, from 

Samuel and those who follow, as many 

as have spoken, have also foretold 

these [last: 2:17a]  days.  25  You are sons 

of the prophets, and of the covenant 

that God made with our fathers, say-

ing to Abraham [after offering Isaac], 

Genesis 22:16-17   [re obedience:] 

... ñBy Myself I have swornò, says 

YHWH , ñbecause you have done this 

thing, and have not withheld your 

son, your only son ïï 17 blessing I 

will bless you, and multiplying I 

will multiply your descendants as 

the stars of the heaven and as the 

sand that is on the seashore; and 

your descendants shall possess the 

gate [control]  of their enemies. 

óAnd in your Seed all the families 

of the land [earth] shall be blessed.ô 26 

Genesis 22:18 
___ In your Seed all the nations_ 

of the lands [earth] shall be blessed, 

because you have obeyed My voice. 

To you [men of Isr.]  first, God, having 

raised up His Servant Jesus, sent Him 

[ the Seed]  to bless you, in turning away 

every one of you from your iniquities.ò 

[Steve Gregg: Acts 4]  

Acts 4 

Peter, John Hauled before the Council 

[Cf. Jesusô prediction in Mt 10:17 || 

Mk 13:9 || Lu 21:12 Oct 26] 

4:1 ¶  Now as they spoke to the people, 

the priests, the captain of the temple, 

and the Sadducees came upon them,  2  

being greatly disturbed that they taught 

the people and preached in Jesus the 

resurrection from the dead [contrary to 

Sadducee teaching] .  3  And they laid 

hands on them, and put them in custody 

until the next day, for it was already 

evening.  4  However, many of those who 

heard the word believed; and the num-

ber of the men came to be about five 

thousand [~5,000 in all, plus women] . 
 

5 ¶  And it came to pass, on the next day, 

that their rulers, elders, and scribes,  6  

as well as Annas the high priest, Caia-

phas, John, and Alexander [we havenôt 

heard of these two before], and as many 

as were of the family of the high priest, 

were gathered together at Jerusalem.  7  

And when they had set them in the 

midst, they asked, 

ñBy what power [might, strength] or 

by what name have you done this?ò 8 

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, 

said to them, 

ñRulers of the people and elders of 

Israel:  9  If we this day are judged for 

a good deed done to a helpless man, 

by what means he has been made well,  

10  let it be known to you all, 

and to all the people of Israel, that 

by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 

whom you crucified, 

whom God raised from the dead, 

by Him this man stands here before 

you whole.  11  This is the 

óstone that was rejected by you builders, 

which has become the chief corner-

stone.ô  [Ps 118:22 paraphrased]  12 

Psalm 118:19-26 
Open to me the gates of righteousness;

 I will go through them, 

And I will praise YHWH.  20 

This [Jesus] is the gate of YHWH, 

 through which 

The righteous shall enter.  21 

I will praise You, 

For You have answered me, 

And have become my salvation.  22 

The stone that the builders rejected 

Has become the chief cornerstone. 23 

This was YHWHôs doing; 

It is marvelous in our eyes.  24 

This is the day YHWH has made; 

[The dawning of the great and 

awesome day of YHWH: Joel 2:32]  

We will rejoice and be glad in it.  25 

Save now, 
 I pray, 
  O YHWH; 
  O YHWH, 
 I pray, 
Send now prosperity.  26 

Blessed is he [Jesus] who comes 

 in the name of YHWH! 

We have blessed you [
Ć

  the Church]  

 from the house of YHWH. 

Nor is there salvation in any other, for 

there is no other name under heaven 

given among men by which we must 

be saved.ò  13 

Now when they saw the boldness of 

Peter and John, and perceived that they 

were uneducated and untrained men 

[well, except by Jesus!], they marveled.  

And they realized that they had been 

with Jesus [and discipled by Him] .  14  

And seeing the man who had been 

healed standing with them, they could 

say nothing against it. 

 

15 ¶  But when they had commanded them 

to go aside out of the council, they con-

ferred among themselves,  16  saying, 

ñWhat shall we do to these men?  For, 

indeed, that a notable miracle has been 

done through them is evident to all who 

dwell in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny 

it.  17  But so that it spreads no further 

among the people, let us severely 

threaten them, that from now on they 

speak to no man in this name.ò  18 

And they called them and commanded 

them not to speak at all nor teach in the 

name of Jesus.  19  But Peter and John 

answered and said to them, 

ñWhether it is right in the sight of God 

to listen to you more than to God, you 

judge.  20  For we cannot but speak the 

things that we have seen and heard.ò  21 

So when they had further threatened 

them, they let them go, finding no way 

of punishing them, because of the peo-

ple, since they all glorified God for what 

had been done.  22  For the man was over 

forty [40]  years old on whom this mir-

acle of healing had been performed. 
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The Believers Pray for Courage 

23 ¶  And being let go, they went to their 

own companions and reported all that 

the chief priests and elders had said to 

them.  24  So when they heard that, 

they raised their voice to God with one 

accord and said: 

ñLord, You are God, who 

ómade heaven and land [earth] and 

the sea, and all that is in themô, 

Exodus 20:11a (cp. Ex 31:17) 

For [in] six days YHWH 

 made heaven and land [earth], ___ 

the sea, and all that is in them, 

and rested the seventh day. 

25  who by the mouth of Your servant 

David have said: 

óWhy did the nations rage, 

 And the people plot _ vain things? 26 

 The kings of the lands [earth] 

 took their stand, 

 And the rulers were gathered together 

 Against YHWH and 

 Against His Christ 

[ɉɟɘůŰɧɠ Christos: ñanointedò].ô 27 

Psalm 2:1-2 

Why do   the nations rage, 

And the people plot a vain thing_?  2 

The kings of the lands [earth] 

 set themselves, 

And the rulers take counsel together, 

Against YHWH and [
Ć

 Heb.: Messiah]  

Against His Anointed, saying,  3  ... 
 

For truly against Your holy Servant 

Jesus, whom You anointed [ɢɟɑɤ 

chrioῈ] , both Herod and Pontius Pilate, 

with the Gentiles and the people of 

Israel, were gathered together  28  to do 

whatever Your hand and Your purpose 

determined before to be done.  29  

Now, Lord, look on their threats, and 

grant to Your servants that with all 

boldness they may speak Your word,  

30  by stretching out Your hand to heal, 

and that [even more] signs and wonders 

may be done through the name of 

Your holy Servant Jesus.ò  31 

And when they had prayed, the place 

where they were assembled together 

was shaken; and they were all filled 

with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke 

the word of God with boldness. 

 

The Believers Share Their Possessions 

ïï Demonstrating Love for One Another 

32 ¶  Now the multitude of those who 

believed were of 

one heart and 

one soul; 

neither did anyone say that any of the 

things he possessed was his own, but 

they had all things in common.  33  And 

with great power [might, strength] the 

apostles gave witness to the resurrec-

tion of the Lord Jesus.  And great grace 

was upon them all.  34  Nor was there 

anyone among them who lacked; for 

all who were possessors of lands or 

houses sold them, and brought the 

proceeds of the things that were sold,  

35  and laid them at the apostlesô feet; 

and they [the apostles] distributed to 

each as anyone had need.  36  And 

Joses, who was also named Barnabas 

by the apostles (which is translated 

ñSon of Encouragementò), a Levite of 

the country of Cyprus,  37  having land, 

sold it, and brought the money and laid 

it at the apostlesô feet. 

 

[Steve Gregg: Acts 5:1 - 6:8]  

Acts 5 

Ananias and Sapphira Lie 

5:1 ¶  But a certain man named Ananias, 

with Sapphira his wife, sold a posses-

sion. 2  And he kept back part of the 

proceeds, his wife also being aware of 

it, and brought a certain part and laid 

it at the apostlesô feet [context: imply-

ing that it was the full proceeds].  3  

But Peter said, 

ñAnanias, why has Satan filled your 

heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep 

back part of the price of the land for 

yourself?  4  While it remained, was it 

not your own?  And after it was sold, 

was it not in your own control?  Why 

have you conceived this thing in your 

heart?  You have not lied to men but 

to God.ò  5 

Then Ananias, hearing these words, fell 

down and breathed his last.  So great 

fear came upon all those who heard 

these things.  6  And the young men 

arose and wrapped him up, carried him 

out, and buried him.  7  Now it was about 

three [3]  hours later when his wife came 

in, not knowing what had happened.  8  

And Peter answered her, 

ñTell me whether you sold the land for 

so much?ò 

She said, 

ñYes, for so much.ò  9 

Then Peter said to her, 

ñHow is it that you have agreed together 

to test the Spirit of the Lord?  Look, 

the feet of those who have buried your 

husband are at the door, and they will 

carry you out.ò  10 

Then immediately she fell down at his 

feet and breathed her last.  And the 

young men came in and found her dead, 

and carrying her out, buried her by her 

husband.  11  So great fear came upon 

all the church and upon all who heard 

these things. 

 

Signs, Wonders, Healings via Apostles 

12 ¶  And through the hands of the apos-

tles many signs and wonders were done 

among the people.  And they were all 

with one accord in Solomonôs Porch.  13  

Yet none of the rest dared join them, 

but the people esteemed them highly. 14  

And believers were increasingly added 

to the Lord, multitudes of both men and 

women,  15  so that they brought the 

sick out into the streets and laid them on 

beds and couches, that at least the 

shadow of Peter passing by might fall 

on some of them.  16  Also a multitude 

gathered from the surrounding cities to 

Jerusalem, bringing sick people and 

those who were tormented by unclean 

spirits, and they were all healed. 
 

The Apostles Jailed by the High Priest 

ïï and his Sadducee Associates 

[Cf. Jesusô prediction in Mt 10:17 || 

Mk 13:9 || Lu 21:12 Oct 26] 

17 ¶  Then the high priest rose up, and 

all those who were with him (which is 

the sect of the Sadducees), and they were 

filled with indignation,  18  and laid their 

hands on the apostles and put them in 

the common prison.  19  But at night an 

angel of the Lord opened the prison 

doors and brought them out, and said,  20 

ñGo, stand in the temple and speak to 

the people all the words of this [Eter-

nal]  life.ò  21 

And when they heard that, they entered 

the temple early in the morning and 

taught.  But the high priest and those 
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with him came and called the council 

together, with all the elders of the chil-

dren of Israel, and sent to the prison to 

have them brought.  22  But when the 

officers came and did not find them in 

the prison, they returned and reported,  

23  saying, 

ñIndeed we found the prison shut secure-

ly, and the guards standing outside 

before the doors; but when we opened 

them, we found no one inside!ò  24 

Now when the high priest, the captain 

of the temple, and the chief priests 

heard these things, they wondered what 

the outcome would be.  25  So one came 

and told them, saying, 

ñLook, the men whom you put in prison 

are standing in the temple and teaching 

the people!ò 

 

26 ¶  Then the captain went with the 

officers and brought them without vio-

lence, for they feared the people, lest 

they should be stoned.  27  And when 

they had brought them, they set them 

before the council.  And the high priest 

asked them,  28  saying, 

ñDid we not strictly command you not 

to teach in this name?  And look, you 

have filled Jerusalem with your teach-

ing [doctrine], and intend to bring this 

Manôs blood on us!ò  29 

But Peter and the other apostles an-

swered and said: 

ñWe ought to obey God rather than men.  

30  The God of our fathers raised up 

Jesus whom you murdered by hanging 

on a tree.  31  Him God has exalted to 

His right hand to be Prince and Savior, 

to give repentance to Israel and for-

giveness of sins.  32  And we are His 

witnesses to these things, and so also 

is the Holy Spirit whom God has given 

to those who obey Him.ò  33 

When they heard this, they were furious 

and plotted to kill  them.  34  Then one in 

the council stood up, a Pharisee named 

Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in 

respect by all the people, and command-

ed them to put the apostles outside for 

a little while.  35  And he said to them: 

ñMen of Israel, take heed to yourselves 

what you intend to do regarding these 

men.  36  For some time ago Theudas 

[ñGod-givenò] rose up, claiming to be 

somebody.  A number of men, about 

four hundred [~400], joined him.  He 

was slain, and all who obeyed him 

were scattered and came to nothing.  

37  After this man, Judas of Galilee 

rose up in the days of the census 

[Which?  About what date?] , and drew 

away many people after him.  He also 

perished, and all who obeyed him were 

dispersed.  38  And now I say to you, 

keep away from these men and let them 

alone; for if this plan or this work is of 

men, it will come to nothing;  39  but if 

it is of God, you cannot overthrow it 

ïï lest you even be found to fight 

against God.ò  40 

And they agreed with him, and when 

they had called for the apostles and 

beaten them, they commanded that 

they should not speak in the name of 

Jesus, and let them go. 41  So they 

departed from the presence of the coun-

cil, rejoicing that they were counted 

worthy to suffer shame for His name.  

42  And daily in the temple, and in every 

house, they did not cease teaching and 

preaching Jesus as the Christ. 

Acts 6 

Seven Men Chosen to Serve 

6:1 ¶  Now in those days when the number 

of the disciples was multiplying, there 

arose a complaint against the Hebrews 

by the Hellenists, because their widows 

were neglected in the daily distribution.  

2  Then the twelve [12]  summoned the 

multitude of the disciples and said, 

ñIt is not desirable that we should leave 

the word of God and serve tables.  3  

Therefore, brethren, seek out from 

among you seven [7]  men of good 

reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and 

wisdom, whom we may appoint over 

this business;  4  but we will give our-

selves continually 

to prayer and 

to the ministry of the word.ò  5 

And the saying pleased the whole mul-

titude.  And they chose [7 deacons]: 

D1 Stephen [ñcrownedò], a man full  

  of faith and the Holy Spirit, and 

D2 Philip [ñlover of horsesò], 

D3 Prochorus [ñleader of the chorusò], 

D4 Nicanor [ñconquerorò], 

D5 Timon [ñhonorableò], 

D6 Parmenas [ñabidingò], and 

D7 Nicolas [ñvictor of the peopleò], 

  a proselyte from Antioch,  6 

 [ą non-Jew ethnically, Gentile 

   convert to Judaism, now Chr.] 

whom they set before the apostles; and 

when they had prayed, they laid hands 

on them.  7  Then 

the word of God spread, and 

the number of the disciples multi-

plied greatly in Jerusalem, and 

a great many of the priests were 

obedient to the faith. 

 

November 10 
 

[Steve Gregg: Acts 6:8 - 7:60]  

 

Acts 6:8   [~AD 33?] 

Stephen is Arrested 

[Cf. Jesusô prediction in Mt 10:17 || 

Mk 13:9 || Lu 21:12 Oct 26] 

8 ¶  And Stephen, full of faith and [v5b: 

the Holy Spiritôs] power, did great won-

ders and signs among the people.  9  

Then there arose some from what is 

called the Synagogue of the Freedmen 

(Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and those 

from Cilicia and Asia), disputing with 

Stephen.  10  And they were not able to 

resist the wisdom and the Spirit by which 

he spoke.  11  Then they secretly induced 

men to say, 

ñWe have heard him speak blasphemous 

words against Moses and God.ò  12 

And they stirred up the people, the 

elders, and the scribes; and they came 

upon him, seized him, and brought him 

to the council.  13  They also set up 

false witnesses who said, 

ñThis man does not cease to speak 

blasphemous words against this holy 

place and the law;  14  for we have 

heard him say that this Jesus of 

Nazareth will  destroy this place 

[Cf. Mt 24:2b || Mk 13:2b || Lu 21:6b]  

and change the customs that Moses 

delivered to us [as a result of the tem-

ple being destroyed, in AD 70].ò  15 

And all who sat in the council, looking 

steadfastly at him, saw his face as 

[bright as] the face of an angel. 
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Acts 7 

Steven Addresses the Council 

7:1 ¶  Then the high priest said, 

ñAre these things so?ò  2 

And he said, 

ñBrethren and fathers, listen: 

The God of glory appeared to our 

father Abraham when he was in 

Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in 

Haran,  3  and said to him, 

óGet out of your country and 

 From your relatives, and come 

 To a land that I will show you.ô  4  

Genesis 12:1(-3) 
Now YHWH had said to Abram: 

ñGet out of your country, 

From your family and 

From your fatherôs house, 

To a land that I will show you.  2 

I will make you a great nation; 

I will bless you And 

 make your name great; And 

 you shall be a blessing.  3 

 I will bless those who bless you, and 

I will curse him who curses you; 

And in you all the families of the 

lands [earth] shall be blessed.ò 
 

Then he came out of the land of the 

Chaldeans and dwelt in Haran.  And 

from there, when his father was dead, 

He moved him to this land in which 

you now dwell.  5  And God gave him 

no inheritance in it, not even enough 

to set his foot on.  But even when 

Abraham had no child, He promised 

to give it [the land] to him for a pos-

session, and to his descendants after 

him.  6 

 

But God spoke in this way: 

that his descendants would dwell in a 

foreign land, and that they would bring 

them into bondage and oppress them 

four hundred [400] years.  7 

 

Genesis 15:13-14 
Then He said to Abram: 

ñKnow certainly that your descend-

ants will be strangers in a land that 

is not theirs ïï and will serve them, 

and they will afflict them ïï 

 four hundred [400] years [in all] .  14 

 And also the nation __ whom they 

serve  I will judge; 

___ afterward they shall come out 

with great possessions. 

óAnd ___ the nation to whom they 

will be in bondage I will judgeô, 

said God, 

óand after that they shall come out 

and serve Me in this place.ô  8  

Then He gave him the covenant of 

circumcision; and so Abraham begot 

Isaac and circumcised him on the 

eighth [8
th
]  day; and Isaac begot Jacob, 

and Jacob begot the twelve [12]  patri-

archs.  9  And the patriarchs, becoming 

envious, sold Joseph into Egypt.  But 

God was with him  10  and delivered 

him out of all his troubles, and gave 

him favor and wisdom in the presence 

of Pharaoh, king of Egypt; and he made 

him governor over Egypt and all his 

house.  11  Now a famine and great trou-

ble came over all the land of Egypt and 

Canaan, and our fathers found no sus-

tenance.  12  But when Jacob heard that 

there was grain in Egypt, he sent out 

our fathers first.  13  And the second time 

Joseph was made known to his broth-

ers, and Josephôs family became known 

to the Pharaoh.  14  Then Joseph sent and 

called his father Jacob and all his rela-

tives to him, seventy-five [75]  people.  

15  So Jacob went down to Egypt; and 

he died, he and our fathers.  16  And they 

were carried back to Shechem and laid 

in the tomb that Abraham bought for a 

sum of money from the sons of Hamor, 

the father of Shechem. 

 

17 ¶  But when the time of [the fulfillment 

of] the promise drew near that God had 

sworn to Abraham, the people grew and 

multiplied in Egypt  18  till  another king 

arose who did not know Joseph.  19  

This man dealt treacherously with our 

people, and oppressed our forefathers, 

making them expose their babies, so 

that they might not live.  20  At this time 

Moses was born, and was well pleasing 

to God; and he was brought up in his 

fatherôs house for three [3]  months 

[Ex 2:2] .  21  But when he was set out, 

Pharaohôs daughter took him away 

and brought him up as her own son.  22  

And Moses was learned in all the wis-

dom of the Egyptians, and was mighty 

in words and deeds.  23  Now when he 

was forty [40]  years old, it came into 

his heart to visit his brethren, the chil-

dren of Israel.  24  And seeing one of 

them suffer wrong, he defended and 

avenged him who was oppressed, and 

struck down the Egyptian.  25  For he 

supposed that his brethren would have 

understood that God would deliver them 

by his hand, but they did not understand.  

26  And the next day he appeared to two 

of them as they were fighting, and tried 

to reconcile them, saying, 

óMen, you are brethren; 

why do you wrong one another?ô  27 

Exodus 2:13 
And when he went out the second 

day, behold, two Hebrew men were 

fighting, and he said to the one who 

did the wrong, 

ñWhy are you striking your compan-

ion?ò 
 

But he who did his neighbor wrong 

pushed him away, saying, 

óWho made you a ruler and a judge 

over us?  28  Do you want  to kill  me as 

you did  the Egyptian yesterday?ô  29 

Exodus 2:14 

Then he said, 

ñWho made you a prince and a judge 

over us?  Do you intend to kill  me as 

you killed the Egyptian?ò 

So Moses feared and said, 

ñSurely this thing is known!ò 
 

Then, at this saying, Moses fled and 

became a dweller in the land of Midian, 

where he had two sons. 

 

30 ¶  And when forty [40]  years had 

passed [so Moses was then 80 years 

old], an Angel of the Lord appeared to 

him in a flame of fire in a bush, in the 

wilderness of Mount Sinai [hence, in 

Midian, still] . 31 

Exodus 3:12 
So He said [to Moses], 

ñI will certainly be with you.  And 

this shall be a sign to you that I have 

sent you:  When you have brought 

the people out of Egypt, you shall 

serve God on this mountain.ò 
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When Moses saw it, he marveled at the 

sight; and as he drew near to observe, 

the voice of the Lord came to him,  32  

saying, 

óI am the God of your fathers ïï 

 the God of Abraham, 

 the God of Isaac, and 

 the God of Jacob.ô 

And Moses trembled and dared not 

look.  33  Then YHWH said to him, 

 

óTake your sandals off your feet, 

for the place where you stand is 

holy ground.  34 

 

I have surely seen the oppression 

of My people who are in Egypt; 

I__ have heard their groaning 

 

 and have come down to 

deliver them. 

  And now come, 

 I will send you to 

 

Egypt.ô 35 

This Moses whom they rejected, saying 

[Ex 2:14a (above) again], 

óWho made you a ruler and a judge?ô, 

is the one God sent to be a ruler and 

a deliverer by the hand of the Angel 

[Messenger] who appeared to him in 

the bush.  36  He brought them out, after 

he had shown wonders and signs in the 

land of Egypt, and in the Red Sea, and 

in the wilderness forty [40]  years.  37  

This is that Moses who said to the 

children of Israel, 

óYHWH your God will raise up for you 

a Prophet like me 

  from your brethren. 

Him you shall hear.ô  38 

 
 

Exodus 3:6a 
Moreover He said, 

ñI am the God of your father_ ïï 

 the God of Abraham, 

 the God of Isaac, and 

 the God of Jacob.ò 

Exodus 3:5, 7-8a, 10 
Then He said, 

ñDo not draw near this place. 

Take your sandals off your feet, 

for the place where you stand is 

holy ground.ò  6 ... 

And YHWH said: 

ñI have surely seen the oppression 

of My people who are in Egypt, 

and have heard their cry because of 

their taskmasters, for I know their 

sorrows.  8a  So I have come down to 

deliver them out of the hand of the 

Egyptians, ... 10  Come now, there-

fore, and I will send you to Pharaoh 

 that you may bring My people, the 

children of Israel, out of Egypt.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deuteronomy 18:15 

YHWH your God will raise up for you 

a Prophet like me from your midst, 

 from your brethren. 

Him you shall hear,  16 ... 

This [Moses] is he who was in the 

congregation in the wilderness with 

the Angel who spoke to him on Mount 

Sinai, and with our fathers, the one 

who received the living oracles to give 

to us,  39  whom our fathers would not 

obey, but rejected.  And in their hearts 

they turned back to Egypt,  40  saying 

to Aaron, 

óMake us gods to  go before us; 

___ as for this Moses ______ who 

brought us __ out of the land of 

Egypt, we do not know what has 

become of him.ô  41 

And they made a calf in those days, 

offered sacrifices to the idol, and re-

joiced in the works of their own hands. 

 

42 ¶  Then God turned and gave them up 

to worship the host of heaven, as it is 

written in the book of the Prophets: 

óDid you offer Me 

slaughtered animals and sacrifices dur-

ing forty [40]  years in the wilderness, 

O house of Israel?  43 

You also took up 

the tabernacle of Moloch, And 

[tabernacle = tent, so perhaps Sik-

kuth was the tabernacle of Moloch? 

Moloch/Molech means ñkingò. 

This clause is like the LXX.] 

 

 

[ñthe shrunken (as lifeless)ò
Ć
]  

The star of your god Remphan, 

Images that you made to worship; 

And  I will carry you 

away beyond Babylon.ô  44 

 

 

 
 

Exodus 32:1 
Now when the people saw that Moses 

delayed coming down from the moun-

tain, the people gathered together 

to Aaron, and said to him,  ñCome!   

 Make us gods that shall go before us; 

for as for this Moses, the man who 

brought us up out of the land of 

Egypt, we do not know what has 

become of him.ò 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Amos 5:25-27 
Did you offer Me 

sacrifices and offerings 

In the wilderness forty [40]  years, 

O house of Israel?  26 

You also carried 

Sikkuth [ñtentò; a Babylonian deity] 

your king And 

Chiun [ñan imageò or ñpillarò; 

probably a statue of the Assyrian-

Babylonian god of the planet 

Saturn and used to symbolize 

Israelite apostasy] , 

your idols, 

The star of your gods, 

___ That you made for yourselves.  27 

Therefore I will send you into cap-

tivity  beyond Damascusò, 

Says YHWH , 

whose name is the God of hosts. 
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Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness 

in the wilderness, as He appointed, 

instructing Moses to make it accord-

ing to the pattern that he had seen,  45  

which our fathers, having received it 

in turn, also brought with Joshua into 

the land possessed by the Gentiles, 

whom God drove out before the face of 

our fathers until the days of David,  46  

who found favor before God and asked 

to find a dwelling for the God of Jacob.  

47  But Solomon built Him a house.  48  

However, the Most High does not dwell 

in temples made with hands, as the 

prophet says:  49 

 óHeaven is   [Ge 1:8]  

 My throne, and 

Land [earth] is [Ge 1:10]  

 My footstool. 

What house will  

 ____ you ___ build for Me?ò 

says YHWH , or 

ñWhat is the place of  Ċ 

 My rest?  50 

Has 

 My hand not made 

  all these things?ô 

51 ¶ 
You stiffnecked and uncircumcised 

in heart and ears! 

You always resist the Holy Spirit; 

as your fathers did, so do you.  52 

Which of the prophets 

did your fathers not persecute? 

And they killed those who foretold 

the coming of the Just One, 

of whom you now have become 

the betrayers and murderers,  53 

 who have received the law 

  by the direction of angels 

 and  have not kept it.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Isaiah 66:1-2a 

Thus says YHWH : 

ñHeaven is   [Ge 1:8]  

 My throne, and 

  Land [earth] is [Ge 1:10]  

 My footstool. 

  Where is the house 

 that you will  build __ Me? And 

 

  Where is the place of 

 My rest?  2a 

  For all those things 

 My hand has made, and 

ć  all those things existò,  

  says YHWH . ... 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[ă first advent] 

 

 

 

[ă messengers, prophets?] 

 

Steven is Stoned 

54 ¶  When they heard these things,  

they were cut to the heart, and 

they gnashed at him with their teeth.  55 

But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, 

gazed into heaven and 

saw the glory of God 

and Jesus standing 

   at the right hand of God 

[Ac 2:30-35: He was previously 

sitting, so He stood to receive 

the first martyr] ,  56  and said, 

ñLook!  I see 

the heavens opened and 

the Son of Man standing 

    at the right hand of God!ò  57 

Then they cried out with a loud voice, 

stopped their ears, and ran at him with 

one accord;  58  and they cast him out of 

the city and stoned him.  And the wit-

nesses laid down their clothes at the feet 

of a young man named Saul [ñdesiredò].  

59  And they stoned Stephen as he was 

calling on God and saying, 

ñLord Jesus, receive my spirit.ò  60 

Then he knelt down and cried out with 

a loud voice, 

ñLord, do not charge them with this sin.ò 

And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

Acts 8 

8:1a  Now Saul was consenting to his 

death [cf. Acts 22:20] .  1b¶ 

[Steve Gregg: Acts 8]  

Persecution Scatters the Church 

At that time a great persecution arose 

against the church that was at Jerusa-

lem; and they were all scattered through-

out the regions of Judea and Samaria, 

except the apostles.  2  And devout 

men carried Stephen to his burial, and 

made great lamentation over him.  3 

As for Saul, he 

made havoc of the church, 

entering every house, and 

dragging off men and women, 

committing them to prison.  4 

Therefore those who were scattered went 

everywhere preaching the word [11:19] . 

 

Phillip Preaches in Samaria 

5¶  Then Philip went down to the city of 

Samaria and preached Christ to them.  

6  And the multitudes with one accord 

heeded the things spoken by Philip, 

hearing and seeing the miracles that he 

did.  7  For unclean spirits, crying with 

a loud voice, came out of many who 

were possessed; and many who were 

paralyzed and lame were healed.  8  

And there was great joy in that city.  9 

 

Simon the Sorcerer Believes 

But there was a certain man called Si-

mon, who previously practiced sorcery 

in the city and astonished the people of 

Samaria, claiming that he was someone 

great,  10  to whom they all gave heed, 

from the least to the greatest, saying, 

ñThis man is the great power of God.ò  11 

And they heeded him because he had 

astonished them with his sorceries for 

a long time.  12  But when they believed 

Philip as he preached 

the things concerning 

the Kingdom of God and 

the name of Jesus Christ, 

[Da 2:44; 4:3,32,34; 6:26; 7:14,18,27]  

both men and women were baptized.  

13  Then Simon himself also believed; 

and when he was baptized he continued 

with Philip, and was amazed, seeing 

the miracles and signs that were done. 
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Peter & John Join Phillip in Samaria 

14 ¶  Now when the apostles, who were 

at Jerusalem, heard that Samaria had 

received the word of God, they sent 

Peter and John to them,  15  who, when 

they had come down, prayed for them 

that they might receive the Holy Spirit.  

16  For as yet He had fallen upon none 

of them.  They had only been baptized 

in the name of the Lord Jesus.  17  Then 

they laid hands on them, and they 

received the Holy Spirit.  18  And when 

Simon saw that through the laying on 

of the apostlesô hands the Holy Spirit 

was given [apparently with obvious ef-

fect], he offered them money,  19  saying, 

ñGive me this power also, that anyone 

on whom I lay hands may receive the 

Holy Spirit.ò  20 

But Peter said to him, 

ñYour money perish with you, because 

you thought that the gift of God could 

be purchased with money!  21  You 

have neither part nor portion in this 

matter, for your heart is not right in 

the sight of God.  22  Repent therefore 

of this, your wickedness, and pray 

God if perhaps the thought of your 

heart may be forgiven you.  23  For 

I see that you are poisoned by bitter-

ness and bound by iniquity.ò  24 

Then Simon answered and said, 

ñPray to the Lord for me, that none of 

the things that you have spoken may 

come upon me.ò  25 

So when they had testified and preached 

the word of the Lord, they returned to 

Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many 

villages of the Samaritans. 

 

Phillip and the Ethiopian Eunuch 

26 ¶  Now an angel of the Lord spoke to 

Philip, saying, 

ñArise and go toward the south along 

the road that goes down from Jerusa-

lem to Gaza.ò 

This is desert.  27  So he arose and went.  

And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch 

of great authority under Candace the 

queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge 

of all her treasury, and had come to 

Jerusalem to worship,  28  was returning.  

And sitting in his chariot [not a war 

chariot, so likely pulled by a cow/ox or 

two], he was reading Isaiah the prophet.  

29  Then the Spirit said to Philip, 

ñGo near and overtake this chariot.ò  30 

So Philip ran to him, and heard him 

reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, 

ñDo you understand what you are 

reading?ò  31 

And he said, 

ñHow can I, unless someone guides 

me?ò 

And he asked Philip to come up and sit 

with him.  32  The place in the Scripture 

that he read was this [from the LXX]: 

ñHe was led 

 as a sheep to the slaughter; And 

 as a lamb before its shearer is 

silent, 

So He opened not His mouth.  33 

In His humiliation 

His justice 

was taken away, and 

Who will declare His generation? 

For His life is taken 

from the land [earth].ò  34 

[cf. This Generation ą]  

 

The prophets preached: verse 

Jesus Christ 3:20 

Peter preached: 

in Jesus the resurrection 

 from the dead 4:2 

Jesus as the Christ 5:42 

Phillip preached: 

the word: 8:4 

Christ: 8:5 

the things concerning: 8:12 

 the Kingdom of God and 

 the name of Jesus Christ 

the word of the Lord: 8:25a 

the gospel: 8:25b 

Jesus: 8:35 

Saul/Paul preached: 
the Christ that He is 

 the Son of God: 9:20 

that this Jesus is the Christ: 9:22 

in the name of Jesus: 9:27 

 that they should: 26:20 

repent, 

turn to God, and 

do works befitting repentance 

 
 

Isaiah 53:7b-8a 
He was led 

 as a lamb to the slaughter, And 

 as a sheep before its shearers is 

silent, 

So He opened not His mouth.  8a 

He was taken 

from prison and 

from judgment, and 

Who will declare His generation? 

For He was cut off 

from the land of the living; 

For the transgressions of my people 

He was stricken. 

So the eunuch answered Philip and 

said, 

ñI ask you: 

  Of whom does the prophet say this? 

  Of himself or of some other man?ò 35 

Then Philip opened his mouth, and 

beginning at this Scripture, preached 

Jesus to him.  36  Now as they went 

down the road, they came to some 

water.  And the eunuch said, 

ñSee, here is water.  What hinders me 

from being baptized?ò 37 

Then Philip said, 

ñIf you believe [trust]  with all your 

heart, you may.ò 

And he answered and said, 

ñI believe that 

  Jesus Christ is the Son of God.ò  38 

So he commanded the chariot to stand 

still.  And both Philip and the eunuch 

went down into the water, and he bap-

tized him.  39  Now when they came up 

out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 

caught Philip away, so that the eunuch 

saw him no more; and he went on his 

way rejoicing.  40  But Philip was found 

at Azotus [Ashdod: ña strongholdò].  

And passing through, he preached in 

all the cities till  he came to Caesarea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[ă cf. This Generation]  
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November 11 
 

Acts 9:1-19a || 22:1-16 || 26:10-20 

Saulôs Conversion ïï First Account 

[~ AD 34: Ga 2:1]  

 

 

 

 

9:1 ¶  Then Saul, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 still breathing threats and murder 

against the disciples of the Lord, went 

to the high priest  2  and asked letters 

from him to the synagogues of Damas-

cus, so that if he found any who were 

of the Way, whether men or women, 

he might 

 

bring them bound 

  to Jerusalem. 

 

 

 

  3a  As he journeyed 

he   came near Damascus, 

and 

suddenly a ____ light 3c from heaven 

 

3b shone around him.  4 

 

Then  he  fell  to the 

ground, and heard a voice saying to him, 

 

[Three columns parallel, for 2 pages:] 

 

Acts 22:1-16 

Saul Recounts It to a Jerusalem Mob 

22:1 ¶  ñBrethren and fathers, hear my 

defense before you now.ò  2 

And when they heard that he spoke to 

them in the Hebrew language, they 

kept all the more silent. 

Then he    said:  3 ¶ 

ñI am indeed a Jew, born in Tarsus 

[ña flat basketò; capital] of Cilicia 

[ñthe land of Celixò], but brought up 

in this city [Jerusalem] at the feet of 

Gamaliel [ñGod is my recompenserò; 

cf. Acts 5:34] , taught according to the 

strictness of our fathersô law, and was 

zealous toward God as you all are today.  

4  I persecuted this Way to the death, 

binding and delivering into prisons 

both men and women,  5  as also the 

high priest bears me witness, and all 

the council of the elders, from whom 

I also received letters to the brethren, 

and went to Damascus to 

 

bring in chains even those who were 

there to Jerusalem to be punished.  6 

 

 

 

Now it happened, as I   journeyed 

and came near Damascus 

at about noon, 

suddenly a great light from heaven  

 

    shone around me.  7 

 

And  I  fell  to the 

ground and heard a voice saying to me, 

 

 
 

Acts 26:10-20 

Saul Recounts It to King Agrippa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10  This I also did in Jerusalem, and 

many of the saints I shut up in prison, 

having received authority from the 

chief priests; and when they were put 

to death, I cast my vote against them.  

11  And I punished them often in every 

synagogue and compelled them to 

blaspheme; and being exceedingly 

enraged against them, I persecuted 

them even to foreign cities. 

12a ¶  While thus occupied, 

12c with authority and commission 

from the chief priests 

 12b as I journeyed 

to  Damascus,  13 

at midday, O king, along the road 

I saw  a ____ light from heaven, 

brighter than the sun, 

shining around me 

and those who journeyed with me.  14a 

And when we all had fallen to the 

ground, I     heard a voice speaking to me 

 

Notes: 

 

[Steve Gregg: Acts 9 - 10]  

The three accounts give a fuller pic-

ture than any one alone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This part is not so parallel, but 

presents the same general picture. 

 

Read the three sequentially. 

ă cf. Acts 8:1a , Acts 22:20 re 

Stephen. 

 

 

[Cf. Jesusô prediction in Mt 10:17 

|| Mk 13:9 || Lu 21:12 Oct 26] 
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Acts 9 

 

ñSaul, Saul, 

why are you persecuting Me?ò  5 

And he said, 

ñWho are You, Lord?ò 

Then the Lord said, 

ñI am Jesus  , whom you 

are persecuting.      It is hard for you 

to kick against the goads.ò  6 

So he, trembling and astonished, said, 

ñLord, what do You want me to do?ò 

Then the Lord said to him, 

ñArise and go into the city     , and 

____ you will be told what 

 you must do.ò  7 

And the men who journeyed with him 

 

 

 stood speechless, 

hearing a voice but seeing no one.  8  

Then Saul arose from the ground, and 

when his eyes were opened he saw no 

one. 

 But they led him by the hand 

 

and brought him into Damascus.  9  

And he was three [3]  days without 

sight, and neither ate nor drank. 

 

10 ¶  Now there was a certain disciple 

at Damascus named Ananias; 

 

 

 

and to him the Lord said in a vision, 

ñAnanias.ò 

And he said, 

ñHere I am, Lord.ò  11 

So the Lord said to him, 

Acts 22 

 

óSaul, Saul, 

 why are you persecuting Me?ô  8 

So I answered, 

óWho are You, Lord?ô 

And He said to me, 

óI am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you 

are persecuting.ô  10 

 

So I     said, 

óWhat shall I   do, Lord?ô 

And the Lord said to me , 

óArise and go into Damascus, and 

there you will be told all things that 

are appointed for you to      do.ô  9 

And those   who were  with  me 

indeed saw the light and were afraid, 

but they did not hear the voice of Him 

who spoke to me.  11 

 

 

 

And since I could not see for the glory 

of that light, being led ___ by the hand 

of those who were with me, 

I came  into Damascus.  12 

 

 

 

Then  a  certain 

   Ananias, a devout 

man according to the law, having a 

good testimony with all the Jews who 

dwelt there,  13 

Acts 26 

and saying in the Hebrew language,  14b 

óSaul, Saul, 

 why are you persecuting Me?ô  15  

So I said, 

óWho are You, Lord?ô 

And He said, 

óI am Jesus  , whom you 

are persecuting.  14c  It is hard for you 

to kick against the goads. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[ă a light, not a person]  

[ă did not hear the Lord]  

 

[ă but did hear Saul, perhaps; also, 

óvoiceô could be ónoiseô instead] 

Notes: 
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[Only 2 columns parallel here:] 

Acts 9 

ñArise and go to the street called 

Straight, and inquire at the house of 

Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus, 

for behold, he is praying.  12  And in 

a vision he has seen a man named 

Ananias coming in and putting his 

hand on him, so that he might receive 

his sight.ò  13 

Then Ananias answered, 

ñLord, I have heard from many about 

this man, how much harm he has 

done to Your saints in Jerusalem.  14  

And here he has authority from the 

chief priests to bind all who call on 

Your name.ò  15 

But the Lord said to him, 

ñGo, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine 

to bear My name before Gentiles, 

kings, and the children of Israel.  16 

For I will show him how many things 

he must suffer for My nameôs sake.ò  17 

And Ananias went his way 

and entered the house; 

and laying his hands on him he said, 

ñBrother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who 

appeared to you on the road as you 

came, has sent me that you may 

receive your sight and 

be filled with the Holy Spirit.ò 

 

18a  Immediately there fell from his eyes 

something like scales, and he received 

his sight at once;  

 

Acts 22 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[ă Paulôs commission.] 

[ă More of it.] 

 

 

 came to me; 

and he stood 

and said to me, 

óBrother  Saul, 

 

 

receive your sight.ô 

 

 

 

 

 

And at that same hour I looked up at 

him.  14  Then he said, 

 

 

 

 

[Parallel, but Ac 22&26 interleaved:] 

Acts 9 

 

 

 

 

 

[Paulôs commission. Ą]  

 

 

 

 

 

18b  and he arose and was baptized. 

19a  So when he had received food, 

      he was strengthened. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Paulôs commission. Ą]  

 

 

 

 

[ñthe meek shall inherit the landò Ą]  

[ñinò: Greek eis: into Ą]  

 

 

 

 

 

[Should ñthenò be here? Ą]  

 

 

 

 

Acts 22 
óThe God of our fathers has chosen 

you that you should 

know His will , and 

see the Just One, and 

hear the voice of His mouth.  15 

For you will be His witness to all men 

of what you have seen and heard.  16  

And now why are you waiting? 

Arise and be baptized, and 

wash away your sins, 

calling on the name of the Lord.ô 

 

 

 

Acts 26:16-20  [Jesus speaking to Paul, 

apparently after Paul had eaten:]  16 

óBut rise and stand on your feet; for I 

have appeared to you for this purpose: 

to make you a minister and a witness 

both of the things that you have seen 

and   of the things that I will yet reveal 

to you.  17  I will deliver you from the 

Jewish people, as well as from the Gen-

tiles, to whom I now send you,  18  to 

open their eyes, in order to turn them 

from darkness to light, and 

from the power of Satan to God, 

that they may receive forgiveness of 

sins and an inheritance among those 

who are sanctified by faith in Me.ô  19 

Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not 

disobedient to the heavenly vision,  20  

but declared first to those [Jews] in 

Damascus and in Jerusalem, and 

throughout all the region of Judea, and 

then to the Gentiles, that they should 

repent, 

turn to God, and 

do works befitting repentance. 
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Acts 9:19b 

Saul in Damascus, then Jerusalem 

19b  Then Saul spent some days with 

the disciples at Damascus.  20  Imme-

diately he preached the Christ in the 

synagogues, that He is the Son of God.  

21  Then all who heard were amazed, 

and said, 

ñIs this not he who destroyed those who 

called on this name in Jerusalem, and 

has come here for that purpose, so that 

he might bring them bound to the chief 

priests?ò  22 

But Saul increased all the more in 

strength, and confounded the Jews who 

dwelt in Damascus, proving that this 

Jesus is the Christ. 

 

23 ¶  Now after many days were past, the 

Jews plotted to kill  him.  24  But their 

plot became known to Saul.  And they 

watched the gates day and night, to kill  

him.  25  Then the disciples took him 

by night and let him down through [a 

window in] the wall in a large basket. 

2 Corinthians 11:32-33 

32  In Damascus the governor, under 

Aretas
1
 [ñgraverò] the king, was 

guarding the city of the Damascenes 

with a garrison, desiring to arrest me;  

33  but I was let down in a basket 

through a window in the wall, and 

escaped from his hands.
1
 

                                                           
1
 Aka, Aretes: an Arabian king.  He made 

war in AD 36 on his son-in-law Herod 

Antipas for having divorced his daughter; 

and with such success as completely to 

destroy his army.  Consequently, Vitellius, 

then governor of Syria, being ordered by 

Caesar Tiberius to march an army against 

Aretes, prepared for war.  But, because 

 

Galatians 1:16b-19 

... I did not immediately confer with 

flesh and blood,  17  nor did I go up to 

Jerusalem to those who were apostles 

before me; but I went to Arabia [to 

Mt Sinai, perhaps: Ga 4:25] , and re-

turned again to Damascus.  18  Then 

after three [3]  years [in Arabia, then 

Damascus: not clear how much time 

in each] I went up to Jerusalem to 

see Peter, and remained with him 

fifteen [15]  days.  19  But I saw none 

of the other apostles except James, 

the Lordôs brother. 

 

26  And when Saul had come to Jerusalem 

[probably three [3] years later: Ga 1:18 

(so ~ AD 37: Ac 9:1)] , he tried to join the 

disciples; but they were all afraid of him, 

and did not believe that he was a disci-

ple.  27  But Barnabas took him and 

brought him to the apostles.  And he 

declared to them how he had seen the 

Lord on the road, and that He had spo-

ken to him, and how he had preached 

boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus.  

28  So he was with them at Jerusalem, 

coming in and going out. 29  And he 

spoke boldly in the name of the Lord 

Jesus and disputed against the Hellen-

ists, but they attempted to kill  him. 
 

                                                                     

Tiberius in the meantime had died (March 

16, AD 37), he recalled his troops from the 

march, dismissed them to winter quarters, 

and departed for Rome.  After his departure, 

Aretas held sway over the region of Da-

mascus (how acquired we do not know), 

and placed an ethnarch over the city, who 

tried to capture Paul upon his return to 

Damascus three years later. 

 

Acts 22:17-21 
Now it happened, when I [Paul] re-

turned to Jerusalem and was praying 

in the temple, that I was in a trance  18  

and saw Him saying to me, 

óMake haste and get out of Jerusalem 

quickly, for they will not receive your 

testimony concerning Me.ô  19 

So I said, 

óLord, they know that in every syna-

gogue I imprisoned and beat those 

who believe on [epi]  You.  20  And 

when the blood of Your martyr 

Stephen was shed, I also was 

  standing by [cf. Acts 8:1a ]  

 consenting to his death, and 

 guarding the clothes of those 

  who were killing him.ô  21 

Then He said to me, 

óDepart, for I will send you far from 

here to the Gentiles.ôò 

 

30  When the brethren found out [that 

the Hellenists attempted to kill Saul], 

they brought him down to Caesarea 

and sent him out to Tarsus.  31  Then 

the churches throughout all Judea, 

Galilee, and Samaria had peace and 

were edified.  And walking 

in the fear of the Lord and 

in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, 

they were multiplied. 

 

Notes: 

Ga 1:21ðAfterwards Paul went on 

ñto regions of Syria and Ciliciaò.  

Ed to self:  Did the 2Co 11:32-33 

event end Paulôs 1
st
 or 2

nd
 (Ga 1:17c) 

visit to Damascus?  Jews were after 

him on the 1
st
. 

November 12 
 

Acts 9:32   [AD 37-40]  

Peter Heals Aeneas in Lydda 

32 ¶  Now it came to pass, as Peter went 

through all parts of the country, that he 

also came down to the saints who dwelt 

in Lydda
2
 [ñstrifeò].  33  There he found 

a certain man named Aeneas [ñlauda-

bleò], who had been bedridden eight 

[8]  years and was paralyzed.  34  And 

Peter said to him, 

ñAeneas, Jesus the Christ heals you.  

Arise and make your bed.ò  

Then he arose immediately.  35  So all 

who dwelt at Lydda and Sharon
3
 

[ñplain or levelò] saw him and turned 

to the Lord. 

 

Peter Raises Dorcas in Joppa 

36 ¶  At Joppa
4
 [ñbeautifulò] there was 

a certain disciple named Tabitha 

[Aramaic: ñfemale gazelleò], which is 

translated Dorcas [Greek: ñgazelleò].  

This woman was full of good works 

and charitable deeds that she did.  37  

But it happened in those days that she 

became sick and died.  When they had 

washed her, they laid her in an upper 

room.  38  And since Lydda was near 

Joppa, and the disciples had heard that 

Peter was there, they sent two men to 

him, imploring him not to delay in com-

ing to them.  39  Then Peter arose and 
                                                           
2
 A town 9 miles (15 km) from Joppa, that 

is the first town on the northernmost of the 

two roads between Joppa and Jerusalem. 
3
 A level region extending from Caesarea 

of Palestine as far as Joppa, abounding in 

good pasture and famous for its fertility. 
4
 Modern Old Jaffa, a part of Tel-Aviv. 
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went with them.  When he had come, 

they brought him to the upper room.  

And all the widows stood by him weep-

ing, showing the tunics and garments 

that Dorcas had made while she was 

with them.  40  But Peter put them all 

out, and knelt down and prayed.  And 

turning to the body he said, 

ñTabitha, arise.ò 

And she opened her eyes, and when 

she saw Peter she sat up.  41  Then he 

gave her his hand and lifted her up; 

and when he had called the saints and 

widows, he presented her alive.  42  

And it became known throughout all 

Joppa, and many believed on [Greek: 

epi epi]  the Lord.  43  So it was that 

he stayed many days in Joppa with 

Simon, a tanner. 

 

Acts 10   [~AD 40?]  

Cornelius Calls for Peter 

10:1 There was a certain man in Caesarea
5
 

[ñseveredò] called Cornelius [ñof a 

hornò], a centurion of what was called 

the Italian Regiment,  2  a devout man 

and one who feared God with all his 

household, who gave alms generously 

to the people, and prayed to God always.  

3  About the ninth hour of the day [~3 

PM]  he saw clearly in a vision an angel 

of God coming in and saying to him, 

ñCornelius!ò  4 

                                                           
5
 Caesarea of Palestine was built near the 

Mediterranean by Herod the Great on the 

site of Straboôs Tower, between Joppa and 

Dora.  It was provided with a magnificent 

harbor and had conferred upon it the name 

of Caesarea, in honor of Augustus.  It was 

the residence of Roman procurators, and 

the majority of its inhabitants were Greeks. 

And when he observed him, he was 

afraid, and said, 

ñWhat is it, lord?ò 

So he said to him, 

ñYour prayers and your alms have 

come up for a memorial before God.  

5  Now send men to Joppa, and send 

for Simon whose surname is Peter.  6  

He is lodging with Simon, a tanner, 

whose house is by the sea.  He will 

tell you what you must do.ò  7 

And when the angel who spoke to him 

had departed, Cornelius called two [2]  

of his household servants and a devout 

soldier from among those who waited 

on him continually.  8  So when he had 

explained all these things to them, he 

sent them to Joppa [~ 30 miles south, 

less than a day on horseback going, 

more by foot coming back: vv23-24]. 

 

Peter Has a Vision: Things to Eat 

9 ¶  The next day [day 2], as they went 

on their journey and drew near the city, 

Peter went up on the housetop to pray, 

about the sixth hour [~noon].  10  Then 

he became very hungry and wanted to 

eat; but while they made ready, he fell 

into a trance  11  and saw heaven opened 

and an object like a great sheet bound 

at the four [4]  corners, descending to 

him and let down to the ground 

[earth].  12  In it were all kinds of 

four-footed animals 

of the land [earth], 

wild beasts, 

creeping things, and 

birds of the air.  13 

And a voice came to him, [day 3 Ą]  

ñRise, Peter; kill and eat.ò  14 

But Peter said, 

ñNot so, Lord!  For I have never eaten 

anything common or unclean.ò  15 

And a voice spoke to him again the 

second [2
nd

]  time, 

ñWhat God has cleansed 

you must not call common.ò  16 

This was done three [3]  times.  And 

the object was taken up into heaven 

again.  17  Now while Peter wondered 

within himself what this vision that he 

had seen meant, behold, the men who 

had been sent from Cornelius had made 

inquiry for Simonôs house, and stood 

before the gate.  18  And they called and 

asked whether Simon, whose surname 

was Peter, was lodging there. 

 

Peter Visits Cornelius 

19 ¶  While Peter thought about the vision, 

the Spirit said to him, 

ñBehold, three [3]  men are seeking you.  

20  Arise therefore, go down and go 

with them, doubting nothing; for I 

have sent them.ò  21 

Then Peter went down to the men who 

had been sent to him from Cornelius, 

and said, 

ñYes, I am he whom you seek. 

For what reason have you come?ò  22 

And they said, 

ñCornelius the centurion, a just man, 

one who fears God and has a good 

reputation among all the nation of the 

Jews, was divinely instructed by a holy 

angel to summon you to his house, 

and to hear words from you.ò  23 

Then he invited them in and lodged 

them.  On the next day Peter went away 

with them, and some brethren from 

Joppa accompanied him [6 men: 11:12] .  

24  And the following day [day 4] they 

entered Caesarea.  Now Cornelius was 

waiting for them, and had called to-

gether his relatives and close friends.  

25  As Peter was coming in, Cornelius 

met him and fell down at his feet and 

worshiped him.  26  But Peter lifted him 

up, saying, 

ñStand up; I myself am also a man.ò  27 

And as he talked with him, he went 

in and found many who had come to-

gether.  28  Then he said to them, 

ñYou know how unlawful it is for a 

Jewish man to keep company with or 

go to one of another nation.  But God 

has shown me that I should not call any 

man common or unclean.  29  There-

fore I came without objection as soon 

as I was sent for.  I ask, then, for what 

reason have you sent for me?ò  30 

[  day 1, 3 PM: Corneliusô vision 

 day 2, noon: Peterôs vision 

 day 3: travel toward Caesarea 

 day 4, 3 PM?: Peter at Corneliusô] 

So Cornelius said,  [
ĉ
 inclusive] 

ñFour [4]  days ago I was fasting until 

this hour; and at the ninth hour [~3 PM]  

I prayed in my house, and behold, 

a man stood before me in bright 

clothing,  31  and said, 

 óCornelius, your prayer has been heard, 

and your alms are remembered in the 

sight of God.  32  Send therefore to Joppa 

and call Simon here, whose surname 

is Peter.  He is lodging in the house 

of Simon, a tanner, by the sea.  When 

he comes, he will speak to you.ô  33 

So I sent to you immediately, and you 

have done well to come.  Now therefore, 

we are all present before God, to hear 

all the things commanded you by God.ò 
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The Gentiles Hear the Good News 

34 ¶  Then Peter opened his mouth and 

said: 

ñIn truth I perceive that God shows no 

partiality.  35  But 

in every nation 

whoever 

 fears Him and 

 works righteousness 

is accepted by Him.  36 

The [gospel] word that God sent 

to the children of Israel, preaching 

 peace through Jesus Christ 

 ïï He is Lord of all ïï  37 

that word you know, which was 

proclaimed throughout all Judea, and 

began from Galilee after the baptism 

that John preached:  38 

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 

with the Holy Spirit and 

with power,  [Da 9:24f]  

who went about 

doing good and 

healing all 

 who were oppressed by the devil, 

for God was with Him.  39 

And we are witnesses of 

all things that He did, both 

 in the land of the Jews and 

 in Jerusalem, 

whom they killed by hanging on a tree.  

40  Him God 

raised up on the third [3
rd
]  day, and 

showed Him openly,  41 

not to all the people, but 

to witnesses chosen before by God, even 

to us who ate and drank with Him 

after He arose from the dead.  42 

And He commanded us 

to preach to the people, and 

to testify that 

it is He who was ordained by God to 

be Judge of the living and the dead.  43  

To Him all the prophets witness that, 

through His name, whoever believes 

into [in] [Greek: eis] Him will receive 

remission [release from bondage or 

imprisonment] of sins.ò 
 

The Gentiles Receive the Holy Spirit 

44 ¶  While Peter was still speaking these 

words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all 

those who heard the word [message].  

45  And those of the circumcision who 

believed were astonished, as many as 

came with Peter [6 men: 11:12] , be-

cause the gift of the Holy Spirit had 

been poured out on the Gentiles also.  

46  [Proof:]  For they heard them 

speak with tongues and magnify God.  

Then Peter answered,  47 

ñCan anyone forbid water, 

that these should not be baptized 

who have received the Holy Spirit 

just as we have?ò  48 

[Received the HS and were dunked in 

water, after HS was poured on them.  

But see v16: it is called baptism.]  

And he commanded them to be 

baptized in [Greek: en]  
 the name of the Lord. 

Then they asked him to stay a few days. 

[Steve Gregg: Acts 11 - 12]  

Acts 11 

Peter Explains His Actions 

11:1 ¶  Now the apostles and brethren who 

were in Judea heard that the Gentiles 

had also received the word of God.  2  

And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, 

those of the circumcision contended 

with him,  3  saying, 

ñYou went in to uncircumcised men 

and ate with them!ò  4 

But Peter explained it to them in order 

from the beginning, saying:  5 

ñI was in the city of Joppa praying; 

and in a trance I saw a vision, an object 

descending like a great sheet, let down 

from heaven by four [4]  corners; and 

it came to me.  6  When I observed it 

intently and considered, I saw 

four-footed animals 

of the land [earth], 

wild beasts, 

creeping things, and 

birds of the air.  7 

And I heard a voice saying to me, 

óRise, Peter; kill and eat.ô  8  

But I said, 

óNot so, Lord!  For nothing common 

or unclean has at any time entered 

my mouth.ô  9  

But the voice answered me again 

from heaven, 

óWhat God has cleansed 

you must not call common.ô  10 

Now this was done three [3]  times, and 

all were drawn up again into heaven.  11  

At that very moment, three [3]  men 

stood before the house where I was, 

having been sent to me from Caesarea.  

12  Then the Spirit told me to go with 

them, doubting nothing.  Moreover 

these six [6]  brethren accompanied 

me, and we entered the manôs house.  

13  And he told us how he had seen an 

angel standing in his house, who said 

to him, 

óSend men to Joppa, and call for Simon 

whose surname is Peter,  14  who will 

tell you words by which you and all 

your household will be saved.ô  15 

And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit 

fell upon them, as upon us at the begin-

ning [Pentecost].  16  Then I remember-

ed the word of the Lord, how He said, 

óJohn indeed baptized with water, 

but you shall be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit.ô  17 

If therefore God gave them the same 

gift as He gave us when we believed 

on [epi]  the Lord Jesus Christ, who 

was I that I could withstand God?ò  18 

When they heard these things they 

became silent; and they glorified God, 

saying, 

ñThen God has also granted to 

the Gentiles repentance to life.ò 

 

The Church in Antioch of Syria 

19 ¶  Now those who were scattered after 

the persecution that arose over Stephen 

[cf. 8:1b-4] traveled as far as Phoeni-

cia, Cyprus, and Antioch
6
 [ñdriven 

againstò] , preaching the word to no one 

but the Jews only.  20  But some of them 

were men from Cyprus and Cyrene, 

who, when they had come to Antioch, 

spoke to the Hellenists, preaching the 

Lord Jesus.  21  And the hand of the Lord 

was with them, and a great number 

believed and turned to the Lord.  22  

Then news of these things came to the 

ears of the church in Jerusalem, and 

they sent out Barnabas [ñson of encour-

agementò] to go as far as Antioch.  23  

When he came and had seen the grace 

of God, he was glad, and encouraged 

them all that with purpose of heart 

they should continue [abide] with the 

                                                           
6
 Capital of Syria, situated on the river 

Orontes, founded by Seleucus Nicanor in 

300 BC and named in honor of his father, 

Antiochus.  Many Greek-Jews (Hellenists) 

lived there. 
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Lord.  24  For he was a good man, full 

of the Holy Spirit and of faith.  And a 

great many people were added to the 

Lord.  25  Then Barnabas departed for 

Tarsus to seek Saul.  26  And when he 

had found him, he brought him to An-

tioch.  So it was that for a whole year 

they assembled with the church and 

taught a great many people.  And the 

disciples were first called Christians in 

Antioch. 

 

[AD 41]  

Agabus Prophesies a Great Famine 

27 ¶  And in these days prophets came 

from Jerusalem to Antioch.  28  Then 

one of them, named Agabus [ñlocustò; 

appears again in 21:10] , stood up and 

showed by the Spirit that there was 

going to be a great famine throughout 

all the world [ɞɘῘəɞɡɛɏɜɖ oikoumeneῈ  
ñthe inhabited earthò, i.e., the Roman 

Empire], which also [actually] happened 

in the days of Claudius [ñlameò] 

Caesar
7
.  29  Then the disciples, each 

according to his ability, determined to 

send relief to the brethren dwelling in 

Judea.  30  This they also [actually] did, 

and sent it to the elders
8
 by the hands 

of Barnabas and Saul [cf. 12:25]. 

 

Acts 12   [AD 41]  

Herod Kills James, Imprisons Peter 

12:1 ¶  Now about that time Herod 

[Agrippa (I)]  the king stretched out his 

                                                           
7
 The fourth Roman emperor, who came 

to power in AD 41 and was poisoned by his 

wife Agrippina, in AD 54. 
8
 Elders in Judea/Jerusalem, where Barna-

bas & Saul apparently stayed for three years 

(AD 41-44): 12:25. 

hand to harass some from the church.  2  

Then he killed James the brother of 

John with the sword.  3  And because 

he saw that it pleased the Jews, he 

proceeded further to seize Peter also.  

Now it was during the Days of Un-

leavened Bread.  4  So when he had 

arrested him, he put him in prison, and 

delivered him to four [4]  squads of 

soldiers [4 ea., thus, 16] to keep him, 

intending to bring him before the 

people after [the seven-day feast of] 

Passover. 

 

5 ¶  Peter was therefore kept in prison 

[for ~7 days], but constant prayer was 

offered to God for him by the church. 

 

Peterôs Miraculous Escape from Prison 

6  And when Herod was about to bring 

him out, that [after-Passover: v4] night 

Peter was sleeping, bound with two [2]  

chains between two [2]  soldiers; and 

the guards before the door were keeping 

the prison.  7  Now behold, an angel of 

the Lord stood by him, and a light shone 

in the prison; and he struck Peter on the 

side and raised him up, saying, 

ñArise quickly!ò 

And his chains fell off his hands.  8  

Then the angel said to him, 

ñGird yourself and tie on your sandalsò; 

and so he did.  And he said to him, 

ñPut on your garment and follow me.ò  9 

So he went out and followed him, and 

did not know that what was done by the 

angel was real, but thought he was see-

ing a vision.  10  When they were past 

the first [1
st
]  and the second [2

nd
]  guard 

posts, they came to the iron gate that 

leads to the city, which opened to them 

of its own accord; and they went out 

and went down one street, and immedi-

ately the angel departed from him.  11  

And when Peter had come to himself, 

he said, 

ñNow I know for certain that the Lord 

has sent His angel, and has delivered 

me from the hand of Herod and from 

all the expectation of the Jewish 

people.ò  12 

So, when he had considered this, he 

came to the house of Mary [a sister of 

Barnabas: Col 4:10] , the mother of 

John whose surname was Mark [later 

the companion of Barnabas and Paul 

on the first part of their first mission 

trip: 12:25b, 13:5b, and 13:13b; and 

possibly the author of the Gospel of 

Mark, at the dictation of Peter] , where 

many were gathered together praying.  

13  And as Peter knocked at the door of 

the gate, a girl named Rhoda [ñroseò] 

came to answer.  14  When she recog-

nized Peterôs voice, because of her 

gladness she did not open the gate, but 

ran in and announced that Peter stood 

before the gate.  15  But they said to her, 

ñYou are beside yourself!ò 

Yet she kept insisting that it was so. 

So they said, 

ñIt is his angel [or messenger].ò  16 

Now Peter continued knocking; and 

when they opened the door and saw 

him, they were astonished.  17  But 

motioning to them with his hand to 

keep silent, he declared to them how 

the Lord had brought him out of the 

prison.  And he said, 

ñGo, tell these things to James
9
 

and to the brethren.ò 

And he departed and went to another 

place.  18  Then, as soon as it was day, 

there was no small stir among the sol-

diers about what had become of Peter.  

19  But when Herod had searched for 

him and not found him, he examined 

the guards and commanded that they 

should be put to death.  And he went 

down from Judea to Caesarea, and 

stayed there. 

 

The Death of Herod Agrippa (I) [AD 44]  

20 ¶  Now Herod had been very angry 

with the people of Tyre and Sidon; but 

they came to him with one accord, and 

having made Blastus [ñsproutò] the 

kingôs personal aide their friend, they 

asked for peace, because their country 

was supplied with food by the kingôs 

country.  21  So on a set day Herod, 

arrayed in royal apparel, sat on his 

throne and gave an oration to them.  22  

And the people kept shouting, 

ñThe voice of a god and not of a man!ò 23 

Then immediately an angel of the Lord 

struck him, because he did not give 

glory to God.  And he was eaten by 

worms and died.  24 

 

But the word of God grew and multi-

plied.  25  And Barnabas and Saul re-

turned [to Antioch: 11:27-30]  from 

Jerusalem when they had fulfilled their 

ministry [of taking the gift: 11:30] , and 

they also took with them John whose 

surname was Mark. 

                                                           
9
 The brother of Jesus, and author of the 

Book of James, for James the brother of 

John had just been killed: v2. 
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November 13 
[Steve Gregg: Acts 13:1 - 15:5]  

Acts 13   [~AD 46]  

Barnabus and Saul are Sent Out 

13:1 ¶  Now in the church that was at 

Antioch there were certain prophets 

and teachers [5 named]: 

Barnabas [ñson of encouragementò], 

Simeon [ñharkeningò]  

 who was called Niger [ñblackò], 

Lucius [ñlight: bright: whiteò] 

 of Cyrene, 

Manaen [ñcomforterò] 

 who had been brought up with 

Herod the tetrarch, and 

Saul [ñdesiredò].  2 

As they ministered to the Lord and 

fasted, the Holy Spirit said, 

ñNow separate to Me Barnabas and 

Saul for the work to which I have 

called them.ò  3 

Then, having fasted and prayed, and 

laid hands on them, they sent them away. 

 [See map and maps. ~AD 46]  

Paulôs First Missionary Journey 

4 ¶  So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, 

they went down [river]  to Seleucia
10

 

[ñwhite lightò], 

and from there they sailed to Cyprus
11

 

[ñlove: a blossomò].  5 

And when they arrived in Salamis 

[ñsaltò; a city on Cyprus], 

they preached the word of God in the 

synagogues of the Jews.  They also had 

John [Mark]  as their assistant.  6 

                                                           
10

 A city of Syria near the mouth of the Oron-

tes, about 16 miles (25 km) from Antioch. 
11

 A very fertile and delightful island of 

the Mediterranean, lying between Cilicia 

and Syria. 

Now when they had gone through the 

island to Paphos
12

 [ñboiling or hotò], 

they found a certain sorcerer, a false 

prophet, a Jew whose name was Bar-

Jesus [ñson of Jesusò],   7  who was with 

the proconsul, Sergius [ñearth-born: 

born a wonderò] Paulus [ñsmall or 

littleò], an intelligent man.  This man 

called for Barnabas and Saul and sought 

to hear the word of God.  8  But Elymas 

[ña wise manò, i.e., sorcerer; so this is 

Bar-Jesus] the sorcerer (for so his name 

is translated) withstood them, seeking 

to turn the proconsul away from the 

faith.  9  Then Saul [ñdesiredò], who 

also is called Paul [ñsmall or littleò], 

filled with the Holy Spirit, looked 

intently at him  10  and said, 

ñO full of all deceit and all fraud, you 

son of the devil, you enemy of all 

righteousness, will you not cease per-

verting the straight ways of the Lord?  

11  And now, indeed, the hand of the 

Lord is upon you, and you shall be 

blind, not seeing the sun for a time.ò 

And immediately a dark mist fell on 

him, and he went around seeking some-

one to lead him by the hand.  12  Then 

the proconsul believed, when he saw 

what had been done, being astonished 

at the teaching of the Lord. 

 

Paul Preaches in Antioch of Pisidia 

13  Now when Paul and his party set 

sail from Paphos, they came to Perga
13

 

                                                           
12

 A maritime city on the west end of Cy-

prus, with a harbor.  It was the residence 

of a Roman proconsul. 
13

 A town in Pamphylia, on the river Ces-

tius, at a distance of 6+ miles (10 km) from 

[ñearthyò] in Pamphylia
14

 [ñof every 

tribeò]; and John [Mark] , departing 

from them, returned to Jerusalem. 

 

14 ¶  But when they departed from Perga, 

they came to Antioch
15

 [ñdriven 

againstò] in Pisidia
16

, and went into 

the synagogue on the Sabbath day and 

sat down.  15  And after the reading of 

the Law and the Prophets, the rulers of 

the synagogue sent to them, saying, 

ñMen and brethren, if you have any 

word of exhortation for the people, 

say on.ò  16 

Then Paul stood up, and motioning 

with his hand said, 

ñMen of Israel, and you who fear God, 

listen:  17 

The God of this people Israel chose 

our fathers, and exalted the people 

when they dwelt as strangers in the 

land of Egypt, and with an uplifted 

arm He brought them out of it.  18  

Now for a time of about forty [~40]  

years He put up with their ways in 

the wilderness.  19  And when He had 

destroyed seven [7]  nations in the 

land of Canaan, He distributed their 

                                                                     

its mouth, and famous in antiquity for the 

worship of Artemis (Diana). 
14

 A province in Asia Minor, bounded on 

the east by Cilicia, on the west by Lycia and 

Phrygia Minor, on the north by Galatia and 

Cappadocia, and on the south by the Med-

iterranean Sea.  Part of modern Turkey. 
15

 A city in Pisidia on the border of Phrygia, 

founded by Seleucus Nicanor.  Under the 

Romans it became a ñcoloniaò and was also 

called Caesarea. 
16

 A region in Asia Minor bounded by Pam-

phylia, and the Pamphylian Sea, Phrygia, 

and Lycaonia. 

land to them by allotment.  20  After 

that He gave them judges for about 

four hundred and fifty [~450] years, 

until Samuel the prophet.  21  And af-

terward they asked for a king; so God 

gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man 

of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty [40]  

years.  22  And when He had removed 

him, He raised up for them David as 

king, to whom also He gave testimony 

and said, 

óI have found David the son of Jesse, 

a man after My own heart, 

who will do all My will.ô  23 

From this manôs seed, according to the 

promise, God raised up for Israel a 

Savior ïï Jesus ïï  24  after John [the 

Baptist] had first preached, before 

His coming, the baptism of repentance 

to all the people of Israel.  25  And as 

John was finishing his course, he said, 

óWho do you think I am?  I am not 

He.  But behold, there comes One 

after me, the sandals of whose feet 

I am not worthy to loose.ô  26 

Men and brethren, sons of the family 

of Abraham, and those among you 

who fear God, to you the word of this 

salvation has been sent.  27  For those 

who dwell in Jerusalem, and their 

rulers, because they did not know Him, 

nor even the voices of the Prophets 

that are read every Sabbath, have 

fulfilled them in condemning Him.  28  

And though they found no cause for 

death in Him, they asked Pilate that 

He should be put to death.  29  Now 

when they had fulfilled all that was 

written concerning Him, they took Him 

down from the tree and laid Him in a 

tomb.  30  But God raised Him from the 
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dead.  31  He was seen for many days 

[40: v1:3]  by those who came up 

with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, 

who are His witnesses to the people.  

32  And we declare to you glad tidings 

ïï that promise that was made to the 

fathers.  33  God has fulfilled this for 

us their children, in that He has 

raised up Jesus.  As it is also written 

in the second Psalm: 

óYou are My Son, 

Today I have begotten You.ô  34 

Psalm 2:7 

ñI will declare the decree: 

YHWH has said to Me, 

 óYou are My Son, 

  Today I have begotten You. 

 [Today = Resurrection Day: v33] 

And that He raised Him from the dead, 

no more to return to corruption, 

He has spoken thus: 

ó___ I will give 

     you 

The sure mercies of David.ô  35 

Isaiah 55:3 

Incline your ear, and come to Me. 

Hear, and your soul shall live; 

And I will make 

 an everlasting covenant with you 

ïï The sure mercies of David. 

Therefore He also says in another 

Psalm: 

óYou will not allow Your Holy One 

to see corruption.ô  36 

Psalm 16:10 

For You will not leave my soul 

 in Sheol [the grave, the pit, death], 

Nor will You allow Your Holy One 

 to see corruption. 

For David, after he had served his own 

generation by the will of God, fell 

asleep, was buried with his fathers, 

and saw corruption;  37  but He whom 

God raised up saw no corruption.  38  

Therefore, let it be known to you, 

brethren, that through this Man is 

preached to you the forgiveness of 

sins;  39  and by Him everyone who 

believes is justified from all things 

from which you could not be justified 

by the law of Moses [now obsolete: 

He 13:8] .  40  Beware therefore, lest 

what has been spoken in the prophets 

come upon you:  41 [~LXX:]  

óBehold, you despisers, 

Marvel and perish! 

For I ___ work a work in your days, 

a work 

That you will  by no means believe, 

Though one were 

  to declare it to you.ôò 

Habbakuk 1:5 

Look among the nations and watch 

ïï Be utterly astounded! 

For I will  work a work in your days 

That you would not         believe, 

Though it   were told   you. 

 

42 ¶  So when the Jews went out of the 

synagogue, the Gentiles begged that 

these words might be preached to them 

the next Sabbath.  43  Now when the 

congregation had broken up, many of 

the Jews and devout proselytes followed 

Paul and Barnabas, who, speaking to 

them, persuaded them to continue 

[abide] in the grace of God. 

 

 

 

Paul Turns to the Gentiles 

44  On the next Sabbath almost the whole 

city came together to hear the word of 

God.  45  But when the Jews saw the 

multitudes, they were filled with envy; 

and contradicting and blaspheming, 

they opposed the things spoken by 

Paul.  46  Then Paul and Barnabas grew 

bold and said, 

ñIt was necessary that the word of God 

should be spoken to you first; but since 

you reject it, and judge yourselves 

unworthy of Eternal [everlasting] life, 

behold, we turn to the Gentiles.  47 

For so the Lord has commanded us: 

óI have set you as 

a light to the Gentiles, 

 That you should be for 

__ salvation to the ends 

of the lands [earth].ôò 

Isaiah 49:6 

 indeed He says [to Isaiah], 

ñIt is too small a thing that 

 you should be My servant [only]  

 to raise up 

  the tribes of Jacob, and 

 to restore 

  the preserved ones of Israel; 

I will also give you as 

 a light to the Gentiles, 

  that you should be __ 

 My salvation to the ends 

of the lands [earth].ò 

48  Now when the Gentiles heard this, 

they were glad and glorified the word 

of the Lord.  And as many as had been 

appointed to Eternal life believed.  49  

And the word of the Lord was being 

spread throughout all the region.  50  

But the Jews [1]  stirred up the devout 

and prominent women and the chief men 

of the city, [2]  raised up persecution 

against Paul and Barnabas, and [3]  

expelled them from their region.  51  

But they shook off the dust from their 

feet against them [cf. Lu 10:11] , and 

came to Iconium
17

 [ñlittle imageò].  52  

And the disciples were filled with joy 

and with the Holy Spirit. 

 

Acts 14 

Paul and Barnabus in Iconium 

14:1 ¶  Now it happened in Iconium that 

they went together to the synagogue 

of the Jews, and so spoke that a great 

multitude both of the Jews and of the 

Greeks believed.  2  But the unbelieving 

Jews stirred up the Gentiles and poi-

soned their minds against the brethren.  

3  Therefore they stayed there a long 

time, speaking boldly in the Lord, who 

was bearing witness to the word of His 

grace, granting signs and wonders to be 

done by their hands.  4  But the multitude 

of the city was divided: 

part sided with the Jews, and 

part with the apostles.  5 

And when a violent attempt was made 

by both the Gentiles and Jews, with their 

rulers, to abuse and stone them,  6  they 

became aware of it and fled to Lystra
18

 

[ñransomingò]  and Derbe
19

 [ñtanner 

(of skin): coverer with skinò] , [other] 

cities of Lycaonia, and to the surround-

ing region.  7  And they [P&B]  were 

preaching the gospel there. 

                                                           
17

 A famous city of Asia Minor, and the 

capital of Lycaonia, now part of Turkey. 
18

 A city in the eastern part of the great 

plain of Lycaonia, now part of Turkey. 
19

 A city of Lycaonia, on the confines of 

Isauria. 
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Paul and Barnabus in Lystra, Derbe 

8 ¶  And in Lystra a certain man with-

out strength in his feet was sitting, a 

cripple from his motherôs womb, who 

had never walked.  9  This man heard 

Paul speaking.  Paul, observing him 

intently and seeing that he had faith to 

be healed,  10  said with a loud voice, 

ñStand up straight on your feet!ò 

And he leaped and walked.  11 

Now when the people saw what Paul 

had done, they raised their voices, 

saying in the Lycaonian language, 

ñThe gods have come down to us in 

the likeness of men!ò  12 

And Barnabas they called Zeus [ña 

father of helpsò; Latin/Roman: Jupiter, 

Jove], and Paul, Hermes [ñherald of 

the godsò; Latin/Roman: Mercurius, 

Mercury], because he was the chief 

speaker.  13  Then the priest of Zeus, 

whose temple was in front of their 

city, brought oxen and garlands to the 

gates, intending to sacrifice with the 

multitudes.  14  But when the apostles 

Barnabas and Paul heard this, they 

tore their clothes and ran in among the 

multitude, crying out  15  and saying, 

ñMen, why are you doing these things?  

We also are men with the same nature 

as you, and preach to you that you 

should turn from these useless things 

[context: ñgodsò such as Zeus and 

Hermes] to the living God, who made 

the heaven, the land [earth], the sea, 

and all things that are in them,  16 

Exodus 20:11a 
For six days YHWH made the heavens 

and the land [earth], the sea, 

and all ____ that are [is] in them, ... 

who in bygone generations allowed all 

nations to walk in their own ways.  17  

Nevertheless He did not leave Himself 

without witness, in that He did good, 

gave us rain from heaven and fruitful 

seasons, filling our hearts with food 

and gladness.ò  18 

And [even] with these sayings they 

could scarcely restrain the multitudes 

from sacrificing to them. 

 

19 ¶  Then Jews from Antioch [of Psidia: 

13:14] and Iconium came there; and 

having persuaded the multitudes, they 

stoned Paul and dragged him out of 

the city, supposing him to be dead.  20  

However, when the disciples gathered 

around him, he rose up and went into 

the city.  And the next day he departed 

with Barnabas to Derbe. 

 

 

Paul and Barnabus Return to 

Antioch of Syria 

21  And when they had preached the gos-

pel to that city and made many disciples, 

they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and 

Antioch [of Psidia],  22  strengthening 

the souls of the [new] disciples, exhort-

ing them to continue [keep abiding] in 

the faith, and saying, 

ñWe must through many tribulations 

enter the Kingdom of God.ò  23 

So when they had appointed elders in 

every church [ first church elders], and 

prayed with fasting, they commended 

them to the Lord in whom they had 

believed.  24  And after they had 

passed through Pisidia, they came to 

Pamphylia. 

 

25  Now when they had preached the 

word in Perga, they went down to At-

talia
20

 [ñYHWHôs due seasonò].  26  From 

there they sailed to Antioch [of Syria], 

where they had been commended to 

the grace of God for the work that they 

had completed.  27  Now when they had 

come and gathered the church together, 

they reported all that God had done with 

them
21

, and that He had opened the door 

of faith to the Gentiles.  28  So they stayed 

there a long time with the disciples. 
 

[Next, but not recorded in Acts:] 

 Galatians 2:1 

Then after fourteen [14]  years [after 

his conversion, so ~AD 48: Ac 9:1]  

I went up again to Jerusalem with 

Barnabas, and also took Titus with me.  

[That must refer to a round trip.] 

 

 Galatians 2:11 

Now when Peter had come to Antioch, 

I withstood him to his face, because 

he was to be blamed; 

 

[~AD 49]  

Acts 15:1  [is repeated after Galatians]  

15:1 ¶  And certain men came down from 

Judea [to Antioch of Syria]  and taught 

the brethren [the false notion about 

which Paul wrote the Galatians, viz.] , 

ñUnless you are circumcised according 

to the custom of Moses, you cannot be 

saved.ò 

                                                           
20

 A maritime city of Pamphylia in Asia, 

very near the border of Lycia, built and 

named by Attalus Philadelphus, king of 

Pergamos; now called Antali. 
21

 Later reported to Luke by Paul, for in-

clusion in this Book of Acts. 

Galatians 
[Galatia was inhabited by three Gaulish 

tribes, Tolistobogioi, Tektosages, and 

Trokmoi, with three city centers, 

Pessinus, Ankyra (aka Ancyria), and 

Tavia (Tavion in Strabo).  Paul prob-

ably wrote to the Galatians from Anti-

och of Syria, shortly before the apos-

tolic council in Jerusalem in AD 49: 

Acts 15.  Although there is no prior 

reference in Acts to Galatia(ns), Ico-

nium, Lystra, and Derbe, were just 

south of Galatia.  Perhaps the letter 

went to nearby cities to the north, pos-

sibly visited then by Paul: Ga 4:13b & 

5:21b?  Paul & Silas definitely visited 

Galatia in Ac 16:6, later in AD 49]  

 

Galatians 1   [~AD 49]  

Greetings from Paul 

1:1 ¶  Paul, an apostle 

([an apostle] not from men nor 

through man, but 

through Jesus Christ and 

 God the Father 

who raised Him from the dead),  2 

and all the brethren who are with me, 

To the churches of Galatia:  3 

Grace to you and peace from 

God the Father and 

our Lord Jesus Christ  4 

ïï who gave Himself for our sins, 

that He might deliver us 

 from this present evil age 

  [ that generation] , 

according to the will of 

 our God and Father,  5  

 to whom be glory 

  forever and ever. 

 Amen. 
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There is Only One Good News 

6 ¶  I marvel that you are turning away 

so soon from Him who called you in 

the grace of Christ, to a different gospel,  

7  which is not another; but there are 

some who trouble you and want to per-

vert the gospel of Christ.  8  But even if 

we, or an angel from heaven, preach any 

other gospel to you than what we have 

preached to you, let him be accursed.  9  

As we have said before, so now I 

say again, if anyone preaches any 

other gospel to you than what you 

have received, let him be accursed. 

 

10 ¶  For do I now persuade men, or 

God?  Or do I seek to please men?  

For if I still pleased men, I would not 

be a bondservant of Christ. 

 

Paulôs Message Comes From Christ 

11  But I make known to you, brethren, 

that the gospel that was preached by 

me is not according to [devised by] 

man.  12  For I neither received it from 

man, nor was I taught it, but it came 

through the revelation of Jesus Christ.  

13  For you have heard of my former 

conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted 

the church of God beyond measure 

and tried to destroy it.  14  And I 

advanced in Judaism beyond many of 

my contemporaries in my own nation, 

being more exceedingly zealous for 

the traditions of my fathers.  15  But 

when it pleased God, who separated me 

from my motherôs womb and called 

me through His grace,  16  to reveal His 

Son in me, that I might preach Him 

among the Gentiles, I did not immedi-

ately confer with flesh and blood,  17  

nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those 

who were apostles before me; but I 

went to Arabia [to Mt Sinai, perhaps: 

4:25] , and returned again to Damascus.  

18  Then after three [3]  years [likely 

meaning after his conversion in ~AD 

34 (Ac 9:1), so ~AD 37]  I went up to 

Jerusalem to see Peter, and remained 

with him fifteen [15]  days.  19  But I 

saw none of the other apostles except 

James, the Lordôs brother.  20 

(Now concerning the things 

that I write to you, indeed, 

before God, I do not lie.)  21 

Afterward I went the regions of Syria 

and Cilicia [of which his home town 

Tarsus is the capital].  22  And I was 

unknown by face to the churches [as-

semblies] of Judea that were in Christ 

[that is, Jewish assemblies in Christ in 

Syria and Cilicia] .  23  But they were 

hearing only, 

ñHe who formerly persecuted us now 

preaches the faith that he once tried 

to destroy.ò  24 

And they glorified God in me. 

 

Galatians 2 

The Apostles Accept Paul 

2:1 ¶  Then after fourteen [14]  years 

[(again: 1:18) meaning after his con-

version in ~AD 34 (Ac 9:1), so ~AD 48; 

thus, after his first missionary trip] 

I went up again to Jerusalem with 

Barnabas, and also took Titus with me.  

[First we hear of Titus.]  2  And I went 

up by revelation, and communicated to 

them that gospel that I preach among 

the Gentiles ïï 

but privately to those who were 

of reputation, lest by any means 

I might run, or had run, in vain.  3 

Yet not even Titus who was with me, 

being a Greek, was compelled to be 

circumcised.  4  And this [my going to 

Jerusalem]  occurred because of false 

brethren secretly brought in [to the 

church at Antioch, presumeably] 

(who came in by stealth to spy 

out our liberty that we have in 

Christ Jesus, that they might 

bring us into bondage),  5 

to whom we did not yield submission 

even for an hour, that the truth of the 

gospel might continue with you.  6  

But from those who seemed to be 

something ïï 

whatever they were, it makes no 

difference to me; God shows 

personal favoritism to no man 

ïï 

for those who seemed to be something 

added nothing to me.  7 

 

But on the contrary: 

[A]  when they saw that the gospel for 

the uncircumcised had been com-

mitted to me, as the gospel for the 

circumcised was to Peter  8 

(for He [the Holy Spirit] who 

worked effectively in Peter for 

the apostleship to the circum-

cised also worked effectively in 

me toward the Gentiles),  9  and 

[B]  when James [the Lordôs brother: 

1:19] , Cephas [Peter], and John, 

 who seemed to be pillars, 

perceived the grace that had been 

given to me, 

they gave me and Barnabas the right 

hand of fellowship, that 

we should go to the Gentiles and 

they to the circumcised.  10 

They desired only that we should 

remember the poor, the very thing 

that I also was eager to do. 

 

Paul Confronts Peter 

11 ¶  Now when Peter had come to 

Antioch [not recorded in Acts], I 

withstood him to his face, because he 

was to be blamed;  12  for before certain 

men came from James, he would eat 

with the Gentiles; but when they came, 

he withdrew and separated himself, 

fearing those who were of the circum-

cision.  13  And the rest of the Jews 

also played the hypocrite with him, so 

that even Barnabas was carried away 

with their hypocrisy.  14  But when I 

saw that they were not straightforward 

about the truth of the gospel, I said to 

Peter before them all, 
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 ñIf you, being a Jew, live in the man-

ner of Gentiles [free of the law]  and 

not as the Jews [bound by the law] , 

why do you compel Gentiles to live 

as Jews [i.e., bound by the law]?ò  15 

 

We who are Jews by nature, and not 

sinners of the Gentiles,  16  knowing 

that a man is not justified 

 by the works of the law but 

  by faith in Jesus Christ, 

even we have believed in Christ Jesus, 

that we might be justified 

  by faith in Christ and not 

 by the works of the law; for 

  by the works of the law 

 no flesh shall be justified.  17 

But if, 

while we seek to be justified by Christ, 

we ourselves also are found sinners, 

is Christ therefore a minister [MSG: 

accessory or NIV: promoter] of sin? 

Certainly not!  18 

For if I build again those things 

that I destroyed, [not Christ, but]  

I make myself a transgressor.  19 

For I, through the law,  

died to the law 

that I might live to God.  20 
 

I have been crucified with Christ; 

it is no longer I who live, 

 but Christ lives in me; and 

the life that I now live in the flesh 

I live by faith in the Son of God, 

who loved me 

and  gave Himself for me.  21 

I do not set aside the grace of God 

[by pretending to be justified by 

the law, as Peter et al were]; for 

if  righteousness comes through the law, 

then Christ died in vain. 

November 14 
 

Galatians 3 

Further to Law vs. Faith in Christ 

3:1 ¶  O foolish Galatians! 

Who has bewitched you 

that you [like Peter then] 

 should not obey the truth, 

[ïï you] before whose eyes 

Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed 

among you as crucified?  2 

This only I want to learn from you: 

Did you receive the Spirit by the works 

of the law, or by the hearing of faith?  3  

Are you so foolish? 

Having begun in the Spirit, 

are you now being made perfect 

  by [the works of] the flesh?  4 

Have you suffered so many things 

in vain ïï if indeed it was in vain?  5   

Therefore [in light of those questions]  

does He [Christ]  who [ rhetoricalą]  

supplies the Spirit to you and 

works miracles among you, 

do so by the works of the law, 

or by the hearing of faith? 

6 ¶  Just as Abraham 

 ñbelieved     God , and 

  it was accounted 

  to him for righteousness.ò 

Genesis 15:6 

And he believed in YHWH, and 

He  accounted it 

to him for righteousness. 

7  therefore know that only those who 

are of faith are sons of Abraham.  8 

And the Scripture, foreseeing that 

God would justify the Gentiles by faith, 

preached the gospel to Abraham 

beforehand, saying, 

 ñIn you all the nations 

shall be blessed.ò 

Genesis 12:3 
I will bless those who bless you, and 

I will curse him who curses you; 

and in you all the families 

of the lands [earth] shall be blessed. 

Genesis 18:17-18 
And YHWH said,  ñShall I hide from 

Abraham what I am doing, 18a  since 

Abraham shall surely become 

 a great and mighty nation, 

and 18c in him  18b  all the nations 

of the lands [earth] shall be blessed? 

Genesis 22:18 [
ĉ
 the Messiah]  

In your seed all the nations 

of the lands [earth] shall be blessed, 

because you have obeyed My voice. 

9  So then those who are of faith are 

blessed with believing Abraham [i.e., 

blessed along with believer Abraham]. 

10  For as many as are of the works of the 

law are under the curse; for it is written, 

ñCursed is everyone who does not 

continue in all things that are written 

in the book of the  law, to do them.ò 

Deuteronomy 27:26 
óCursed is the   one who does not 

 confirm all the words 

 of this law by observing them.ô 

11  But that no one is justified by the 

law in the sight of God is evident, for 

ñthe just shall live by __ faith.ò 

Habakkuk 2:4 
Behold the proud: 

his soul is not upright in him; but 

the just shall live by his faith. 

12  Yet the law is not of faith, but 

ñthe man who does them 

shall live by themò. 

Leviticus 18:5 
You shall therefore keep 

My statutes and My judgments, which 

if a man does, he shall live by them: 

I am YHWH [your God and King]. 

13  Christ has redeemed us from the 

curse of the law, having become a 

curse for us ïï for it is written, 

ñCursed is 

 everyone who hangs on a treeò ïï 

Deuteronomy 21:23c 
 ... for he who is hanged is 

accursed of God. 

14   that the blessing of Abraham might 

come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, 

that we [all]  might receive the promise 

of the Spirit through faith. 

 

The Law and Godôs Promises 

15 Brethren, I speak [here] in the man-

ner of men: Though it is only a manôs 

covenant, yet if it is confirmed, no one 

annuls or adds to it.  16  Now to Abra-

ham and his Seed [Christ: v16d] were 

the promises made.  He does not say, 

ñAnd to seedsò, [ć repeated promises]  

as of many, but as of one, 

ñAnd to your Seedò, who is Christ. 

Genesis 12:7a 

Then YHWH appeared to Abram and 

said, 

ñTo your Seed [descendants] 

  I will give this land.ò 

Genesis 15:18 

On the same day YHWH made 

a covenant with Abram, saying: 

ñTo your Seed [descendants] 

  I have given this land, 

  from the river of Egypt to 

  the great river, the River Euphrates... 
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17  And this I say, that the law, which 

was [given at Mt. Sinai some] four 

hundred and thirty [430] years later 

[after the Ge 12:7a promise], cannot 

annul the covenant that was confirmed 

before [repeatedly during the 430 years: 

see the Promise-to-Law Summary be-

low]  by God in Christ [ñto your Seedò 

in each of those verses], that it should 

make the promise of no effect.  18  For 

if the inheritance is of the law, it is no 

longer of promise; but God gave it to 

Abraham by promise. 
 

Paulôs Promise-to-Law Summary: 

Ge 12:7  Godôs promise to Abraham 

Ć Ge 15:18 God makes ą a covenant 

Ć Ge 22:18, 24:7, 26:4, 35:12, 48:4, 

Ć Ex 33:1:  repeated confirmations. 

Ć Israelites in Egypt; the exodus at 

Ć 430 years:  promise to Mt. Sinai 

Ex 32:13 God gives the Law at ą 

Ć   40 years in the Wilderness 

De 34:4 God shows Moses the Land 

 

The Purpose of the Law: Guard, Tutor 

19 ¶  What purpose then does the law 

serve?  It was added because of trans-

gressions, till  the Seed should come to 

whom the promise was made; and it 

[ the law] was appointed through angels 

[messengers; cf. Ac 7:53; He 2:2]  by 

the hand of a mediator [Moses].  20  

Now a mediator does not mediate for 

one only, but God is one.  21  Is the law 

then against the promises of God? 

Certainly not! 

For if there had been a law given that 

could have given [Eternal]  life, truly 

righteousness would have been by the 

law.  22  But the Scripture has confined 

all under sin, that the promise by faith 

in Jesus Christ might be given to those 

who believe.  23  But before faith came, 

we were kept under guard by the law, 

kept for the faith that would afterward 

be revealed [after the law was fulfilled 

by Jesus, so after faith came: v25]. 

 

Godôs Children Through Faith 

24  Therefore the law was our tutor to 

bring us to Christ, that we might be 

justified by faith.  25  But after faith has 

come, we are no longer under a tutor. 26  

For you are all sons of God through 

faith in Christ Jesus.  27  For as many 

of you as were baptized into Christ 

have put on Christ [in which]:  28 

there is neither Jew nor Greek, 

there is neither slave nor free, 

there is neither male nor female; 

for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  29 

And if you are Christôs, 

then you are Abrahamôs seed [or Seed], 

[in the sense of the Body of Christ] 

and heirs according to the promise. 

 

Galatians 4 

No longer Slaves, but Adopted as Sons 

4:1 ¶  Now I say that the heir, as long as 

he is a child, does not differ at all from 

a slave, though he is [ to be]  master of all,  

2  but is under guardians and stewards 

until the time appointed by the father.  

3  Even so we, when we were children, 

were in bondage under the elements of 

the world.  4  But when the fullness of 

the time had come, God sent forth His 

Son, born of a woman, born under the 

law,  5  to redeem those who were under 

the law, that we might receive the 

adoption as sons.  6  And because you 

are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit 

of His Son into your hearts, crying out, 

ñAbba, Father!ò  7 

Therefore you are no longer a slave but 

a son, and if a son, then an heir of God 

through Christ [by virtue of being in 

Christ, baptized/dunked into Christ]. 

 

Paulôs Concern for the Galatians 

8 ¶  But then, indeed, when you did not 

know God, you served those which by 

nature are not gods.  9  But now after you 

have known God, or rather are known 

by God, how is it that you turn again 

to the weak and beggarly elements, to 

which you desire again to be in bond-

age?  10  You observe days and months 

and seasons and years.  11  I am afraid 

for you, lest I have labored for you in 

vain [a real possibility to Paul, hence, 

they did not have unconditional Eternal 

security (UES)]. 

 

12 ¶  Brethren, I urge you to become like 

me [in my freedom in Christ], for I be-

came like you [Gentiles, that I might win 

some].  You have not injured me at all.  

13  You know that because of physical 

infirmity I preached the gospel to you 

at the first.  14  And my trial that was in 

my flesh you did not despise or reject, 

but you received me as an angel [mes-

senger] of God, even as Christ Jesus 

[Himself] .  15  What then was the 

blessing you enjoyed?  For I bear you 

witness that, if possible, you would 

have plucked out your own eyes and 

given them to me [hence, his physical 

infirmity had to do with his eyes?].  16  

Have I therefore become your enemy 

because I tell you the truth? 

17 ¶  They [the false teachers]  zealously 

court you, but for no good; yes, they 

want to exclude you [from the freedom 

that is in the truth], that you may be 

zealous for them.  18  But it is good to 

be zealous in a good thing always, and 

not only when I am present with you. 

 

19 ¶  My [dear] little children, for whom 

I labor in birth again until Christ is 

formed in you,  20  I would like to be 

present with you now and to change 

my tone; for I have doubts about you.  

[Sounds like he may have been there 

before but there is no explicit refer-

ence to Galatia in Acts 1-14.] 

 

Abrahamôs Two Sons 

21 ¶  Tell me, you who desire to be under 

the law, do you not hear the law?  22  

For it is written that Abraham had two 

sons: 

[1 ï Ishmael by Hagar: Ge 16:15]  

[2 ï Isaac by Sarah: Ge 21:2-3]  

[1]  the [first]  one by a bondwoman, 

[2]  the other by a freewoman.  23  But 

[1]  he who was of the bondwoman 

was born according to the flesh, and 

[2]  he [who was] of the freewoman 

[was born] through promise,  24 

which [two]  things are symbolic. 

For these are [or symbolize] 

the two covenants: 

[1]  the one from Mount Sinai, 

which gives birth to bondage, 

which is [symbolized by] Hagar 

ïï 25  for this Hagar is [symbolizes] 

Mount Sinai in Arabia [ cf. 1:17; 

the ñmotherò, as it were, of the law] , 

and corresponds to [the] Jerusalem 

that now is and is in bondage 
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[to the law]  with her children 

[the Jews] ïï  26  but 

[2]  the óJerusalemô above [that is, 

the spiritual Jerusalem] is free, 

which is the mother of us all.  27 

For it is written: [ć the Church]  

ñRejoice, O barren, 

 You who do     not bear!  Break 

forth ________ and shout____, 

 You who are not in labor! For the 

desolate has many more children 

Than she who has a husband.ò  28 

Isaiah 54:1 
ñSing   , O barren, 

 You who have not borne!  Break 

forth into singing, and cry aloud, 

You who have not _ labored with 

child!  For more are the children 

of the desolate Than the children 

of the married womanò, 

says YHWH . 
 

[1]  Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, 

are children of promise.  29  But, as he 

[2]  who was born according to the flesh 

then persecuted him [1]  who was born 

according to the Spirit [the Promise of 

the Father], even so it is now [the cir-

cumcision (5:6) persecutes those free 

in Christ].  30  Nevertheless what does 

the Scripture say? 

ñCast out the bondwoman and her son, 

for the son of the bondwoman shall not 

be heir with the son of the freewoman.ò 
31 

Genesis 21:10 
Therefore she said to Abraham, 

ñCast out this bondwoman and her son; 

for the son of this bondwoman shall 

not be heir with my son, namely 

 with Isaac.ò   

So then, brethren, we are not children 

[1]  of the bondwoman but 

[2]  of the free. 

 

Galatians 5 

Freedom in Christ 

5:1 ¶  Stand fast therefore in the liberty 

by which Christ has made us free, and 

do not be entangled again with a yoke 

of bondage . 2  Indeed I, Paul, say to 

you that if you become circumcised 

[in order to follow the law] , Christ will  

profit you nothing.  3  And I testify again 

to every man who becomes circumcised 

that he is a debtor to keep the whole law 

[he has bought in to the whole law].  4  

You have become estranged from Christ, 

you who attempt to be justified by law; 

you have fallen from grace [not UES] .  5  

For we, through the Spirit, eagerly wait 

for the hope of righteousness by faith.  6  

For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision 

[followers of Judaism] nor uncircum-

cision [Gentiles] avails anything, but 

faith working through love.  7 

James 2:14 
What does it profit, my brethren, 

if someone says he has faith 

but does not have works [of love]? 

Can [such empty] ófaithô save him? 
 

You [initially]  ran well.  Who hindered 

you from obeying the truth?  8  This 

persuasion does not come from Him 

who calls you.  9  A little leaven leavens 

the whole lump.  10 

 

I have confidence in you, in the Lord, 

that you will have no other mind; but 

he who troubles you shall bear his 

judgment, whoever he is.  11  And I, 

brethren, if I still preach circumcision 

[as apparently some claim], why do I 

still suffer persecution?  Then [if I did 

preach circumcision] the offense of 

the cross has ceased.  12  I could wish 

that those who trouble you would 

even cut themselves off! 

 

13 ¶  For you, brethren, have been called 

to liberty; only do not use liberty as an 

opportunity for the flesh, but through 

love serve one another [cf. James 2:14b 

on the left]. 14  For all the law is fulfilled 

in one word [message], even in this: 

ñYou shall love your neighbor 

as yourself.ò  15 

Leviticus 19:18 
You shall not take vengeance, nor 

bear any grudge against the children 

of your people, but 

you shall love your neighbor 

as yourself: 

I am YHWH [your God & King]. 

But if you bite and devour one another, 

beware lest you be consumed by one 

another! 
 

Living by the Spiritôs Power 

16  I say then: 

Walk in the Spirit, and [as a result] 

you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.  

17  For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, 

and the Spirit against the flesh; and 

these are contrary to one another, so 

that you do not do the things that you 

wish [Ro 7] .  18  But if you are led by 

the Spirit, you are not under the law.  19  

Now the works of the flesh are evident, 

which are [17 listed, and the like]: 

adultery, 

fornication, 

uncleanness [impure motives], 

lewdness,  20 

idolatry, 

sorcery, 

hatred, 

contentions, 

jealousies, 

outbursts of wrath, 

selfish ambitions, 

dissensions, 

heresies,  21 

envy, 

murders, 

drunkenness, 

revelries, 

and the like; 

of which I tell you beforehand, just as 

I also told you in time past, that those 

who practice such things will not inherit 

the Kingdom of God.  22 

[Da 2:44; 4:3,32,34; 6:26; 7:14,18,27]  

But the fruit of the Spirit is [9 listed] 

love, 

joy, 

peace, 

longsuffering [patience], 

kindness, 

goodness, 

faithfulness,  23 

gentleness, 

self-control. 

Against such there is no law.  24  And 

those who are Christôs have crucified 

the flesh with its passions and desires. 

25  If we live in the Spirit, let us also 

walk in the Spirit.  26  Let us not become 

conceited, provoking one another 

[and] envying one another. 
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Galatians 6 

Sow to the Spirit: Reap Eternal Life 

6:1 ¶  Brethren, if a man is overtaken 

in any trespass, you who are spiritual 

restore such a one in a spirit of gentle-

ness, considering yourself lest you 

also be tempted.  2  Bear one anotherôs 

burdens, and so fulfill the law of 

Christ.  3  For if anyone thinks himself 

to be something, when he is nothing, 

he deceives himself.  4  But let each 

one examine his own work, and then he 

will have rejoicing in himself alone, 

and not in another.  5  For each one 

shall bear his own load.  6 

 

Let him who is taught the word share 

in all good things with him who 

teaches.  7 

 

Do not be deceived, God is not 

mocked; for whatever a man sows, 

that he will also reap.  8  For he who 

sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap 

corruption, but he who sows to the 

Spirit will of the Spirit reap Eternal 

[everlasting] life.  9  And let us not 

grow weary while doing good [being 

led by, and walking in, the Spirit], for 

in due season we shall reap [Eternal 

life]  if we do not lose heart [big ñifò: 

not UES].  10  Therefore, as we have 

opportunity, let us do good to all, 

especially to those who are of the 

household of faith. 

Paulôs Final Advice 

11 ¶  See with what 

large letters 
I have written to you with my own 

hand!  12  As many as desire to make a 

good showing in the flesh, these 

would compel you to be circumcised, 

only that they may not suffer persecu-

tion for the cross of Christ.  13  For not 

even those who are circumcised keep 

the law, but they desire to have you 

circumcised that they may boast in 

your flesh.  14  But God forbid that I 

should boast except in the cross of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world 

[əɧůɛɞɠ kosmos] has been crucified to 

me, and I to the world [same word].  

15  For in Christ Jesus neither circum-

cision nor uncircumcision avails any-

thing, but [what counts is being] 

a new creation [in Christ] .  16  And 

as many as walk according to this 

rule: peace and mercy be upon them, 

and [or : even] upon the Israel of God 

[not ethnic Israel, but the true, spir-

itual Israel, the believers, the Church: 

4:26, Ro 2:8, 9:6] .  17 

 

From now on let no one trouble me, 

for I bear in my body the marks of 

the Lord Jesus.  18 

 

Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ be with your spirit. 

 

Amen. 

November 15 
 

Acts 15   [~AD 49]  

The Council at Jerusalem 

15:1 ¶  And certain men came down from 

Judea [to Antioch of Syria]  and taught 

the brethren [the false notion about 

which Paul had written the Galatians, 

namely], 

ñUnless you are circumcised according 

to the custom of Moses, you cannot be 

saved.ò  2 

Therefore, when Paul and Barnabas had 

no small dissension and dispute with 

them, they determined that Paul and 

Barnabas and certain others of them 

should go up to Jerusalem, to the apos-

tles and elders, about this question.  3  

So, being sent on their way by the 

church, they passed through Phoenicia 

[modern Lebanon] and Samaria, de-

scribing the conversion of the Gentiles; 

and they caused great joy to all the 

brethren.   4  And when they had come 

to Jerusalem, they were received by 

the church and the apostles and the 

elders; and they reported all things that 

God had done with them.  5  But some 

of the sect of the Pharisees who be-

lieved rose up, saying, 

ñIt is necessary 

to circumcise them, and 

to command them to keep 

 the law of Moses.ò 

 

[Steve Gregg: Acts 15:6 - 16:24]  

 

6 ¶  Now the apostles and elders came 

together to consider this matter.  7  And 

when there had been much dispute, 

Peter rose up and said to them: 

ñMen and brethren, you know that a 

good while ago [~12 years: see table 

ñTimeline Deduced from Actsò on page 

2 of this document]  God chose among 

us, that by my mouth the Gentiles 

should hear the word of the gospel 

and believe.  8  So God, who knows the 

heart, acknowledged them by giving 

them the Holy Spirit, just as He did to 

us,  9  and made no distinction between 

us and them, purifying their hearts by 

faith.  10  Now therefore, why do you 

test God by putting a yoke on the neck 

of the disciples that neither our fathers 

nor we were able to bear?  11  But we 

believe that through the grace of the 

Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved 

in the same manner as they.ò  12 

Then all the multitude kept silent and 

listened to Barnabas and Paul declaring 

how many miracles and wonders God 

had worked through them among the 

Gentiles.  13  And after they had become 

silent, James [the brother of the Lord] 

answered, saying, 

ñMen and brethren, listen to me:  14  

Simon has declared how God at the 

first visited the Gentiles to take out of 

them a people for His name.  15 
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And with this the words of the prophets 

agree, just as it is written:  16 

[closer to the LXX than the Masoretic:]  

ñ After this 

I will return and will 

 rebuild the tabernacle of David, 

  which has fallen down; ___ 

 

I will  

 rebuild its ruins, and 

I will  

 set it up;  17 

So that the rest of mankind may seek 

YHWH, Even 

 all the Gentiles 

  who are called by My nameò, 

Says YHWH  

  who does all these things.ô 18 

 

Known to God from eternity are all 

His works.  19  Therefore I judge that 

we should not trouble those from 

among the Gentiles who are turning 

to God,  20  but that we write to them 

to abstain 

[1]  from things polluted by idols, 

[2]  from sexual immorality, 

[3]  from things strangled, and 

[4]  from blood.  21 

For Moses has had throughout many 

generations those who preach him in 

every city, being read in the synagogues 

every Sabbath.ò 
 

The Letter For Gentile Believers 

22 ¶  Then it pleased the apostles and 

elders, with the whole church, to send 

chosen men of their own company to 

Antioch with Paul and Barnabas, namely, 

Judas who was also named Barsabas, and 

Silas, leading men among the brethren.  

23  They wrote this letter by them: 

 
 

Amos 9:11-12 

11 ¶   On that day 

I will          [
Ć
 i.e., kingdom] 

 raise up the tabernacle of David, 

  which has fallen down, and 

 repair its damages; 

I will  

 raise up its ruins, and 

 

 rebuild it as in the days of old;  12 

__ That they   may possess 

 the remnant of Edom, and [/even] 

 all the Gentiles 

  who are called by My nameò, 

Says YHWH  

  who does this  thing_. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

[cf. 21:25b:]  

 from things offered to idols, 

from blood, 

from things strangled, and 

from sexual immorality. 

 

[ă they would be offended by these 4] 

ñThe apostles, the elders, and the brethren, 

To the brethren who are of the Gentiles 

 in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia: 

Greetings.  24 

 

Since we have heard that some who 

went out from us have troubled you 

with words, unsettling your souls, 

saying, 

óYou must be circumcised and 

keep the lawô 

ïï to whom we gave no such com-

mandment ïï  25  it seemed good to 

us, being assembled with one accord, 

to send chosen men to you with our 

beloved Barnabas and Paul,  26  men 

who have risked their lives for the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  27 

We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, 

who will also report the same things 

[as written here] by word of mouth.  28  

For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, 

and to us, to lay upon you no greater 

burden than these necessary things:  29  

that you abstain [cf. Re 2:14,21]  

[1]  from things offered to idols, 

[4]  from blood, 

[3]  from things strangled, and 

[2]  from sexual immorality. 

If you keep yourselves from these, 

you will do well. 

Farewell.ò  30 

 

So when they were sent off, they came 

to Antioch; and when they had gathered 

the multitude together, they delivered 

the letter.  31  When they had read it, 

they rejoiced over its encouragement.  

32  Now Judas [Barsabas] and Silas, 

themselves being prophets also, ex-

horted and strengthened the brethren 

with many words.  33  And after they had 

stayed there for a time, they were sent 

back with greetings from the brethren 

to the apostles.  34  However, it seemed 

good to Silas to remain there [so, appar-

ently, only Judas Barsabas returned].  

35  Paul and Barnabas also remained in 

Antioch, teaching and preaching the 

word of the Lord, with many others 

also. 

 

James 
[James, the brother of the Lord, could 

have written his letter as early as the 

late 40s and as late as shortly before 

his death in ~AD 62.  The earlier date 

may be more likely as the letter deals 

with issues similar to the letter from 

the Jerusalem council and Paulôs 

letter to the Galatians.] 

[Steve Gregg: Intro. & 1:1 - 1:8]  

James 1 

Greetings from James 

1:1 ¶  James, 

a bondservant 

 of God and 

 of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

To the twelve [12 Jewish]  tribes 

 that are scattered abroad: 

Greetings. 

[1Pe 1:6-9, 4:12-19]  

Trials, Faith, and Endurance 

2 ¶  My brethren, count it all joy when 

you fall into various trials,  3  knowing 

that the testing of your faith produces 

patience.  4  But let patience have its 

perfect work, that you may be perfect 

[mature] and complete, lacking nothing.  

5  If any of you lacks wisdom, let him 

ask of God, who gives to all liberally and 
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without reproach, and it will be given 

to him.  6  But let him ask in faith, with 

no doubting, for he who doubts is like 

a wave of the sea driven and tossed by 

the wind.  7  For let not that man suppose 

that he will receive anything from the 

Lord [YHWH] ;  8  he is a double-minded 

man, unstable in all his ways.  9 

[Steve Gregg: James 1:9 - 2:7]  

Let the lowly brother glory in his exalta-

tion,  10  but the rich in his humiliation, 

because as a flower of the field he will 

pass away.  11  For no sooner has the sun 

risen with a burning heat than it withers 

the grass; its flower falls, and its beau-

tiful appearance perishes.  So the rich 

man also will fade away in his pursuits.  

12  Blessed is the man who endures 

temptation; for when he has been 

approved, he will receive the crown 

of [Eternal]  life that the Lord [YHWH]  

has promised to those who love Him. 
 

13 ¶  Let no one say when he is tempted, 

ñI am tempted by Godò; 

for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor 

does He Himself tempt anyone [with 

evil].  14  But each one is tempted when 

he is drawn away by his own desires 

and enticed.  15  Then, when desire has 

conceived, it gives birth to sin; and 

sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth 

death.  16  Do not be deceived, my 

beloved brethren.  17 

 

Every good gift and every perfect gift 

is from above, and comes down from 

the Father of lights, with whom there is 

no variation or shadow of turning.  18  

Of His own will He brought us forth 

by the word of truth, that we might be 

a kind of firstfruits of His creatures. 

Be Doers, Not Hearers Only 

19 ¶  So then, my beloved brethren, 

let every man be 

swift to hear, 

slow to speak, 

slow to wrath;  20 

for the wrath of man does not produce 

the righteousness of God.  21  Therefore 

lay aside all filthiness and overflow of 

wickedness, and receive with meekness 

the implanted word that is able to save 

your souls.  22  But be doers of the word, 

and not hearers only, deceiving your-

selves.  23  For if anyone is a hearer of 

the word and not a doer, he is like a man 

observing his natural face in a mirror;  

24  for he observes himself, goes away, 

and immediately forgets what kind of 

man he was.  25  But he who looks into 

the perfect law of liberty and continues 

in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a 

doer of the work, this one will be blessed 

in what he does.  26  If anyone among 

you thinks he is religious, and does not 

bridle his tongue but deceives his own 

heart, this oneôs religion is useless.  27  

Pure and undefiled religion before 

God and [/even] the Father is this: 

to visit orphans and widows 

 in their trouble, and 

to keep oneself unspotted 

 from the world. 
 

James 2 

Warning against Partiality 

2:1 My brethren, do not hold the faith of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Lord  of glory, 

with partiality.  2  For if there should 

come into your assembly a man with 

gold rings, in fine apparel, and there 

should also come in a poor man in filthy 

clothes,  3  and you pay attention to the 

one wearing the fine clothes and say to 

him, 

ñYou sit here in a good placeò,  

and say to the poor man, 

ñYou stand thereò, or, 

ñSit here at my footstoolò,  4 

have you not shown partiality among 

yourselves, and become judges with 

evil thoughts?  5  Listen, my beloved 

brethren:  Has God not chosen the poor 

of this world to be rich in faith and heirs 

of the kingdom that He promised to 

those who love Him?  6  But you have 

dishonored the poor man.  Do not the 

rich oppress you and drag you into the 

courts?  7  Do they not blaspheme that 

noble Name by which you are called? 

[Steve Gregg: James 2:8 - 3:12]  

8 ¶  If you really fulfill the royal law 

according to the Scripture, 

ñYou shall love your neighbor as 

yourself,ò 

Deuteronomy 5:16 [Verbatim, part] 

Leviticus 19:18 [Verbatim, part] 

you do well;  9  but if you show partiali-

ty, you commit sin, and are convicted 

by the law as transgressors.  10  For 

whoever shall keep the whole law, and 

yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of 

all.  11  For He who said, 

 ñDo not commit adulteryò, 

also said, ñDo not murder.ò 

Exodus 20:14,13 || Deut. 5:18,17 

[Commandments 7 and 6:]  

(7) You shall not commit adultery.  

(6) You shall not murder.  

Now if you do not commit adultery, 

but you do murder, you have become 

a transgressor of the law.  12  So speak 

and so do as those who will be judged 

by the law of liberty [1:25] .  13 

For judgment is without mercy 

to the one who has shown no mercy. 

Mercy triumphs over judgment. 

 

ñFaithò without Good Deeds is Dead 

14 ¶  What does it profit, my brethren, 

if someone says he has faith but does 

not have works?  Can [such] ófaithô 

save him?  15  If a brother or sister is 

naked and destitute of daily food,  16  

and one of you says to him [them], 

ñDepart in peace, be warmed and 

filledò,  [cp. 1John 3:17]  

but you do not give him [them] the 

things that are needed for the body, 

what does it profit?  17  Thus also ófaithô 

by itself, if it does not have works, is 

dead.  18  But someone will say, 

ñYou have faith, and I have works.  

Show me your [invisible] faith with-

out your works, and I will show you 

my faith [visibly]  by my works.ò  19 

You believe that there is one God.  

You do well.  Even the demons believe 

ïï and tremble!  20  But do you want to 

know, O foolish man, that faith without 

works is dead?  21  Was not Abraham 

our father justified by works when he 

offered Isaac his son on the altar?  22  

Do you see that faith was working to-

gether with his works, and by works 

faith was made perfect? 23  And the 

Scripture was fulfilled that says, 

ñAbraham believed God , 

and it was accounted _ 

 to him for righteousness.ò 

Genesis 15:6 
And he    believed in YHWH, 

and He     accounted it 

 to him for righteousness.   
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And he was called the friend of God.  24 

Isaiah 41:8 
ñBut you, 

 Israel, are My servant, 

 Jacob whom I have chosen, 

 the descendants of Abraham 

   My friend;   
 

You see then that a man is justified by 

works [of faith] , and not by faith only.  25 

Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot 

[Jos 2]  also justified by works when she 

received the messengers and 

sent them out another way?  26  For 

as the body without the spirit is dead, 

so faith without works is dead also. 

 

James 3 

Controlling the Tongue 

3:1 ¶  My brethren, let not many of you 

become teachers, knowing that we shall 

receive a stricter judgment.  2  For we all 

stumble in many things.  If anyone does 

not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, 

able also to bridle the whole body.  3  

Indeed, we put bits in horsesô mouths 

that they may obey us, and we turn 

their whole body.  4  Look also at ships: 

although they are so large and are driven 

by fierce winds, they are turned by a 

very small rudder wherever the pilot 

desires.  5  Even so the tongue is a little 

member and boasts great things.  See 

how great a forest a little fire kindles!  6  

And the tongue is a fire, a world of 

iniquity.  The tongue is so set among 

our members that it defiles the whole 

body, and sets on fire the course of 

nature; and it is set on fire by Gehenna 

[hell] [Land/Valley of Hinnom: Je 7:32] .  

7  For every kind of beast and bird, of 

reptile and creature of the sea, is tamed 

and has been tamed by mankind.  8  But 

no man can tame the tongue.  It is an 

unruly evil, full of deadly poison.  9  

With it we bless our God and Father, 

and with it we curse men, who have 

been made in the similitude of God.  10  

Out of the same mouth proceed blessing 

and cursing.  My brethren, these things 

ought not to be so.  11  Does a spring send 

forth fresh water and bitter from the 

same opening?  12  Can a fig tree, my 

brethren, bear olives, or a grapevine bear 

figs?  Thus no spring yields both salt 

water and fresh. 

 

[Steve Gregg: James 3:13 - 4:4]  

True Wisdom Comes from God 

13 ¶  Who is wise and understanding 

among you?  Let him show by good 

conduct that his works are done in the 

meekness of wisdom.  14  But if you 

have bitter envy and self-seeking in 

your hearts, do not boast and lie against 

the truth.  15  This ówisdomô does not 

descend from above, but is earthly, 

sensual, demonic.  16  For where envy 

and self-seeking exist, confusion and 

every evil thing are there.  17  But the 

wisdom that is from above is first: 

pure, then 

peaceable, 

gentle, 

willing to yield, 

full of mercy and good fruits, 

without partiality and 

without hypocrisy.  18 

Now the fruit of righteousness is 

sown in peace 

 by those who make peace. 

James 4 

Drawing Close to God 

4:1 ¶  Where do wars and fights come 

from among you?  Do they not come 

from your desires for pleasure that war 

in your members?  2 

You lust 

 and do not have. 

You murder and covet 

 and cannot obtain. 

You fight and war. 

 Yet you do not have 

 because you do not ask.  3 

You ask 

 and do not receive, 

because you ask amiss, that you 

may spend it on your pleasures.  4 

[Steve Gregg: James 4:5 - 5:20]  

Adulterers and adulteresses! 

Do you not know that friendship with 

the world is enmity with God? 

Whoever therefore wants to be a friend 

of the world makes himself an enemy 

of God.  5  Or do you think that the 

Scripture says in vain, 

ñThe Spirit who dwells in us yearns 

jealouslyò?  6 

~Ex 20:5, 34:14; De 4:24, 5:9,é 
Many ñjealous Godò references, 

but none about the Spirit, per se. 

Perhaps the sense of Ex 29:45, 

Le 26:12, Eze 37:27, Jer 31:1 

But He gives more grace. 

Therefore He says: 

ñGod resists the proud, [LXX version] 

But gives grace to the humble.ò  7 

Proverbs 3:34 
Surely He scorns the scornful, 

but gives grace to the humble. 

Therefore, 

Submit to God. 

Resist the devil 

 and he will flee from you.  8 

Draw near to God 

 and He will draw near to you. 

Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and 

purify your hearts, you double-minded.  9 

Lament and mourn and weep! 

Let your laughter be turned to mourn-

ing and your joy to gloom.  10 

Humble yourselves in the sight of the 

Lord [YHWH] , and He will lift you up. 
 

Warning against Judging Others 

11 ¶  Do not speak evil of one another, 

brethren.  He who speaks evil of a broth-

er and judges his brother, speaks evil 

of the law and judges the law.  But if 

you judge the law, you are not a doer 

of the law but a judge.  12  There is one 

Lawgiver, who is able to save and to 

destroy.  Who are you to judge another? 
 

Warning about Boasting 

13  Come now, you who say, 

ñToday or tomorrow we will go to 

such and such a city, spend a year 

there, buy and sell, and make a 

profitò  [cf. Isa 56:12] ;  14 

whereas you do not know what will 

happen tomorrow [cf. Pr 27:1] .  For 

what is your life?  It is even a vapor 

that appears for a little time and then 

vanishes away.  15 

Instead you ought to say, 

ñIf the Lord [YHWH]  wills, 

 we shall live and do this or that.ò  16 

But now you boast in your arrogance. 

All such boasting is evil.  17  Therefore, 

to him who knows to do good and does 

not do it, to him it is sin. 

 

http://www.genesishistory.org/ChronoBible.html
1yrTitlePage.pdf
1yrTitlePage.pdf#page=3
1yrIsaiah.pdf#page=32
1yrJoshua.pdf#page=3
1yrJeremiah.pdf
http://media.theos.org/Steve%20Gregg/Verse%20by%20Verse/51-James/04-Jam%203_13-4_4.mp3
http://media.theos.org/Steve%20Gregg/Verse%20by%20Verse/51-James/05-Jam%204_5-5_20.mp3
1yrExodus.pdf#page=21
1yrExodus.pdf#page=42
1yrDeuteronomy.pdf#page=7
1yrDeuteronomy.pdf#page=9
1yrExodus.pdf
1yrLeviticus.pdf
1yrEzekiel.pdf
1yrJeremiah.pdf
1yr1Kings.pdf#page=34
1yrIsaiah.pdf#page=46
1yr1Kings.pdf#page=49


Home;   Acts-Paulines TOC:  page 109 1yrTitlePage Last modified:  1/25/2018 10:57 AM Highlighting Legend & Latest Notes 31 

November 16 
 

James 5 

Warning to the Rich 

5:1 ¶  Come now, you rich, weep and howl 

for your miseries that are coming upon 

you!  2  Your riches are corrupted, and 

your garments are moth-eaten.  3  Your 

gold and silver are corroded, and their 

corrosion will be a witness against you 

and will eat your flesh like fire.  You 

have heaped up treasure in the last days 

[that is, recently, or perhaps last before 

the coming of vv7-9].  4  Indeed the wages 

of the laborers who mowed your fields, 

which you kept back by fraud, cry out; 

and the cries of the reapers have reached 

the ears of the Lord of Hosts [Sabaoth] 

[or YHWH Almighty; transliterated from 

Hebrew].  5  You have lived on the land 

[earth] in pleasure and luxury; you have 

fattened your hearts as in a day of 

slaughter.  6  You have condemned, 

you have murdered the just; he does 

not resist you. 

 

Patience, the Judge Comes Soon 

7  Therefore be patient, brethren, until 

the coming of the Lord.  See how the 

farmer waits for the precious fruit of 

the land [earth], waiting patiently for it 

until it receives the early and latter 

rain.  8  You also be patient.  Establish 

your hearts, for ĆĆĆĆ soon! 

the coming of the Lord is at hand.  9 

 

Do not grumble against one another, 

brethren, lest you be condemned. 

Behold,  ĆĆĆĆĆĆĆ soon! 

the Judge is standing at the door! 
 

10  My brethren, take the prophets, who 

spoke in the name of the Lord [YHWH] , 

as an example of suffering and patience.  

11  Indeed we count them blessed who 

endure.  You have heard of the perse-

verance of Job and seen the end in-

tended by the Lord [YHWH]  ïï that the 

Lord [YHWH]  is very compassionate 

and merciful. 

 

12 ¶  But above all, my brethren, do not 

swear, either by heaven or by land [earth] 

or with any other oath.  But let your 

ñYesò, be ñYesò, and your ñNoò, ñNoò, 

lest you fall into judgment.  13 

 

The Power of Prayer 

Is anyone among you suffering? 

Let him pray. 

Is anyone cheerful? 

Let him sing psalms.  14 

Is anyone among you sick? 

Let him call for the elders 

of the church, and 

Let them pray over him, 

anointing him with oil 

in the name of the Lord [YHWH] .  15 

And the prayer of faith 

 will save the sick, 

and the Lord [YHWH]  

 will raise him up. 

And if he has committed sins, 

 he will be forgiven.  16 

Confess your trespasses 

 to   one another, and 

pray 

 for one another, 

that you may be healed. 

The effective, fervent prayer of a 

righteous man avails much.  17  [For 

example,] Elijah was a man with a na-

ture like ours, and he prayed earnestly 

that it would not rain; and it did not 

rain on the land for three years and 

six months [3 yrs 6 mos; 1Ki 17-18] .  18  

And he prayed again, and the heaven 

gave rain, and the land [earth] pro-

duced its fruit. 

 

Restore Wandering Believers 

19  Brethren, if anyone among you 

wanders from the truth [not UES], and 

someone turns him back,  20  let him 

know that he who turns a sinner from 

the error of his way will save a soul 

from death and cover a multitude of 

sins. [Cf. He 6:4-6; 1 Pe 4:8b; Jude 23]  

 

 

 

Acts 15:36   [Still ~AD 49]  

Paul and Barnabas Separate 

36 ¶  Then after some days Paul said to 

Barnabas, 

ñLet us now go back and visit our 

brethren in every city where we have 

preached the word of the Lord, and 

see how they are doing.ò  37 

Now Barnabas was determined to take 

with them John called Mark.  38  But 

Paul insisted that they should not take 

with them the one who had departed 

from them in Pamphylia, and had not 

gone with them to the work.  39  Then 

the contention became so sharp that 

they parted from one another.  And 

so Barnabas took Mark and sailed to 

Cyprus;  40  but Paul chose Silas and 

departed, being commended by the 

brethren to the grace of God.  41  And 

he went through Syria and Cilicia, 

strengthening the churches. 

Acts 16 

Paulôs Second Missionary Journey 

16:1 ¶  Then he came to Derbe and Lystra 

[in  Lycaonia] .  And behold, a certain 

disciple was there [in Lystra], named 

Timothy, the son of a certain Jewish 

woman who believed, but his father was 

Greek.  2  He was well spoken of by the 

brethren who were at Lystra and Iconi-

um.  3  Paul wanted to have him go on 

with him.  And he took him and circum-

cised him because of the Jews who were 

in that region, for they all knew that his 

father was Greek.  4  And as they went 

through the cities, they delivered to them 

the decrees to keep [15:29] , which were 

determined by the apostles and elders 

at Jerusalem.  5  So the churches were 

strengthened in the faith, and increased 

in number daily. [See map & maps.]  

 

A Call From Macedonia 

6 ¶  Now when they had gone through 

Phrygia and the region of Galatia, they 

were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to 

preach the word in Asia [now Turkey].  

7  After they had come to Mysia, they 

tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit 

did not permit them.  8  So passing by 

Mysia, they came down to Troas.  9  

And a vision appeared to Paul in the 

night.  A man of Macedonia stood and 

pleaded with him, saying, 

ñCome over to Macedonia and help us.ò 

[Luke has been using ñtheyò.  Now he 

uses ñweò, indicating that he joined 

the mission team, apparently in Troas.] 

10  Now after he had seen the vision, 

immediately we sought to go to Mace-

donia, concluding that the Lord had 

called us to preach the gospel to them. 
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In Philippi: Lydia Believes in Jesus 

11  Therefore, sailing from Troas, we ran 

a straight course to Samothrace, and 

the next day came to Neapolis,  12  and 

from there to Philippi, which is the fore-

most city of that part of Macedonia, a 

[Roman] colony.  And we were staying 

in that city for some days.  13  And on 

the Sabbath day we went out of the city 

to the riverside, where prayer was cus-

tomarily made; and we sat down and 

spoke to the women who met there.  14  

Now a certain woman named Lydia 

heard us.  She was a seller-of-purple 

[expensive-textiles seller]  from the city 

of Thyatira [in Asia, where they had been 

forbidden to go], who worshiped God.  

The Lord opened her heart to heed the 

things spoken by Paul.  15  And when 

she and her household were baptized, 

she begged us, saying, 

ñIf you have judged me to be faithful to 

the Lord, come to my house and stay.ò 

So [in this way] she persuaded us. 

 

Paul and Silas in Prison 

16 ¶  Now it happened, as we went to 

prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed 

with a spirit of divination met us, who 

brought her masters much profit by 

fortune-telling.  17  This girl followed 

Paul and us, and cried out, saying, 

ñThese men are the servants of the 

Most High God, who proclaim to 

us the way of salvation.ò  18 

And this she did [had done] for many 

days.  But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned 

and said to the spirit, 

ñI command you in the name of Jesus 

Christ to come out of her.ò 

 

And he came out that very hour.  19  

But when her masters saw that their 

hope of profit was gone, they seized 

Paul and Silas and dragged them into 

the marketplace to the authorities.  20  

And they brought them to the magis-

trates, and said, 

ñThese men, being Jews, exceedingly 

trouble our city;  21  and they teach 

customs that are not lawful for us, 

being Romans, to receive or observe.ò 

22  Then the multitude [mob] rose up 

together against them; and the magis-

trates tore off their clothes and com-

manded them to be beaten with rods.  23  

And when they had laid many stripes on 

them, they threw them into prison, 

commanding the jailer to keep them 

securely.  24  Having received such a 

charge, he put them into the inner prison 

and fastened their feet in the stocks. 

[Steve Gregg: Acts 16:25 - 18:22]  

25 ¶  But at midnight Paul and Silas were 

praying and singing hymns to God, and 

the prisoners were listening to them.  26  

Suddenly there was a great earthquake, 

so that the foundations of the prison 

were shaken; and immediately all the 

doors were opened and everyoneôs 

chains were loosed.  27  And the keeper 

of the prison, awaking from sleep and 

seeing the prison doors open, supposing 

the prisoners had fled, drew his sword 

and was about to kill  himself.  28  But 

Paul called with a loud voice, saying, 

ñDo yourself no harm, for we are all 

here.ò  29 

Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell 

down trembling before Paul and Silas.  

30  And he brought them out and said, 

 

ñSirs, what must I do to be saved?ò  31 

So they said, 

ñBelieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and you will be saved, [that applies 

to] you and your household.ò  32 

Then they spoke the word of the Lord 

to him and to all who were in his house.  

33  And he took them the same hour of 

the night and washed their stripes.  And 

immediately he and all his family were 

baptized.  34  Now when he had brought 

them into his house, he set food before 

them; and he rejoiced, having believed 

in God [along] with all his household. 

 

35 ¶  And when it was day, the magistrates 

sent the officers, saying, 

ñLet those men go.ò  36 

So the keeper of the prison reported 

these words to Paul, saying, 

ñThe magistrates have sent to let you 

go.  Now therefore depart, and go in 

peace.ò  37 

But Paul said to them, 

ñThey have beaten us openly, uncon-

demned Romans, and have thrown us 

into prison.  And now do they put us 

out secretly?  No indeed!  Let them 

come themselves and get us out.ò  38 

And the officers told these words to the 

magistrates, and they were afraid when 

they heard that they were Romans.  39  

Then they came and pleaded with them 

and brought them out, and asked them 

to depart from the city.  40  So they went 

out of the prison and entered the house 

of Lydia; and when they had seen the 

brethren, they encouraged them and 

departed. 

 

Acts 17 

Paul Preaches in Thessalonica 

[Luke now goes back to ñtheyò, so he 

must have stayed in Philippi.]  17:1 ¶ 

Now when they had passed through 

Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came 

to Thessalonica, where there was a 

synagogue of the Jews.  2  Then Paul 

[with support from Philippi: Phi 4:16] , 

as his custom was, went in to them, and 

for three [3]  Sabbaths reasoned with 

them from the Scriptures,  3  explain-

ing and demonstrating that the Christ 

had to suffer and rise again from the 

dead, and saying, 

ñThis Jesus whom I preach to you is 

the Christ.ò  4 

And some of them were persuaded; 

and a great multitude of the devout 

Greeks, and not a few of the leading 

women, joined Paul and Silas.  5  But 

the Jews who were not persuaded, 

becoming envious, took some of the 

evil men from the marketplace, and 

gathering a mob, set all the city in an 

uproar and attacked the house of Jason, 

and sought to bring them out to the peo-

ple.  6  But when they did not find them, 

they dragged Jason and some brethren 

to the rulers of the city, crying out, 

ñThese who have turned the world 

upside down have come here too.  7  

Jason has harbored them, and these 

are all acting contrary to the decrees 

of Caesar [then Claudius (4
th
)] , saying 

there is another king ïï Jesus.ò  8 

And they troubled the crowd and the 

rulers of the city when they heard 

these things.  9  So when they had taken 

security from Jason and the rest, they 

let them go. 
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Paul and Silas in Berea 

10 ¶  Then the brethren immediately 

sent Paul and Silas away by night to 

Berea.  When they arrived, they went 

into the synagogue of the Jews.  11  

These were more fair-minded than 

those in Thessalonica, in that they 

received the word [message] with all 

readiness, and searched the Scriptures 

daily to find out whether these things 

were so.  12  Therefore many of them 

believed, and also not a few of the 

Greeks, prominent women as well as 

men.  13  But when the Jews from 

Thessalonica learned that the word of 

God was preached by Paul at Berea, 

they came there also and stirred up the 

crowds.  14  Then immediately the 

brethren sent Paul away, to go to the 

sea; but both Silas and Timothy re-

mained there.  15  So those who con-

ducted Paul brought him to Athens; 

and receiving a command for Silas 

and Timothy to come to him with all 

speed, they departed. 

 

Paul Preaches in Athens 

16 ¶  Now while Paul waited for them at 

Athens, his spirit was provoked within 

him when he saw that the city was 

given over to idols.  17  Therefore he 

reasoned in the synagogue 

with the Jews and 

with the Gentile worshipers, and 

in the marketplace daily with those who 

happened to be there.  18  Then certain 

Epicurean
22

 and Stoic
23

 philosophers 

encountered him.  And some said, 

ñWhat does this babbler want to say?ò 

Others said, 

ñHe seems to be a proclaimer of foreign 

godsò, 

because he preached to them Jesus 

and the resurrection.  19  And they took 

him and led [brought] him to the Are-

opagus [ñmartial peakò: Marsô/Aresô 

Hill] , saying, 

ñMay we know what this new teaching 

[doctrine] is of which you speak?  20  

For you are bringing some strange 

things to our ears.  Therefore we want 

to know what these things mean.ò  21 

For all the Athenians and the foreigners 

who were there spent their time in 

nothing else but either to tell or to 

hear some new thing. 

 

22 ¶  Then Paul stood in the midst of 

the Areopagus and said, 

ñMen of Athens, I perceive that in all 

things you are very religious;  23  for 

as I was passing through and consid-

ering the objects of your worship, I 

even found an altar with this inscrip-

tion: 

TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. 

Therefore, the One whom you worship 

without knowing, Him I proclaim to 

you:  24 

                                                           
22

 Devoted to the pursuit of sensual pleas-

ure, especially food and drink. 
23

 Believed that men should be free from 

passion, unmoved by joy or grief... 

 

God, who made the world [kosmov 

kosmos] and everything in it, since 

He is Lord of heaven and land 

[earth], does not dwell in temples 

made with hands.  25  Nor is He wor-

shiped with menôs hands, as though 

He needed anything, since He gives 

to all life, breath, and all things.  26  

And He has made from one blood 

every nation of men to dwell on all 

the face of the lands [earth], and has 

determined their preappointed times 

and the boundaries of their dwellings,  

27  so that they should seek the Lord, 

in the hope that they might grope for 

Him and find Him, though He is not 

far from each one of us;  28  for in Him 

we live and move and have our being, 

as also some of your own poets have 

said, 

óFor we are also His offspring.ô  29 

Therefore, since we are the offspring 

of God, we ought not to think that the 

Divine Nature is like gold or silver or 

stone, something shaped by art and 

manôs devising.  30  Truly, these times 

of ignorance God overlooked, but 

now [ the King of the cosmos does not 

suggest but] commands all men 

everywhere to repent,  31  because He 

has appointed a day on which He 

will judge [set right] the world in 

righteousness by the Man whom He 

has ordained.  He has given assurance 

of this to all by raising Him from the 

dead.ò 

[For that (last) day, see Jn 6:39, 40, 

44, 54, 11:24, 12:48]  

 

32 ¶  And when they heard of the resur-

rection of the dead, some mocked, 

while others said, 

ñWe will hear you again on this matter.ò 

33  So Paul departed from among them. 

34  However, some men joined him and 

believed, among them: 

Dionysius the Areopagite, 

[ñdevoted to Bacchusò; 

a member of the court of 

Areopagus (Marsô Hill)] 

a woman named Damaris, 

[ña heiferò or ñgentleò] 

and others with them. 

 

 

Acts 18 

Paul Meets Priscilla and Aquila 

in Corinth (Greece) 

[Paul spent much of his time, during 

his second missionary journey, in 

Corinth: AD late49-early51, 1yr 6mo: 

18:11]   18:1 ¶ 

After these things Paul departed from 

Athens and went to Corinth.  2  And he 

found a certain Jew named Aquila 

[ñan eagleò], born in Pontus, who had 

recently come from [Rome,] Italy with 

his wife Priscilla [ñancientò] (because 

Claudius [ñlameò; 4
th
 Caesar: AD 41-54]  

had commanded all the Jews to depart 

from Rome
24

); and he [Paul]  came to 

them.  3  So, because he was of the 

same trade [as they] , he stayed with 

them and worked; for by occupation 

they were tentmakers. 

                                                           
24

 This lasted ~four years [ AD 49-53?], and 

after the Jews returned to Rome, there was 

friction between Jews and Gentiles in the 

Roman church, addressed in Paulôs letter 

to the Romans. 
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November 17 
 

1 Thessalonians 
[Paul wrote 1 and 2 Thessalonians 

while in Corinth, shortly after found-

ing the church in Thessalonica, 

where he had been for only about 

2-3 weeks: Acts 17:1-15]  

 

1 Thessalonians 1   [ AD ~50]  

Greetings From Paul 

1:1 Paul, Silvanus [Silas], and Timothy, 

To the church of the Thessalonians in 

God the Father and 

 the Lord Jesus Christ: 

Grace to you and peace from  

 God our Father and 

 the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Faith of the Thessalonian Believers 

2 ¶  We give thanks to God always for 

you all, making mention of you in our 

prayers,  3  remembering without ceas-

ing your 

work of faith, 

labor of love, and 

patience of hope 

in our Lord Jesus Christ 

in the sight of our God and Father,  4 

knowing, beloved brethren, 

your election by God.  5 

For our gospel did not come to you 

in word only, but also 

in power, and 

in the Holy Spirit and 

in much assurance, 

as you know what kind of men we were 

among you for your sake. 

 

 

6 ¶  And you became followers of us and 

of the Lord, having received the word 

in much affliction, with joy of the Holy 

Spirit,  7  so that you became examples 

to all in Macedonia and Achaia who 

believe.  8  For from you the word of 

the Lord has sounded forth, not only in 

Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every 

place.  Your faith toward God has gone 

out, so that we do not need to say any-

thing.  9  For they themselves declare 

concerning us what manner of entry 

we had to you, and how you turned 

to God from idols 

to serve the living and true God, 10 and 

to wait for His Son from heaven, 

 [in ref. to His Last-Day Coming:]  

Acts 1:10-11 

And while they looked steadfastly 

toward heaven as He went up, 

behold, two men stood by them 

in white apparel,  11  who also said, 

ñMen of Galilee, why do you stand 

gazing up into heaven? 

 This same Jesus, who was taken 

up from you into heaven, will so 

come in like manner as you saw 

Him go into heaven.ò 

whom He raised from the dead, 

even Jesus who delivers us from 

the wrath to come. 

Luke 21:23b 

For [in those days] there will be 

great distress in the land [Israel]  

and [His]  wrath upon this people. 

Revelation 6:17 [At the 6
th
 seal:] 

For the great day of His wrath has 

come, and who is able to stand?ò 

[There are hints of both comings here: 

in judgment on Israel and in ultimate 

victory, in chronological order.] 

1 Thessalonians 2 

Paul Remembers His Visit 

2:1 ¶  For you yourselves know, brethren, 

that our coming to you was not in vain.  

2  But even after we had suffered before 

and were spitefully treated at Philippi, 

as you know, we were bold in our God 

to speak to you the gospel of God in 

much conflict.  3  For our exhortation 

did not come from error or uncleanness, 

nor was it in deceit.  4  But as we have 

been approved by God to be entrusted 

with the gospel, even so we speak, not 

as pleasing men but God, who tests our 

hearts.  5  For neither at any time did 

we use flattering words, as you know, 

nor a cloak for covetousness ïï God is 

witness.  6  Nor did we seek glory from 

men, either from you or from others, 

when we might have made demands 

as apostles of Christ [Paul, Silas, and 

Timothy: Ac 17:4,10,14, 2 pg. above] . 
 

7 ¶  But we were gentle among you, just 

as a nursing mother cherishes her own 

children.  8  So, affectionately longing 

for you, we were well pleased to impart 

to you not only the gospel of God, but 

also our own lives, because you had 

become dear to us.  9  For you remem-

ber, brethren, our labor and toil; for 

laboring night and day, that we might 

not be a burden to any of you, we 

preached to you the gospel of God.  10  

You are witnesses, and God also, how 

devoutly and justly and blamelessly 

we behaved ourselves among you 

who believe;  11  as you know how we 

exhorted, and comforted, and charged 

every one of you, as a father does his 

own children,  12  that you would 

walk worthy of God who calls you into 

His own kingdom and glory.  [Da 2:44; 

4:3,32,34; 6:26; 7:14,18,27]  

 

13 ¶  For this reason we also thank God 

without ceasing, because when you 

received the word of God, which you 

heard from us, you welcomed it not as 

the word of men, but as it is in truth, 

the word of God, which also effectively 

works in you who believe.  14  For you, 

brethren, became imitators of the 

churches of God that are in Judea in 

Christ Jesus.  For you also suffered 

the same things from your own coun-

trymen, just as they did from the 

Judeans,  15  who killed both the Lord 

Jesus and their own prophets, and have 

persecuted us; and they do not please 

God and are contrary to all men,  16  

[how:] forbidding us to speak to the 

Gentiles that they may be saved, so as 

always to fill up the measure of their 

sins; but wrath has come upon them to 

the uttermost. [Already?  When? Or is 

this prophetic of the wrath of v1:10b?]  

 

Timothyôs Good Report About Them 

17 ¶  But we, brethren, having been 

taken away from you for a short time 

in presence, not in heart, endeavored 

more eagerly to see your face with great 

desire.  18  Therefore we wanted to come 

to you ïï even I, Paul, time and again 

ïï but Satan hindered us.  19  For what is 

our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing?  

Is it not even you in the presence of 

our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?  

[Presumably ñHis Last-Day Comingò.]  

20  For you are our glory and joy. 
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1 Thessalonians 3 

3:1 ¶  Therefore, when we could no 

longer endure it, we thought it good to 

be left in Athens alone,  2  and sent 

Timothy, our brother and minister of 

God, and our fellow laborer in the 

gospel of Christ, to establish you and 

encourage you concerning your faith,  

3  that no one should be shaken by 

these afflictions; for you yourselves 

know that we [all]  are appointed to 

this.  4  For, in fact, we told you before 

when we were with you that we would 

suffer tribulation, just as it happened, 

and you know.  5  For this reason, when 

I could no longer endure it, I sent to 

know your faith, lest by some means 

the tempter had tempted you, and our 

labor might be in vain [not UES]. 

 

6 ¶  But now that Timothy has come to us 

from you, and brought us good news of 

your faith and love, and that you always 

have good remembrance of us, greatly 

desiring to see us, as we also to see you 

ïï 7   therefore, brethren, in all our af-

fliction and distress we were comforted 

concerning you by your faith.  8  For now 

we live, if  you stand fast in the Lord 

[not UES].  9  For what thanks can we 

render to God for you, for all the joy 

with which we rejoice for your sake 

before our God,  10  night and day 

praying exceedingly that we may 

see your face and 

perfect what is lacking in your faith? 

 

11 ¶  Now may our God and Father Him-

self, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct 

our way to you.  12  And may the Lord 

make you increase and abound in love 

to one another and to all, just as we do 

to you,  13  so that He may establish your 

hearts blameless in holiness before our 

God and Father at the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints. 

[Again, His Last-Day Coming.]  

 

1 Thessalonians 4 

Live to Please God 

4:1 ¶  Finally then, brethren, we urge and 

exhort in the Lord Jesus that you should 

abound more and more, just as you re-

ceived from us how you ought to walk 

and to please God;  2  for you know what 

commandments we gave you through 

the Lord Jesus.  3  For this is the will of 

God, your sanctification: 

[1]  that you should abstain from 

sexual immorality [only one of 

the four abstentions] ;  4 

[2]  that each of you should know 

how to possess his own vessel in 

sanctification and honor,  5  not in 

passion of lust, like the Gentiles 

who do not know God;  6 

[3]  that no one should take advantage 

of and defraud his brother in this 

matter, because the Lord is the 

avenger of all such, as we also 

forewarned you and testified.  7 

For God did not call us to uncleanness, 

but in holiness.  8  Therefore he who re-

jects this does not reject man, but God, 

who has also given us His Holy Spirit. 

 

9 ¶  But concerning brotherly love you 

have no need that I should write to you, 

for you yourselves are taught by God 

to love one another;  10  and indeed you 

do so toward all the brethren who are in 

all Macedonia. 

But we urge you, brethren, 

that you increase more and more;  11 

that you also aspire 

 to lead a quiet life, 

 to mind your own business, and 

 to work with your own hands, 

as we commanded you,  12 

that you may walk properly toward 

those who are outside, and 

that you may lack nothing. 

 

The Hope of the Resurrection 

13 ¶  But I do not want you to be ignorant, 

brethren, concerning those who have 

fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others 

who have no hope.  14  For if we believe 

that Jesus died and rose again, even so 

God will bring with Him those who sleep 

in Jesus.  15  For this we say to you by 

the word of the Lord [ Jn 6:39] , that 

we who are alive and remain until 

the [Last-Day]  coming of the Lord will 

by no means precede those who are 

asleep.  16  For the Lord Himself will 

descend from heaven [ cf. Ac 1:10-11; 

not quietly or secretly, but]  

with a shout, 

with the voice of an archangel, and 

with the trumpet of God. 

And the dead in Christ will rise first [the 

Resurrection on the last day: Jn 6:39é] .  

17  Then we who are alive and remain 

shall be caught up together with them 

in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 

air [Ac 28:15; the ñraptureò: greeting 

the Victor, accompanying Him back 

ñhomeò (the new earth: 2Pe 3:13; Re 

21:1)] .  And thus we shall always be 

with the Lord [on the new earth].  18  

Therefore comfort one another with 

these words. 

1 Thessalonians 5 

5:1 ¶  But concerning the [current] times 

and the seasons [as opposed to that 

distant future], brethren, you have no 

need that I should write to you.  2  For 

you yourselves know perfectly that the 

day of the Lord [for judgment on Israel]  

so comes as a thief in the night.  3  For 

when they [the afflicters: 3:3] say, 

ñPeace and safety!ò 

then sudden destruction comes upon 

them [in AD 70] , as labor pains upon a 

pregnant woman.  And they shall not 

escape.  4  But you, brethren, are not in 

darkness, so that this Day should over-

take you as a thief.  5  You are all sons 

of light and sons of the day[time].  We 

are not of the night nor of darkness. 

 

6 ¶  Therefore let us not sleep, as others 

do, but let us watch [cf. Mt 24:42 || Mk 

13:33 || Lu 21:34 ff; Mt 25] and be sober.  

7  For those who sleep, sleep at night, 

and those who get drunk are drunk at 

night.  8  But let us who are of the day 

be sober [simultaneous D&N] , putting on 

the breastplate of faith and love, and 

as a helmet the hope of salvation.  9 

Isaiah 59:17a 
For He put on 

righteousness as a breastplate, and 

a helmet of salvation on His head; 

For God did not appoint us to wrath, 

but to obtain salvation through our Lord 

Jesus Christ,  10  who died for us, that 

whether we wake [live]  or sleep [die] , 

we should live together with Him. 
 

11 ¶  Therefore comfort each other and 

 edify one another, 

just as you also are doing. 
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Paulôs Final Advice 

12  And we urge you, brethren, 

to recognize those who 

labor among you, and 

are over you in the Lord and 

admonish you,  13  and 

to esteem them very highly in love 

for their workôs sake. 

Be at peace among yourselves.  14 

Now we exhort you, brethren: 

Warn those who are unruly. 

Comfort the fainthearted. 

Uphold the weak. 

Be patient with all.  15 

See that no one renders 

evil for evil to anyone, but 

always pursue what is good 

both for yourselves and for all.  16  

Rejoice always.  17 

Pray without ceasing.  18 

In everything give thanks 

ïï for this is the will of God 

in Christ Jesus for you.  19 

Do not quench the Spirit.  20 

Do not despise prophecies.  21 

Test all things 

ïï hold fast what is good.  22 

Abstain from every form of evil. 
 

Paulôs Final Greetings 

23 ¶  Now may the God of peace Himself 

sanctify you completely; and may your 

whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved 

blameless at the [Last-Day]  coming of 

our Lord Jesus Christ.  24  He who calls 

you is faithful, who also will do it.  25 

Brethren, pray for us.  26 

Greet all the brethren with a holy kiss. 27  

I charge you by the Lord that this epistle 

be read to all the holy brethren.  28 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 

with you.  Amen. 

November 18 
 

2 Thessalonians 
[Paul wrote his second letter to the 

Thessalonians a few months after 

his first letter to them.] 

[Steve Gregg: 2Th. 1:1 ï 2:12]  

2 Thessalonians 1   [ AD ~50]  

Greetings from Paul 

1:1 Paul, Silvanus [Silas], and Timothy, 

To the church of the Thessalonians in 

 God our Father and 

 the Lord Jesus Christ:  2 

Grace to you and peace from 

 God our Father and 

 the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Encouragement During Persecution 

3  We are bound to thank God always 

for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because 

your faith grows exceedingly, and the 

love of every one of you all abounds 

toward each other,  4  so that we our-

selves boast of you among the churches 

of God for your patience and faith in 

all your persecutions and tribulations 

that you endure,  5 which is manifest 

evidence of the righteous judgment of 

God, that you may be counted worthy 

of the Kingdom of God [Da 2:44; 4:3, 

32,34; 6:26; 7:14,18,27] , for which you 

also suffer,  6  since it is a righteous thing 

with God to repay with tribulation those 

who trouble you,  7  and to give you who 

are troubled rest with us when the Lord 

Jesus is revealed from heaven with His 

mighty angels,  8  in flaming fire taking 

vengeance [Lu 21:22-23]  on those who 

do not know God, and on those who 

do not obey the gospel of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  9  These shall be punished 

with Eternal [everlasting] destruction 

[that will come] 

from the presence of the Lord and 

from the glory of His power,  10 

when He comes, in that Day [of veng.] , 

to be glorified in His saints and 

to be admired 

 among all those who believe, 

because our testimony among you was 

believed. 

Luke 21:22-23 

For these are the days of vengeance, 

that all things that are written may 

be fulfilled.  But woe to those who 

are pregnant and to those who are 

nursing babies in those days! 

For [in those days] there will be 

great distress in the land [Israel]  

and [His]  wrath upon this people. 

Revelation 6:17  [At the 6
th
 seal:] 

For the great day of His wrath has 

come, and who is able to stand?ò 

11 ¶  Therefore we also pray always for 

you that our God would 

count you worthy of this calling, and 

fulfill all  

 the good pleasure of His goodness 

  and 

 the work of faith with power,  12 

that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

may be glorified in you, and you in Him, 

according to the grace of our God and 

the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
2 Thessalonians 2 

Events Prior to the Lordôs Coming 

2:1 ¶  Now, brethren, concerning the 

[Last-Day]  coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ and our gathering together to 

Him [the ñraptureò] , we ask you  2  

not to be soon shaken in mind or trou-

bled, either by spirit or by word or by 

letter, as if from us, as though the day 

of Christ had [already]  come. 

3 ¶ 
Let no one deceive you by any means; 

for that [Last] Day will not come unless: 

the falling away comes first, and 

the [lawless] man of sin is revealed, 

 the son of perdition,  4 

 who opposes and exalts himself 

  above all that is called God or 

    that is worshiped, 

 so that he sits as God [
Ć

  1Co 3:16]  

  in the temple [Church] of God, 

 showing himself that he is God.  5 

Do you not remember that when I was 

still with you I told you these things? 6  

And now you know what [viz., Rome] 

is restraining, that he may be revealed 

in his own time.  7  For the mystery of 

lawlessness is already at work; 

Matthew 24:24 || Mark 13:22 
For false christs and false prophets 

will rise and show great signs and 

wonders to deceive, if possible, even 

the elect. 

only he [He] [Rome]  who now restrains 

will do so until he [He] is taken out of the 

way.  8  And then the lawless one will  be 

revealed, whom the Lord will consume 

with the breath of His mouth and destroy 

with the brightness of His [Last-Day] 

coming. 9  The coming of the lawless one 

is according to the working of Satan, 

with all power, signs, and lying wonders,  

10 and [little horn: Da 7:8]  

with all unrighteous deception 

 among those who perish, 

because they did not receive the love of 

the truth, that they might be saved.  11  
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And for this reason God will send them 

strong delusion: 

that they should believe the lie,  12 

that they all may be condemned 

 who did not believe the truth but 

had pleasure in unrighteousness. 

[Steve Gregg: 2Th. 2:1 ï 3:18]  

Stand Firm and Hold On 

13 ¶  But we are bound to give thanks to 

God always for you, brethren beloved 

by the Lord, because
i
 God from the be-

ginning chose you for salvation through 

sanctification by the Spirit and belief 

in the truth,  14  to which He called you 

by our gospel, for the obtaining of the 

glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  15 

Therefore, brethren, 

stand fast and 

hold the traditions 

 that you were taught, whether 

by word or our letter [epistle]. 

16 ¶ 
Now may 

our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and 

our God and Father, 

who has loved us and given us 

 Eternal [everlasting] 

 consolation and good hope, 

by grace  17 

comfort your hearts and 

establish you in every good 

 word and work. 

 

2 Thessalonians 3 

Paulôs Request for Prayer 

3:1 ¶  Finally, brethren, pray for us, 

[1]  that the word of the Lord may 

run swiftly and be glorified, 

just as it is with you,  2  and 

[2]  that we may be delivered from 

unreasonable and wicked men; 

for not all have faith.  3 

But the Lord is faithful, who will estab-

lish you and guard you from the evil one.  

4  And we have confidence in the Lord 

concerning you, both that you do and 

will do the things we command you.  5 

Now may the Lord direct your hearts 

into the love of God and 

into the patience of Christ. 
 

An Exhortation for Proper Living 

6 ¶  But we command you, brethren, 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

that you withdraw from every brother 

who walks disorderly and not according 

to the tradition that he received from us.  

7  For you yourselves know how you 

ought to follow us, for we were 

not disorderly among you;  8 

nor did we eat anyoneôs bread free of 

charge, but worked with labor and toil 

night and day, that we might not be a 

burden to any of you,  9  not because 

we do not have authority, but to make 

ourselves an example of how you should 

follow us.  10  For even when we were 

with you, we commanded you this: 

If anyone will not work, 

neither shall he eat.  11 

For we hear that there are some who 

walk among you in a disorderly manner, 

not working at all, but are busybodies.  

12  Now those who are such we command 

and exhort through our Lord Jesus Christ 

that they work in quietness and eat their 

own bread.  13  But as for you, brethren, 

do not grow weary in doing good.  14  

And if anyone does not obey our word 

in this letter [epistle], note that person 

and do not keep company with him, 

[why:]  that he may be ashamed.  15 

Yet do not count him as an enemy, 

but admonish him as a brother. 

Paulôs Final Greetings 

16 ¶  Now may the Lord of peace Himself 

give you peace always in every way. 

The Lord be with you all.  17 

The salutation of Paul with my own 

hand, which is a sign in every letter 

[epistle]; so I write.  18 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 

with you all. 

Amen. 
 

Acts 18:4 

Paul Faces Opposition in Corinth 

4  And he reasoned in the synagogue 

every Sabbath, and persuaded both 

Jews and Greeks.  5  When Silas and 

Timothy had come from Macedonia, 

Paul was compelled by the Spirit, and 

testified to the Jews that Jesus is the 

Christ.  6  But when they opposed him 

and blasphemed, he shook his garments 

[13:44-52, Lu 10:11] and said to them, 

ñYour blood be upon your own heads; 

I am clean.  From now on I will go to 

the Gentiles.ò 

 

7 ¶  And he departed from there and en-

tered the house of a certain man named 

Justus [ñjustò], one who worshiped God, 

whose house was next door to the syna-

gogue.  8  Then Crispus [ñcurledò], the 

ruler of the synagogue, believed on the 

Lord with all his household.  And many 

of the Corinthians, hearing, believed and 

were baptized.  9  Now the Lord spoke 

to Paul in the night by a vision, 

ñDo not be afraid [apparently Paul 

was], but speak, and do not keep 

silent;  10  for I am with you, and no 

one will attack you to hurt you; for I 

have many people in this city.ò  11 

And he continued there a year and six 

months [1 yr, 6 mos], teaching the word 

of God among them. 
 

12 ¶  When Gallio [ñone who lives on 

milkò] was proconsul of Achaia [AD 53: 

Online Bible] , the Jews with one accord 

rose up against Paul and brought him to 

the judgment seat,  13  saying, 

ñThis fellow persuades men to worship 

God contrary to the law.ò  14 

And when Paul was about to open his 

mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, 

ñIf it were a matter of wrongdoing or 

wicked crimes, O Jews, there would 

be reason why I should bear with you.  

15  But if it is a question of words and 

names and your own law, look to it 

yourselves; for I do not want to be a 

judge of such matters.ò  16 

And he drove them from the judgment 

seat.  17  Then all the Greeks took 

Sosthenes [ñsavior of his nationò], 

the ruler of the synagogue, and beat 

him before the judgment seat.  But 

Gallio took no notice of these things. 

 

Paul Returns to Antioch of Syria 

18 ¶  So Paul still remained a good while.  

Then he took leave of the brethren and 

sailed for Syria, and Priscilla and Aquila 

were with him.  He had his hair cut off 

at Cenchrea [ñmilletò; the eastern 

harbor of Corinth], for he had taken a 

[Nazirite: Nu 6:1-21]  vow.  19  And he 

came to Ephesus, and left them [Pricilla  

and Aquila] there; but [ first]  he himself 

entered the synagogue and reasoned 

with the Jews.  20  When they asked him 

to stay a longer time with them, he did 

not consent,  21  but took leave of them, 

saying, 
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ñI must by all means keep this coming 

feast in Jerusalem; but I will return 

again to you, God willing.ò 

And he sailed from Ephesus.  22  And 

when he had landed at Caesarea, and 

gone up [to Jerusalem]  and greeted 

the church, he went down to Antioch 

[of Syria, thus to visit friends] .  23  

After he had spent some time there, 

he departed and went over the region 

of Galatia and Phrygia in order [as he 

came to churches along his route], 

strengthening all the disciples. 

[Steve Gregg: Acts 18:23 - 21:14]  

Apollos Instructed at Ephesus 

24 ¶  Now a certain Jew named Apollos 

[ñgiven by Apolloò], born at Alexan-

dria, an eloquent man and mighty in 

the Scriptures, came to Ephesus.  25  

This man had been instructed in the 

way of the Lord; and being fervent in 

spirit, he spoke and taught accurately 

the things of the Lord, though he knew 

only the baptism of John.  26  So he 

began to speak boldly in the synagogue.  

When Aquila and Priscilla heard him, 

they took him aside and explained to 

him the way of God more accurately.  

27  And when he desired to cross to 

Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting 

the disciples to receive him; and when 

he arrived, he greatly helped those 

who had believed through grace;  28  

for he vigorously refuted the Jews 

publicly, showing from the Scriptures 

that Jesus is the Christ. 

 

[AD 54: Caesar Claudiusô wife poi-

soned him; Nero became the (fifth) 

emperor ïï while Paul was in Ephe-

sus. Ĉ]  

November 19 
 

Acts 19   [~AD 53 or 54]  

Paulôs Third Missionary Journey 

19:1 ¶  And it happened, while Apollos 

was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed 

through the upper regions, came to 

Ephesus.  And finding some disciples 

[Apollosô, appôntly],  2  he said to them, 

ñDid you receive the Holy Spirit 

when you believed?ò 

So they said to him, 

ñWe have not so much as heard 

whether there is a Holy Spirit.ò  3 

And he said to them, 

ñInto what then were you baptized?ò 

So they said, 

ñInto Johnôs baptism.ò [cf. 18:25b]  4 

Then Paul said, 

ñJohn indeed baptized with a baptism 

of repentance, saying to the people 

that they should believe on Him who 

would come after him, that is, on 

Christ Jesus.ò  5 

When they heard this, they were baptized 

in the name of the Lord Jesus.  6  And 

when Paul had laid hands on them, the 

Holy Spirit came upon them, and they 

spoke with tongues and prophesied.  7  

Now the men were about twelve [~12] 

in all. 

 

Paul Ministers in Ephesus 

8 ¶  And he went into the synagogue 

and spoke boldly for three [3]  months, 

reasoning and persuading concerning 

the things of the Kingdom of God.  9  

But when some were hardened and did 

not believe, but spoke evil of the Way 

before the multitude, he departed from 

them and withdrew the disciples, rea-

soning daily in the school of Tyrannus 

[ñsovereignò].  10  And this continued 

for two [2]  years, so that all who dwelt 

in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, 

both Jews and Greeks.  11  Now God 

worked unusual miracles by the hands 

of Paul,  12  so that even handkerchiefs 

or aprons were brought from his body 

to the sick, and the diseases left them 

and the evil spirits went out of them. 

 

13 ¶  Then some of the itinerant Jewish 

exorcists took it upon themselves to call 

the name of the Lord Jesus over those 

who had evil spirits, saying, 

ñWe exorcise you by the Jesus whom 

Paul preaches.ò  14 

Also there were seven [7]  sons of Sceva 

[ñmind readerò], a Jewish chief priest, 

who did so.  15  And the evil spirit an-

swered and said, 

ñJesus I know, and Paul I know; but 

who are you?ò  16 

Then the man in whom the evil spirit 

was leaped on them, overpowered them, 

and prevailed against them, so that 

they fled out of that house naked and 

wounded.  17  This became known both 

to all Jews and Greeks dwelling in Ephe-

sus; and fear fell on them all, and the 

name of the Lord Jesus was magnified.  

18  And many who had believed came 

confessing and telling their deeds.  19  

Also, many of those who had practiced 

magic brought their books together and 

burned them in the sight of all.  And they 

counted up the value of them, and it 

totaled fifty thousand [50,000] pieces 

of silver.  20  So the word of the Lord 

grew mightily and prevailed. 
 

1 Corinthians 
[Paul wrote his first letter to the 

Corinthians near the end of his 

stay in Ephesus, ~ AD 56 or 57]  

 

[Steve Gregg: 1Cor 1:1 - 1:9]  

1 Corinthians 1 

Greetings From Paul 

1:1 ¶  Paul, called to be an apostle of 

Jesus Christ through the will of God, 

and Sosthenes [ñsavior of his na-

tionò] our brother,  2 

To the church of God that is at Corinth, 

To those who are 

 sanctified in Christ Jesus, 

 called to be saints, 

with all who in every place call on 

the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 

both theirs [their lord] and ours:  3 

Grace to you and peace from 

God our Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Paul Thanks God 

4  I thank my God always concerning 

you for the grace of God that was given 

to you by Christ Jesus,  5  that you were 

enriched in everything by Him in all 

utterance and all knowledge,  6  even as 

the testimony of Christ was confirmed 

in you,  7  so that you come short in no 

gift, eagerly waiting for the revelation 

of our Lord Jesus Christ [Re 1:1a] ,  8  

who will also confirm you to the end, 

that you may be blameless in the day 

of our Lord Jesus Christ [the last day].  

9  God is faithful, by whom you were 

called into the fellowship of His Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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[Steve Gregg: 1Cor 1:10 - 1:31]  

 

Divisions in the Church 

10 ¶  Now I plead with you, brethren, 

by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

that you all speak the same thing, and 

that there be no divisions among you, 

but that you be perfectly joined together 

in the same mind and 

in the same judgment.  11 

For it has been declared to me concerning 

you, my brethren, by those of Chloeôs 

household [Chloe: ña green herbò], 

that there are contentions among you.  12  

Now I say this, that each of you says, 

ñI am of Paulò, or 

ñI am of Apollosò, or 

ñI am of Cephasò, or 

ñI am of Christ.ò  13 

Is Christ divided? 

Was Paul crucified for you?  Or 

Were you baptized in the name of Paul? 

 

14 ¶  I thank God that I baptized none 

of you except 

Crispus [ñcurledò] and 

Gaius [ñlordò],  15 

lest anyone should say that I had baptized 

in my own name.  16  [Oh] Yes, I also 

baptized the household of 

Stephanas [ñcrownedò]. 

Besides [those], I do not know whether 

I baptized any other. [ą recall] 

 

17 ¶  For Christ did not send me to bap-

tize, but to preach the gospel, not with 

wisdom of words, lest the cross of 

Christ should be made of no effect. 

 

 

 

The Wisdom of God 

18  For the message of the cross is 

foolishness to those who are perishing, 

but to us who are being saved it is 

the power of God.  19  For it is written: 

ñI will destroy [more like LXX] 

the wisdom of the wise, 

 And bring to nothing [LXX: hide] 

the understanding of the prudent.ò  20 

Isaiah 29:14 

...Therefore, behold, 

I will again do 

 A marvelous work 

  Among this people, 

 A marvelous work and a wonder; 

For the wisdom of their wise 

 men shall perish, And 

the understanding of their prudent 

men shall be hidden.ò 
 

Where is the wise? 

Where is the scribe? 

Where is the disputer of this age? 

Has not God made foolish 

 the ówisdomô of this world?  21 

For since, in the wisdom of God, 

the world 

 through [its]  ówisdomô 

  did not know God, 

  it pleased God 

 through the ófoolishnessô of 

the message preached 

to save those who believe.  22  For 

Jews request a sign, and 

Greeks seek after wisdom;  23  but 

 we preach Christ crucified, to 

Jews a stumbling block and to 

Greeks foolishness,  24  but to 

 those who are called, both 

Jews and 

Greeks, 

 Christ: 

 the power of God and 

 the wisdom of God,  25 

 because 

the ófoolishnessô of God 

   is wiser than men, and 

the óweaknessô of God 

    is stronger than men.  26 

For you see your calling, brethren, that 

not many wise according to the flesh, 

not many mighty, 

not many noble, 

are called.  27   But [Greeks:]  

God has chosen 

 the foolish things of the world 

  to put to shame 

 the wise, and [Jews:]  

God has chosen 

 the weak things of the world 

  to put to shame 

 the things that are mighty;  28 

 and [all humans:] 

 the base things of the world and 

 the things that are despised 

God has chosen, and [indeed] 

[God has chosen] 

 the things that are not, 

  to bring to nothing 

 the things that are,  29  [why:]  

that no flesh should glory 

 in His presence.  30  But [because] 

  of Him you are 

 in Christ Jesus, 

who became for us: 

 wisdom from God ïï and 

 righteousness and 

 sanctification and 

 redemption ïï  31 

that, as it is written,  [cf. 2Co 10:17]  

ñHe who glories, 

  let him glory inéò YHWH  [the LORD]. 

Jeremiah 9:24  [cf. Je 4:2b]  

But let him who glories 

 glory in this: 

That he understands and knows Me, 

That I am YHWH, exercising 

  lovingkindness, 

  judgment, and 

  righteousness 

 in the land [earth]. 

For in these I delight,ò 

says YHWH. 

 

[Steve Gregg: 1Cor 2:1 - 2:13]  

1 Corinthians 2 

Paul Preaches Wisdom 

2:1 ¶  And I, brethren, when I came to you, 

did not come with excellence of speech 

or of wisdom declaring to you the testi-

mony of God.  2  For I determined not 

to know anything among you except 

Jesus Christ and Him crucified.  3 

I was with you 

in weakness, 

in fear, and 

in much trembling.  4 

And my speech and my preaching were 

not with persuasive words 

of human wisdom, but 

in demonstration of the Spirit 

   and of power,  5 

that your faith should not be 

in the wisdom of men but 

in the power of God. 
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6 ¶  However, we speak wisdom among 

those who are mature, yet 

not the wisdom 

of this age, 

nor 

of the rulers of this age, 

who are coming to nothing.  7 

But we speak 

 the wisdom of God in a mystery, 

 the hidden wisdom 

that God ordained before the ages 

 for our glory,  8 

which none of the rulers of this age 

[Jewish leaders, Pilate] knew; for 

had they known, they would not have 

crucified the Lord of glory.  9 

But as it is written: [not the LXX] 

ñEye has not seen, 

  Nor ear heard, 

  Nor have entered 

 into the heart of man 

  The things that God has prepared 

 for those who love Him.ò  10 

Isaiah 64:4 

For since the beginning of the world 

[Hebrew: one word: long duration] 

Men have not heard 

  Nor perceived by the ear, 

  Nor has the eye seen 

 Any God besides You, 

 Who acts for the one 

  who waits for Him. 

But God has revealed them to us 

through His Spirit.  For the Spirit 

searches all things, yes, the deep things 

of God.  11  For what man knows the 

things of a man except the spirit of the 

man that is in him?  Even so [analo-

gously] no one knows the things of 

God except the Spirit of God.  12 

[Steve Gregg: 1Cor 2:14 - 3:17]  

Now we have received, 

not the spirit of the world, 

but the Spirit who is from God, 

that we might know the things that have 

been freely given to us by God.  13  These 

things we also speak, not in words 

that manôs wisdom teaches but 

that the Holy Spirit teaches, 

comparing spiritual things with spiritual.  

14  But the natural man does not receive 

the things of the Spirit of God, for they 

are foolishness to him; nor can he know 

them, because they are spiritually 

discerned.  15  But he who is spiritual 

judges all things, yet he himself is 

rightly judged by no one.  16  For 

ñwho has known [like the LXX] 

  the mind of YHWH [the LORD]  

  that he 

 may instruct Him?ò 

Isaiah 40:13 [Cf. Ro 11:34]  

Who has directed 

 the Spirit of YHWH, or as 

 His counselor 

has taught Him? 

But we have the mind of Christ [because 

we have the Spirit of Christ, the Spirit 

of YHWH (implied by the parallelism)]. 

 

1 Corinthians 3 

Paul and Apollos, Servants of Christ 

3:1 ¶  And I, brethren, could not speak 

to you 

as to spiritual people but 

as to carnal, 

as to babes in Christ.  2 

I fed you with milk and not with solid 

food; for until now you were not able 

to receive it, and even now you are still 

not able;  3  for you are still carnal.  For 

where there are envy, strife, and divi-

sions among you, are you not carnal 

and behaving like mere men?  4  For 

when one says, 

ñI am of Paulò, [or Luther(an)] 

and another, 

ñI am of Apollosò, [or Baptist] 

are you not carnal? 

 

5 ¶  Who then is Paul, and who is Apol-

los, but ministers through whom you 

believed, as the Lord gave to each one?  

6  I planted, Apollos watered, but God 

gave the increase.  7  So then neither 

he who plants is anything, nor he who 

waters, but God who gives the increase.  

8  Now he who plants and he who waters 

are one, and each one will receive his 

own reward according to his own labor.  

9  For 

we  are Godôs fellow workers; 

you are Godôs field, [Je 1:9]  

you are Godôs building.  10 

According to the grace of God that was 

given to me, as a wise master builder 

I have laid the foundation, and another 

builds on it.  But let each one take heed 

how he builds on it. 

 
11 ¶  For no other foundation can anyone 

lay than that that is laid, which is Jesus 

Christ.  12  Now if anyone builds on this 

foundation with 

gold, silver, precious stones, 

wood, hay, straw,  13 

each oneôs work will become clear; 

for the Day will declare it, because it 

will be revealed by fire; and the fire 

will test each oneôs work, of what sort 

it is.  14  If anyoneôs work that he has 

built on it endures, he will receive a 

reward.  15  If anyoneôs work is burned, 

he will suffer loss; but he himself will 

be saved, yet so as through fire. 

16 ¶  Do you not know that you [plural: 

you all, collectively]  are the temple of 

God and that the Spirit of God dwells 

in you [ John 14]?  17  If anyone defiles 

the temple of God [that is, the Church], 

God will destroy him.  For the temple 

of God is holy, which temple you 

[yourselves (plural)]  are [that is, them 

(us) collectively]. 

[Steve Gregg: 1Cor 3:5 - 4:21]  

18 ¶  Let no one deceive himself. 

If anyone among you seems to be wise 

in this age, let him become a fool that 

he may become wise.  19  For the wisdom 

of this world is foolishness with God.  

For it is written, 

ñHe catches the wise in their own 

craftinessò;  20 

Job 5:13 
He catches the wise in their own 

craftiness, and the counsel of the 

cunning comes quickly upon them. 

and again, [
ĉ
 NKJ: the LORD]  

ñYHWH knows the thoughts of the wise, 

that they are futile.ò 

Psalm 94:11 

YHWH knows the thoughts of man    , 

that they are futile. 

 

21 ¶  Therefore let no one boast in men.  

For all things are yours:  22  whether 

Paul or Apollos or Cephas, or 

the world or life or death, or 

things present or things to come 

ïï all are yours.  23  And 

you are Christôs, and 

Christ is Godôs. 
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November 20 
 

1 Corinthians 4 

Paul and the Corinthians 

4:1 ¶  Let a man so consider us, as 

servants of Christ and 

stewards of the mysteries of God.  2 

Moreover it is required in stewards that 

one be found faithful.  3  But with me 

it is a very small thing that I should be 

judged by you or by a human court.  

In fact, I do not even judge myself.  4  

For I know nothing against myself, yet 

I am not justified by this; but He who 

judges me is the Lord.  5  Therefore judge 

nothing before the time, until the Lord 

comes, who [at the Last day?] will both 

bring to light 

 the hidden things of darkness and 

reveal 

 the counsels of the hearts. 

Then each oneôs praise will come from 

God.  6  Now these things, brethren, I 

have figuratively transferred to myself 

and Apollos for your sakes, that you may 

learn in us not to think beyond what is 

written, that none of you may be puffed 

up on behalf of one against the other. 

 

7 ¶  For who makes you differ from 

another?  And what do you have that 

you did not receive?  Now if you did 

indeed receive it, why do you boast as 

if you had not received it?  8 

[Sarcasm:] 

You are already full! 

You are already rich! 

You have reigned as kings without us 

ïï and indeed I could wish you did reign, 

that we also might reign with you!  9  

For I think that God has displayed us, 

the apostles, last, as men condemned 

to death; for we have been made 

a spectacle to the world, 

both to angels and to men.  10 

We are fools for Christôs sake, but 

 you are wise in Christ! 

We are weak, but 

 you are strong! 

 You are distinguished, but 

we are dishonored!  11 

 To the present hour 

we both hunger and thirst, and 

we are poorly clothed, 

and beaten, and homeless.  12  And  

we labor, working with our own hands. 

Being reviled, 

we bless; 

being persecuted, 

we endure;  13 

being defamed, 

we entreat. 

We have been made as 

the filth  of the world, 

the offscouring of all things 

until now. 

 

14 ¶  I do not write these things to shame 

you, but as my beloved children I warn 

you.  15  For though you might have ten 

thousand [10,000] instructors in Christ, 

yet you do not have many fathers; for 

in Christ Jesus I have begotten you 

through the gospel.  16  Therefore I urge 

you, imitate me [your ñfatherò, not 

your instructors] . 

 

17 ¶  For this reason I have sent Timothy 

to you, who is my beloved and faithful 

son in the Lord, who will remind you of 

my ways in Christ, as I teach everywhere 

in every church.  18  Now some are 

puffed up, as though I were not coming 

to you.  19  But I will come to you short-

ly, if the Lord wills, and I will know, 

not the word of those who are puffed 

up, but the power.  20  For the Kingdom 

of God is not in word but in power.  21 

[Da 2:44; 4:3,32,34; 6:26; 7:14,18,27]  

What do you want? 

Shall I come to you with a rod, or 

in love and a spirit of gentleness? 

[Steve Gregg: 1Cor 5:1 - 5:13]  

1 Corinthians 5 

Paul Condemns Spiritual Pride 

5:1 ¶  It is actually reported that there is 

sexual immorality among you, and such 

sexual immorality as is not even named 

among the Gentiles ïï that a man has 

his fatherôs wife!  2  And you are puffed 

up, and have not rather mourned, that he 

who has done this deed might be taken 

away from among you.  3  For I indeed, 

as absent in body but present in spirit, 

have already judged (as though I were 

present) him who has so done this deed.  

4  In the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 

when you are gathered together, along 

with my spirit, with the power of our 

Lord Jesus Christ,  5  deliver such a 

one to Satan for the destruction of the 

flesh, that his spirit may be saved in 

the day of the Lord Jesus. 

 

6 ¶  Your glorying is not good.  Do you 

not know that a little leaven leavens 

the whole lump?  7  Therefore purge 

out the old leaven, that you may be a 

new lump, since you truly are unleav-

ened.  For indeed Christ, our Passover, 

was sacrificed for us.  8  Therefore let 

us keep the feast [of Passover, i.e., the 

Lordôs Supper], not with old leaven, 

nor with the leaven of malice and wick-

edness, but with the unleavened bread 

of sincerity and truth. 

 

9 ¶  I wrote to you in my epistle [ v5? or 

a prior, unmentioned letter?]  not to 

keep company with sexually immoral 

people.  10  Yet I certainly did not mean 

with 

the sexually immoral people [1]  

 of this world, or with 

the covetous, or [2]  

extortioners, or [3]  

idolaters,  [4]  

since then you would need to go out of 

the world.  11  But now I have written 

to you not to keep company with 

anyone named a brother, who is 

sexually immoral, or [1]  

covetous, or [2]  

an idolater, or [4]  

a reviler, or [5]  

a drunkard, or [6]  

an extortioner [3]  

ïï not even to eat with such a person. 

12  For what have I to do with judging 

those also who are outside [the Church]?  

Do you not judge those who are inside? 

13  But those who are outside God judges.  

Therefore 

ñput away from yourselves the evil 

person.ò 

Deuteronomy 17:7  [re idolatry]  

The hands of the witnesses shall be 

the first against him to put him to 

death, and afterward the hands of all 

the people.  So you shall 

put away the evil from among you 

[cf. De 13:5]  
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[Steve Gregg: 1Cor 6:1 - 6:20]  

1 Corinthians 6 

Avoiding Lawsuits With Christians 

6:1 ¶  Dare any of you, having a matter 

against another, go to law before the 

unrighteous, and not before the saints?  

2  Do you not know that the saints will 

judge the world?  And if the world will  

be judged by you, are you unworthy to 

judge the smallest matters?  3  Do you 

not know that we shall judge angels?  

How much more, things that pertain to 

this life?  4  If then you have judgments 

concerning things pertaining to this life, 

do you appoint those who are least 

esteemed by the church to judge?  5 

I say this to your shame.  Is it so, that 

there is not a wise man among you, 

not even one, who will be able to judge 

between his brethren?  6  But brother 

goes to law against brother, and that 

before unbelievers!  7 

 

Now therefore, 

it is already an utter failure for you 

that you go to law 

  against one another. 

Why do you not rather 

accept wrong? 

Why do you not rather 

let yourselves be cheated?  8 

No, you yourselves do wrong and cheat, 

and you do these things to your brethren! 

 

Avoiding Sexual Sin 

9 ¶  Do you not know that the unrighteous 

will not inherit the Kingdom of God?  

[Da 2:44; 4:3,32,34; 6:26; 7:14,18,27]  

Do not be deceived.  Neither 

fornicators, nor [1a]  

idolaters, nor [4]  

adulterers, nor [1b]  

homosexuals, nor [1c]  

sodomites,  10  nor [1d]  

thieves, nor [7]  

covetous, nor [2]  

drunkards, nor [6]  

revilers, nor [5]  

extortioners [3]  

will inherit the Kingdom of God. 11  

[Da 2:44; 4:3,32,34; 6:26; 7:14,18,27]  

And such were some of you; 

but you were washed, 

but you were sanctified, 

but you were justified 

in the name of the Lord Jesus and 

by the Spirit of our God. 

 

12 ¶  [Yes, as you say:] [cf. 10:23]  

 ñAll things are lawful for meò, 

but all things are not helpful; 

 ñAll things are lawful for meò, 

but I will not be brought 

under the power of any.  13 

Foods for the stomach and 

the stomach for foods, 

but God will destroy both it and them.  

Now the body is 

not for sexual immorality 

but for the Lord, and 

the Lord for the body.  14 

And God both 

raised up the Lord and 

will also raise us up 

by His power.  15 

 

Do you not know that your bodies are 

members of Christ? 

Shall I then take the members of Christ 

and make them members of a harlot? 

Certainly not!  16 

Or do you not know that he who is 

joined to a harlot is one body with her?  

For 

ñthe twoò, He [God]  says, 

 ñshall become one flesh.ò  17 

Genesis 2:24 

 [Note the implication that God 

 Himself was the Narrator, hence 

the Author, of Genesis 2; cf. 

Mt 19:5 & He 4:4.]  

Therefore a man shall 

 leave his father and mother and 

 be joined to his wife, and 

they  shall become one flesh. 

But he who is joined to the Lord is one 

spirit with Him.  18 

 

Flee sexual immorality.  Every [other] 

sin that a man does is outside the body, 

but he who commits sexual immorality 

sins against his own body.  19  Or do you 

[plural]  not know that your [collective] 

body is the temple of the Holy Spirit 

who is in you, whom you [plural]  have 

from God, and you [plural]  are not your 

own?  20  For you [plural]  were bought 

at a price; therefore glorify God 

in your body and 

in your spirit, 

which are Godôs. 

 

[Steve Gregg: 1Cor 7:1 - 7:40]  

1 Corinthians 7 

Now re Their Questions to Paul 

7:1 ¶  Now concerning the things about 

[of] which you wrote to me: 

 

 

Instruction on Marriage 

It is good for a man not to touch a 

woman.  2  Nevertheless, because of 

sexual immorality, let each man have 

his own wife, and let each woman have 

her own husband.  3  Let the husband 

render to his wife the affection due her, 

and likewise also the wife to her hus-

band.  4  The wife does not have authority 

over her own body, but the husband 

does.  And likewise the husband does 

not have authority over his own body, 

but the wife does.  5  Do not deprive 

one another except with consent for a 

time, that you may give yourselves to 

fasting and prayer; and come together 

again so that Satan does not tempt you 

because of your lack of self-control.  6  

But I say this as a concession, not as a 

commandment.  7  For I wish that all 

men were [single] even as I myself.  

But each one has his own gift from God, 

one in this manner and another in that.  

8  But I say to the unmarried and to the 

widows:  It is good for them if they 

remain [single] even as I am;  9  but if 

they cannot exercise self-control, let 

them marry.  For it is better to marry 

than to burn with passion. 
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Instruction on Divorce 

10 ¶  Now to the married I command, 

yet not I but the Lord:  A wife is not to 

depart from her husband.  11  But even if 

she does depart, let her remain unmar-

ried or be reconciled to her husband.  

And [similarly]  a husband is not to 

divorce his wife.  12 

 

But to the rest I, not the Lord, say: If 

any brother has a wife who does not 

believe, and she is willing to live with 

him, let him not divorce her.  13  And a 

woman who has a husband who does 

not believe, if he is willing to live with 

her, let her not divorce him.  14  For 

the unbelieving husband is sanctified 

by the wife [set apart for Godly influ-

ence by her: v16a], and the unbeliev-

ing wife is sanctified by the husband 

[set apart for Godly influence by him: 

v16b]; otherwise your children would 

be unclean, but now they are holy [set 

apart for Godly influence by him/her].  

15  But if the unbeliever departs, let 

him depart; a brother or a sister is not 

under bondage in such cases.  But God 

has called us to peace.  16  For how do 

you know, O wife, whether you will 

save your husband?  Or how do you 

know, O husband, whether you will 

save your wife? 

 

Instruction on State of Calling 

17 ¶  But 

as God has distributed to each one, 

as the Lord has called each one, 

so let him walk. 

And so I ordain in all the churches.  18  

Was anyone called while circumcised?  

Let him not become uncircumcised.  

Was anyone called while uncircum-

cised?  Let him not be circumcised.  19  

Circumcision is nothing and uncircum-

cision is nothing, but keeping the 

commandments of God is what mat-

ters.  20  Let each one remain in the 

same calling in which he was called.  

21  Were you called while a slave?  

Do not be concerned about it; but if 

you can be made free, rather use it.  22  

For he who is called in the Lord 

while a slave is the Lordôs freedman.  

Likewise he who is called while free is 

Christôs slave.  23  You were bought at 

a price; do not become slaves of men.  

24  Brethren, let each one remain with 

God in that state in which he was called. 

 

Instruction on Virgins 

25 ¶  Now concerning virgins: 

I have no commandment from the Lord; 

yet I give judgment as one whom the 

Lord in His mercy has made trustwor-

thy.  26  I suppose therefore that this is 

good because of the present distress 

ïï that it is good for a man to remain 

as he is:  27 

Are you bound to a wife? 

Do not seek to be loosed. 

Are you loosed from a wife? 

Do not seek a wife.  28 

But even if you do marry, you have 

not sinned; and if a virgin marries, 

she has not sinned.  Nevertheless such 

will have trouble in the flesh, but I 

would spare you.  29  But this I say, 

brethren, the time is short, so that 

from now on even 

those who have wives should be 

as though they had none,  30 

those who weep 

as though they did not weep, 

those who rejoice 

as though they did not rejoice, 

those who buy 

as though they did not possess, 

31  and 

those who use this world 

as [though] not misusing it. 

For the form of this world is passing 

away.  32  But I want you to be without 

care.  He who is unmarried cares for 

the things of the Lord ïï how he may 

please the Lord.  33  But he who is mar-

ried cares about the things of the world 

ïï how he may please his wife.  34  

There is a difference between a wife 

and a virgin.  The unmarried woman 

cares about the things of the Lord, that 

she may be holy both in body and in 

spirit.  But she who is married cares 

about the things of the world ïï how 

she may please her husband.  35  And 

this I say for your own benefit [profit], 

not that I may put a leash on you, but 

for what is proper, and that you may 

serve the Lord without distraction. 

 

36 ¶  But if any man thinks he is behaving 

improperly toward his virgin [daugh-

ter: v38], if she is past the flower of 

youth, and thus it must be, let him do 

what he wishes.  He does not sin; let 

them marry [her and her betrothed].  37  

Nevertheless he who stands steadfast 

in his heart, having no necessity, but 

has power over his own will, and has 

so determined in his heart that he will 

keep his virgin [daughter], does well.  

38  So then 

he who gives her in marriage 

 does well, but 

he who does not give her in marriage 

 does better. 

 

Instruction to Widows 

39 ¶  A wife is bound by law as long as 

her husband lives; but if her husband 

dies, she is at liberty to be married to 

whom she wishes, only in the Lord.  40  

But she is happier if she remains as 

she is, according to my judgment ïï and 

I think I also have the Spirit of God. 
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November 21 
 

[Steve Gregg: 1Cor 8:1 - 9:15]  

1 Corinthians 8 

Food Sacrificed to Idols 

8:1 ¶  Now concerning things offered to 

idols: 

We know that we all have knowledge.  

Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies.  

2  And if anyone thinks that he knows 

anything, he knows nothing yet as he 

ought to know.  3  But if anyone loves 

God, this one is known by Him. 

 

4 ¶  Therefore concerning the eating of 

things offered to idols, we know that 

an idol is nothing in the world, and 

that there is no other God but one.  5  

For even if there are so-called gods, 

whether in heaven or on land [earth] 

(as there are many gods and many 

lords),  6  yet for us there is 

one God, the Father, 

 of whom are all things, and 

 we [exist] for Him; and 

one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 through whom are all things, and 

 through whom we live [exist]. 

 

7 ¶  However, there is not in everyone 

that knowledge; for some, with con-

sciousness of the idol, until now eat it 

as a thing offered to an idol; and their 

conscience, being weak, is defiled.  8  

But food does not commend us to God; 

for neither if we eat are we the better, 

nor if we do not eat are we the worse.  

9  But beware lest somehow this liberty 

of yours become a stumbling block to 

those who are weak.  10  For if anyone 

sees you who have knowledge eating 

in an idolôs temple, will not the con-

science of him who is weak be embold-

ened to eat those things offered to idols?  

11  And because of your knowledge shall 

the weak brother perish [not UES], for 

whom Christ died?  12  But when you 

thus sin against the brethren, and wound 

their weak conscience, you sin against 

Christ.  13  Therefore, 

if food makes my brother stumble, 

I will never again eat meat, 

lest I make my brother stumble. 

 

 

1 Corinthians 9 

Paul Gives Up His Rights 

9:1 ¶ Am I not an apostle? 

Am I not free? 

Have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? 

Are you not my work in the Lord?  2 

If I am not an apostle to others, yet 

doubtless I am to you.  For you are the 

seal of my apostleship in the Lord. 

 

 

3 ¶  My defense to those who examine 

me is this:  4 

Do we have no right to eat and drink?  

5  Do we have no right to take along a 

believing wife, as do also the other 

apostles, the brothers of the Lord, and 

Cephas [Peter]?  6  Or is it only 

Barnabas and I who have no right to 

refrain from working?  7  Who ever 

goes to war at his own expense?  Who 

plants a vineyard and does not eat of 

its fruit?  Or who tends a flock and 

does not drink of the milk of the 

flock?  8  Do I say these things as a 

mere man?  Or does not the law say 

the same also?  9  For it is written in the 

law of Moses [Mosesô own words], 

ñYou shall not muzzle an ox 

while it treads out the grain.ò 

Deuteronomy 25:4 
You shall not muzzle an ox 

while it treads out the grain. 
 

Is it oxen God is concerned about?  10  

Or does He say it altogether for our 

sakes?  For our sakes, no doubt, this is 

written, that he who plows should 

plow in hope, and he who threshes in 

hope should be partaker of his hope.  11  

If we have sown spiritual things for 

you, is it a great thing if we reap your 

material things?  12  If others are par-

takers of this right over you, are we 

not even more?  Nevertheless we have 

not used this right, but endure all things 

lest we hinder the gospel of Christ.  13  

Do you not know that those who min-

ister the holy things eat of the things 

of the temple, and those who serve at 

the altar partake of the offerings of the 

altar?  14  Even so the Lord has com-

manded that those who preach the gospel 

should live from the gospel. 

[Steve Gregg: 1Cor 9:16 - 10:33]  

15 ¶  But I have used none of these 

things, nor have I written these things 

that it should be done so to me; for it 

would be better for me to die than that 

anyone should make my boasting void.  

16  For if I preach the gospel, I have 

nothing to boast of, for necessity is 

laid upon me; yes, woe is me if I do 

not preach the gospel!  17  For if I do 

this willingly, I have a reward; but if 

against my will, I have been entrusted 

with a stewardship.  18 

What is my reward then? 

That when I preach the gospel, I may 

present the gospel of Christ without 

charge, that I may not abuse my au-

thority in the gospel. 

 

Limited Conformity to Win Some 

19 ¶  For though I am free from all men, 

I have made myself a servant to all, 

that I might win the more;  20  and 

to the Jews I became 

  as a Jew, 

 that I might win Jews; 

to those who are under the law, 

  as under the law, 

 that I might win those 

   who are under the law;  21 

to those who are without law, 

  as without law 

 (not being without law 

  toward God, but 

   under law toward Christ), 

 that I might win those 

   who are without law;  22 

to the weak I became 

  as weak, 

 that I might win the weak. 

I have become all things to all men, 

that I might by all means save some.  23  

Now this I do for the gospelôs sake, 

that I may be partaker of it with you. 

 

Run the Race with Discipline 

24 ¶  Do you not know that those who 

run in a race all run, but [only]  one 

receives the prize?  Run in such a way 

that you may obtain it.  25  And every-

one who competes for the prize is 

temperate in all things.  Now they do 

it to obtain a perishable crown, but we 

for an imperishable crown.  26 
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Therefore I run thus: 

not with uncertainty.   

Thus I fight: 

not as one who beats the air.  27 

But I discipline my body 

and bring it into subjection, lest, 

when I have preached to others, 

I myself should become disqualified. 

 

1 Corinthians 10 

Warning Against Displeasing God 

10:1 ¶  Moreover, brethren, 

I do not want you to be unaware that 

all our fathers were under the cloud, 

[his audience is more Gentiles than 

Jews (12:2), so Paul is attributing 

to them as believers the Jewish pa-

triarchs as their fathers, hence his 

audience is the true Israel, the New 

Jerusalem, the Church, Godôs Temple] 

all passed through the sea,  2 

all were baptized into Moses 

 in the cloud and in the sea,  3 

 [i.e., they accepted the leadership 

of Moses in their experiences with 

the cloud and going through the sea 

on dry ground] 

all ate the same spiritual food,  4  and 

all drank the same spiritual drink. 

For they drank of that spiritual Rock 

that followed them, and that Rock was 

Christ.  5  But with most of them God 

was not well pleased, for their bodies 

were scattered in the wilderness [not 

UES: they were saved from Egypt, but 

failed to make it to the Promised Land]. 

[UES: unconditional eternal security.] 

 

6 ¶  Now these things became our exam-

ples, to the intent that we should not 

lust after evil things as they also lusted.  

7  And do not become idolaters as were 

some of them.  As it is written, 

ñThe people 

 sat down to eat and drink, and 

 rose up to play.ò  8 

Exodus 32:6 
Then they rose early on the next day, 

offered burnt offerings, and 

brought peace offerings; and 

the people 

sat down to eat and drink, and 

rose up to play [euphemism for 

sexual immorality]. 
 

Nor let us commit sexual immorality, 

as some of them did, and in one day 

twenty-three thousand [23,000] fell.  9 

Exodus 32:28b [3 or 23?]  

And about three thousand [~3,000] 

men of the people fell that day. 

Nor let us tempt Christ, as some of them 

also tempted [Him] , and were destroyed 

by serpents.  10 [Nu 21:4b-9]  

Nor complain, as some of them also 

complained, and were destroyed by 

the destroyer.  11 

 

Now all these things happened to them 

as examples, and they were written for 

our admonition, upon whom the ends 

of the ages have come.  12  Therefore 

let him who thinks he stands take heed 

lest he fall.  13  No temptation has over-

taken you except such as is common to 

man; but God is faithful, who will not 

allow you to be tempted beyond what 

you are able, but with the temptation 

will also make the way of escape, that 

you may be able to bear it.  14  There-

fore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 

 

15 ¶  I speak as to wise men; judge for 

yourselves what I say.  16  The cup of 

blessing that we bless, is it not the 

communion of the blood of Christ? 

The bread that we break, is it not the 

communion of the body of Christ? 17  

For we, though many, are one bread 

and one body; for we all partake of 

that one bread.  18 

Observe Israel after the flesh: 

Are not those who eat of the sacrifices 

partakers of the altar?  19 

What am I saying then? 

That an idol is anything, or 

what is offered to idols is anything? 

 20  Rather, 

that the things that the Gentiles sac-

rifice they sacrifice to demons and 

not to God, and I do not want you 

to have fellowship with demons.  21 

You cannot drink 

 the cup of the Lord and 

 the cup of demons; 

you cannot partake 

 of the Lordôs table and 

 of the table of demons.  22 

Or do we provoke the Lord to jealousy?  

Are we stronger than He? 

 

23 ¶  [Yes, as you say,] [cf. 6:12]  

ñAll things are lawful for meò, 

 but not all things are helpful; 

ñAll things are lawful for meò,  

 but not all things edify.  24 

Let no one seek his own, but each one 

the otherôs well-being.  25  Eat whatever 

is sold in the meat market, asking no 

questions for conscienceô sake;  26  for 

 

 

ñthe land [earth] is YHWHôs, 

and all its fullness.ò 

Psalm 24:1 
The land [earth] is YHWHôs, 

 and all its fullness, 

The world  [note the parallelism] 

 and those who dwell therein. 

[ñBe fruitful and fill the landò]  
 

27  If any of those who do not believe 

invites you to dinner, and you desire to 

go, eat whatever is set before you, asking 

no question for [your own] conscienceô 

sake.  28  But if anyone says to you, 

ñThis was offered to idolsò, 

do not eat it for the sake of the one who 

told you, and for [his]  conscienceô sake; 

for 

ñthe land [earth] is YHWHôs, 

and all its fullness.ò  29 

óConscienceô, I say, not your own, but 

that of the other.  For why is my liberty 

judged by another manôs conscience?  

30  But if I partake with thanks, why am 

I evil spoken of for the food over which 

I give thanks?  31 

 

Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or 

whatever you do, do all to the glory of 

God.  32  Give no offense, either 

to the Jews or 

to the Greeks, or 

to the church of God,  33 

just as I also please all men in all things, 

not seeking my own profit, but the profit 

of many, that they may be saved. 

 

1 Corinthians 11:1 

11:1 ¶  Imitate me, just as I also imitate 

Christ. 

[Steve Gregg: 1Cor 11:1 - 11:16]  
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November 22 
 

1 Corinthians 11:2 

Instructions For Public Worship 

2  Now I praise you, brethren, that you 

remember me in all things and keep 

the traditions just as I delivered them 

to you.  3  But I want you to know that 

the head of every man is Christ, 

the head of woman is man, and 

the head of Christ is God. 4 

Every man praying or prophesying, 

having his head covered, dishonors his 

head.  5  But every woman who prays 

or prophesies with her head uncovered 

dishonors her head, for that is one and 

the same as if her head were shaved.  6  

For if a woman is not covered, let her 

also be shorn.  But if it is shameful for 

a woman to be shorn or shaved, let her 

be covered.  7  For a man indeed ought 

not to cover his head, since 

he is the image and glory of God; 

but woman is the glory of man.  8 

For man is not from woman, 

 but woman from man. 9 

Nor was man created for the woman, 

 but woman for the man. 10 

For this reason the woman ought to 

have a symbol of authority on her 

head:  because of the angels [mes-

sengers].  11 

Nevertheless, 

neither is man independent of woman, 

nor woman independent of man, 

in the Lord. 12 

For as woman came from man, even 

so man also comes through woman; 

but all things are from God.  13 

Judge among yourselves: 

Is it proper for a woman to pray to 

God with her head uncovered?  14 

Does not even nature itself teach you 

that if a man has long hair, it is a dis-

honor to him?  15  But if a woman has 

long hair, it is a glory to her; for her 

hair is given to her for a covering.  16  

But if anyone seems to be contentious, 

we have no such custom, 

nor do the churches of God. 

 

[Steve Gregg: 1Cor 11:14 - 11:34]  

Order at the Lordôs Supper 

17 ¶  Now in giving these instructions, 

I do not praise you, since you come 

together not for the better but for the 

worse.  18  For first of all, when you 

come together as a church, I hear that 

there are divisions among you, and in 

part I believe it.  19  For there must also 

be factions among you, that those who 

are approved may be recognized among 

you.  20  Therefore when you come to-

gether in one place, it is not to eat the 

Lordôs Supper.  21  For in eating, each 

one takes his own supper ahead of 

others; and one is hungry and another 

is drunk.  22  What!  Do you not have 

houses to eat and drink in?  Or do you 

despise the church of God and shame 

those who have nothing?  What shall I 

say to you?  Shall I praise you in this?  

I do not praise you. 

 

[Cp. vv23-25 with Mt 26:26-29 || 

Mk 14:22-25 || Lu 22:19-20 Oct 29] 

23 ¶  For I received from the Lord that 

that I also delivered to you:  that the 

Lord Jesus on the same night in which 

He was betrayed took bread;  24  and 

when He had given thanks, He broke 

it and said,
ii
 

ñTake, eat; this is My body, which is 

broken for you; do this in remem-

brance of Me.ò  25 

In the same manner He also took the 

cup after supper, saying, 

ñThis cup is the new covenant in My 

blood.  This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.ò  26 

For as often as you eat this bread and 

drink this cup, you proclaim the Lordôs 

death till  He comes.  27  Therefore who-

ever eats this bread or drinks this cup 

of the Lord in an unworthy manner will 

be guilty of the body and blood of the 

Lord.  28  But let a man examine him-

self, and so let him eat of the bread and 

drink of the cup.  29  For he who eats 

and drinks in an unworthy manner [v21] 

eats and drinks judgment to himself, 

not discerning the Lordôs body [the 

Church].  30  For this reason many are 

weak and sick among you, and many 

sleep.  31  For if we would judge 

ourselves, we would not be judged.  32  

But when we are judged, we are chas-

tened by the Lord, that we may not be 

condemned with the world.  33 

 

Therefore, my brethren, when you come 

together to eat, wait for one another.  34  

But if anyone is hungry, let him eat at 

home, lest you come together for judg-

ment. 

 

And the rest I will set in order when I 

come. 

 

[Steve Gregg: 1Cor 12:1 - 12:10]  

1 Corinthians 12 

Spiritual Gifts 

12:1 ¶  Now concerning spiritual gifts, 

brethren, 

I do not want you to be ignorant:  2 

You know that you were Gentiles, 

 carried away to these dumb idols, 

  however you were led.  3 

Therefore I make known to you that 

no one speaking by the Spirit of God 

calls Jesus accursed, and 

no one can [truly]  say that Jesus is Lord 

except by the Holy Spirit.  4 

There are diversities of gifts, 

 but the same Spirit.  5 

There are differences of ministries, 

 but the same Lord.  6  And 

There are diversities of activities, 

 but it is the same God 

  who works all in all.  7 

But 

the manifestation of the Spirit is given 

to each one for the profit of all:  8  for 

to one is given the word of wisdom 

 through the Spirit, 

to another the word of knowledge 

 through the same Spirit,  9 

to another faith 

 by the same Spirit, 

to another gifts of healings 

 by the same Spirit,  10 

to another the working of miracles, 

to another prophecy, 

to another discerning of spirits, 

to another different kinds of tongues, 

to another the interpretation of tongues. 

11  But one and the same Spirit works 

all these things, distributing 

to each one individually as He wills. 
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[Steve Gregg: 1Cor 12:10 - 12:31]  

One Body, Many Parts 

12 ¶  For as the body is one and has many 

members, but all the members of that 

one body, being many, are one body, 

so also is Christ.  13  For by one Spirit 

we were all baptized into one body ïï 

whether Jews or Greeks, 

whether slaves or free ïï 

and have all been made to drink into 

one Spirit.  14  For in fact the body is 

not one member but many.  15 

If the foot should say, 

ñBecause I am not a hand, 

  I am not [part]  of the bodyò, 

is it therefore not [part]  of the body? 16  

And if the ear should say, 

ñBecause I am not an eye, 

  I am not [part]  of the bodyò, 

is it therefore not [part]  of the body? 17  

If the whole body were an eye, where 

would be the hearing?  If the whole 

were hearing, where would be the smell-

ing?  18  But now God has set the 

members, each one of them, in the 

body just as He pleased.  19  And if they 

were all one member, where would the 

body be?  20  But now indeed there are 

many members, yet one body.  21  And 

the eye cannot say to the hand, 

ñI have no need of youò; 

nor again the head to the feet, 

ñI have no need of you.ò 22 

No, much rather, those members of 

the body that seem to be weaker are 

necessary.  23  And those members of 

the body that we think to be less 

honorable, on these we bestow greater 

honor; and our unpresentable parts have 

greater modesty,  24  but our presentable 

parts have no need.  But God composed 

the body, having given greater honor 

to that part that lacks it,  25  that there 

should be no schism in the body, but 

that the members should have the same 

care for one another.  26 

And if one member suffers, 

all the members suffer with it; 

or if one member is honored, 

all the members rejoice with it. 

 

You Together are the Body of Christ 

[Corpus de Christo] 

27 ¶  Now you are the body of Christ, and 

members individually.  28  And God 

has appointed these in the church [i.e., 

the body of Christ]: 

first apostles, 

second prophets, 

third teachers, 

after that [those who work] miracles, 

then [those who give the] gifts of 

 healings, 

 helps, 

 administrations, 

 varieties of tongues.  29 

Are all apostles?  [No]  

Are all prophets?  [No]  

Are all teachers?  [No]  

Are all workers of miracles?  [No] 30 

Do all have gifts of healings?  [No]  

Do all speak with tongues?  [No]  

Do all interpret?  [No] 31 

But earnestly desire the best gifts. 

[But Paul, which are the best?  He an-

swers in chapter 14, but first, he puts 

the gifts in their proper perspective.] 

 

Love is the Greatest 

And yet I show you a more excellent 

way: 

[Steve Gregg: 1Cor 13:1 - 14:19]  

1 Corinthians 13 

13:1 ¶  Though I speak with the tongues 

of men and of angels, 

 but have not love, 

I have become 

 sounding brass or 

 a clanging cymbal.  2 

And though I have the gift of prophecy, 

and understand all mysteries 

    and all knowledge, 

and though I have all faith, 

so that I could remove mountains, 

 but have not love, 

I am nothing.  3 

And though I bestow all my goods 

to feed the poor, 

and though I give my body to be burned, 

 but have not love, 

it profits me nothing. 

4 ¶ 

Love suffers long and 

is kind; 

love does not envy; 

love does not parade itself, 

is  not puffed up;  5 

does not behave rudely, 

does not seek its own, 

is  not provoked, 

thinks no evil;  6 

does not rejoice in iniquity, but 

rejoices in the truth;  7 

bears all things, 

believes all things, 

hopes all things, 

endures  all things.  8 ¶ 

Love never fails. 

But 

whether there are prophecies, 

 they will fail;  

whether there are tongues, 

 they will cease; 

whether there is knowledge, 

 it will vanish away.  9 

For we know in part and 

 we prophesy in part.  10 

But when that [ love] 

 that is perfect has come, 

  then that 

 that is in part 

 [proph., tongues, knowl., etc.]  

will be done away:  11 

when I was a child, 

 I spoke as a child, 

 I understood as a child, 

 I thought as a child; but 

when I became a man [mature], 

 I put away childish things.  12 

For 

now we see in a mirror, dimly, but 

then face to face. 

now I know in part, but 

then I shall know 

 just as I also am known.  13 

1 John 3:2 

Beloved, now we are children of God; 

and it has not yet been revealed 

 what we shall be, 

but we know that [cf. Ps 17:15]  

when He is revealed, 

 we shall be like Him, 

for we shall see Him as He is. 
 

And now abide [dwell in us] 

 faith, hope, love, 

these  three [3] ; 

but the greatest of these is love. 
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November 23 
 

1 Corinthians 14 

The Gifts of Tongues and Prophecy 

for the Edification of the Church 

14:1 ¶  Pursue love, and desire spiritual 

gifts, but especially that you may proph-

esy.  2  For he who speaks in a tongue 

does not speak to men but to God, for 

no one understands him; however, in 

the spirit he speaks mysteries.  3  But 

he who prophesies speaks edification 

and exhortation and comfort to men.  4  

He who speaks in a tongue edifies him-

self, but he who prophesies edifies the 

church.  5  I wish you all spoke with 

tongues, but even more that you proph-

esied; for he who prophesies is greater 

than he who speaks with tongues, un-

less indeed he interprets, that the church 

may receive edification. 

 

6 ¶  But now, brethren, if I come to you 

speaking with tongues, what shall I 

profit you ïï unless [in addition, or 

instead] I speak to you either 

by revelation, 

by knowledge, 

by prophesying, or 

by teaching?  7 

Even things without life, whether flute 

or harp, when they make a sound, unless 

they make a distinction in the sounds 

[distinct notes], how will it be known 

what is piped or played?  8  For if the 

trumpet makes an uncertain sound, 

who will prepare himself for battle?  9  

So likewise you, unless you utter by 

the tongue words easy to understand, 

how will it be known what is spoken?  

For you will be speaking into the air. 10  

There are, it may be, so many kinds of 

languages in the world, and none of 

them is without significance.  11  There-

fore, if I do not know the meaning of 

the language, I shall be a foreigner to 

him who speaks, and he who speaks 

will be a foreigner to me.  12  Even so 

you, since you are zealous for spiritual 

gifts, let it be for the edification of the 

church that you seek to excel.  13  There-

fore let him who speaks in a tongue 

pray that he may interpret.  14  For if I 

pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but 

my understanding is unfruitful. 

 

15 ¶  What is the conclusion then? 

I will pray with the spirit, and 

I will also pray with the understanding. 

I will sing with the spirit, and 

I will also sing with the understanding. 

16  Otherwise, if you bless with the 

spirit, how will he who occupies the 

place of the uninformed say ñAmenò 

at your giving of thanks, since he does 

not understand what you say?  17  For 

you indeed give thanks well, but the 

other is not edified.  18  I thank my God 

I speak with tongues more than you all; 

19  yet in the church I would rather speak 

five [5]  words with my understanding, 

that I may teach others also, than ten 

thousand [10,000] words in a tongue.  20 

 

[Steve Gregg: 1Cor 14:20 - 14:39]  

Brethren, do not be children 

 in understanding; however, 

  in malice be babes, but 

 in understanding be mature. 

 

21 ¶  In the law it is written: 

ñWith men of 

 other tongues and 

 other lips  [
Ć
 Israel] 

  I will speak to this people; 

...ò 

And ñyetò, for all that, 

 ñthey will not hear Meò, 

Isaiah 28:11-12 

For with 

 stammering lips and 

 another tongue [
Ć
 Israel] 

He will speak to this people,  12 

To whom He said, 

ñThis is the rest with which 

  You may cause the weary to restò, 

And, 

ñThis is the refreshingò; 

Yet they would not hear. 

says the Lord [context: YHWH] .  22 

 

Therefore tongues are for a sign, 

not to those who believe 

but to unbelievers; 

but  prophesying is 

not for unbelievers 

but for those who believe.  23 

 

Therefore if the whole church comes 

together in one place, and all speak with 

tongues, and there come in those who 

are uninformed or unbelievers, will 

they not say that you are out of your 

mind?  24  But if all prophesy, and an 

unbeliever or an uninformed person 

comes in, he is convinced by all, he is 

convicted by all.  25  And thus the 

secrets of his heart are revealed; and 

so, falling down on his face, he will 

worship God and report that God is 

truly among you. 

A Call for Orderly Worship 

26 ¶  How is it then, brethren? 

Whenever you come together, 

each of you 

has a psalm, 

has a teaching, 

has a tongue, 

has a revelation, 

has an interpretation. 

Let all things be done for edification. 27 

If anyone speaks in a tongue, 

let there be two or at the most three, 

each in turn, and 

let one interpret.  28 

 But if there is no interpreter, 

let him keep silent in church, and 

let him speak to himself and to God. 29 

Let two or three prophets speak, and 

let the others judge.  30  But if anything 

is revealed to another who sits by, 

let the first keep silent.  31 

For you can all prophesy one by one, 

that all may learn [be edified] 

and all may be encouraged.  32 

And the spirits of the prophets are sub-

ject to the prophets.  33  For God is 

not the author of confusion 

but of peace, 

as in all the churches of the saints. 

 

34 ¶  Let your women keep silent in the 

churches, for they are not permitted to 

speak; but they are to be submissive, 

as the law also says.  35 

And if they want to learn something, 

let them ask their own husbands at home; 

for it is shameful for women to speak 

in church. 
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36 ¶  Or did the word of God come orig-

inally from you?  Or was it you only 

that it reached?  37  If anyone thinks 

himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let 

him acknowledge that the things that 

I write to you are the commandments 

of the Lord.  38  But if anyone is igno-

rant, let him be ignorant.  39 

 

Therefore, brethren, 

desire earnestly to prophesy, and 

do not forbid to speak with tongues.  
40 

 

Let all things be done 

decently and 

in order. 

 

[Steve Gregg: 1Cor 15:1 - 16:24]  

1 Corinthians 15 

The Resurrection of Christ 

15:1 ¶  Moreover, brethren, 

I declare to you the gospel 

that I preached to you, 

which also you received and 

in which you stand,  2 

by which also you are saved, 

if  you hold fast that word 

that I preached to you ïï 

unless you believed in vain [not UES].  3 

For I delivered to you first of all that 

that I also received: 

that Christ died for our sins 

 according to the Scriptures,  4  and 

that He was buried, and 

that He rose again the third day 

 according to the Scriptures,  5  and 

that He was seen by Cephas, 

then by [the rest of] the twelve [12]  

[except for Judas, so really only 10 

more].  6 

After that He was seen by over five 

hundred [500] brethren at once, 

of whom the greater part remain to 

the present [so ñthis generationò], 

but some have fallen asleep.  7 

After that He was seen by [His half 

brother-in-the-flesh] James, 

then by all the apostles [ñsent onesò, 

perhaps meaning the 70: Lu 10:1-

12] .  8 

Then last of all He was seen by me 

also, as by one born out of due time.  9  

For I am the least of the apostles, who 

am not worthy to be called an apostle, 

because I persecuted the church of God.  

10  But by the grace of God I am what 

I am, and His grace toward me was not 

in vain; but I labored more abundantly 

than they all, yet not I, but the grace of 

God which was with me.  11  Therefore, 

whether it was I or they, 

so [vv3-8] we   preach   and 

so [vv3-8] you believed. 

 

The Resurrection of the Dead 

12 ¶  Now if Christ is preached ïï that 

He has been raised from the dead ïï, 

how do some among you say that there 

is no resurrection of the dead?  13  But 

if there is no resurrection of the dead, 

then Christ is not risen.  14  And if Christ 

is not risen, then our preaching is empty 

and your faith is also empty.  15  Yes, 

and we are found false witnesses of God, 

because we have testified of God that 

He raised up Christ, whom He did not 

raise up ïï if in fact the dead do not 

rise.  16  For if the dead do not rise, then 

Christ is not risen.  17  And if Christ is 

not risen, your faith is futile; you are 

still in your sins!  18  Then also those 

who have fallen asleep in Christ have 

perished.  19  If in this life only we 

have hope in Christ, we are of all men 

the most pitiable. 
 

20 ¶  But now Christ [actually] is risen 

from the dead, and has become the 

firstfruits [Le 23:10: offered the day 

after the first Sabbath after Passover, 

so Sunday after Saturday after Passover 

on Friday (AD 30) or earlier]  of those 

who have fallen asleep.  21  For since 

 by man [Adam] came death, 

 by Man [Jesus] also came 

  the resurrection of the dead.  22 

For as 

 in Adam all die, even so 

 in Christ all shall be made alive.  23 

 But each one in his own order: 

Christ the firstfruits [Le 23:10] , 

afterward [on the last day: 

Jn 6:39, 40, 44, 54; 11:24, 12:48]  

those who are Christôs 

 at His [Last-Day]  coming.  24 

Then comes the end, 

when He delivers the Kingdom 

 to God the Father, 

when He [ the Father]  puts an end to 

 all rule and 

 all authority and power.  25 

For He [ the Son]  must reign 

 till  He [ the Father]  has put 

 all enemies 

under His [ the Sonôs] feet.  26 

The last enemy that will be destroyed 

is death.  27  For 

ñHe has put all things under His feet.ò 

Psalm 8:6-9 

You have made him 

 to have dominion over 

 the works of Your hands; 

You have put [cf. Ge 1:26, 28]  

 all things under his feet,  7 

 all sheep and oxen ïï 

 even the beasts of the field,  8 

 the birds of the air, and 

 the fish of the sea 

  that pass through 

   the paths of the seas.  9 

O  YHWH, our Lord, How excellent is 

 Your name in all the lands [earth]! 

But when he
25

 [the psalmist] says 

ñall things are put under Himò, 

it is evident that He [ the Father]  who 

put all things under Him [ the Son]  is 

excepted.  28 

 

Now when all things are made 

 subject to Him [ the Son] , 

then the Son Himself will also be 

 subject to Him [ the Father]  

who put all things under Him [ the Son] , 

that God may be all in all.  29 

                                                           
25

 NKJ: ñHeò, perhaps meaning the In-

spirer, the Holy Spirit. 
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Otherwise, 

what will they do who are immersed 

 [baptized] for the dead, 

 if the dead do not rise at all? 

Why then are they immersed  

  [baptized] for the dead? 30 And 

why do we stand in jeopardy 

every hour?  31 

 

I affirm, 

by the boasting in you that 

I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, 

I die daily.  32  If, in the manner of men, 

I have fought with beasts at Ephesus, 

what advantage is it to me? 

If the dead do not rise, 

 ñLet us eat and drink, 

   for tomorrow we die!ò  33 

Isaiah 22:12-13 

And in that day the Lord GOD 

 [Adonai YHWH]  of hosts called 

  for weeping and 

  for mourning, 

  for baldness and 

  for girding with sackcloth.  13 

But instead,   [Israel celebrated with] 

 joy and gladness, 

 slaying oxen and killing sheep, 

 eating meat and drinking wine: 

 ñLet us eat and drink, 

   for tomorrow we die!ò 

Do not be deceived: 

ñEvil company corrupts good habits.ò 34 

Awake to righteousness, and 

do not sin; 

 for some [of you] do not have 

  the knowledge of God . 

I speak this to your shame. 

 

The Resurrection Body 

35 ¶  But someone will say, 

ñHow are the dead raised up?  And 

  with what body do they come?ò  36 

Foolish one, what you sow is not made 

alive unless it dies.  37  And what you 

sow, you do not sow that body that shall 

be, but mere grain ïï perhaps wheat or 

some other grain.  38  But God  gives it a 

body as He pleases, and to each seed its 

own body.  39  All flesh is not the same 

flesh, but there is 

[1] one kind of flesh of men, 

[2] another flesh of animals, 

[3] another of fish, and 

[4] another of birds.  40 

There are also 

 celestial    bodies and 

 terrestrial bodies; but 

the glory of the celestial is one, and 

the glory of the terrestrial is another.  41 

There is [
Ć
 celestial bodies] 

one glory of the sun, 

another glory of the moon, and 

another glory of the stars; 

for [even] one star differs from 

another star in glory.  42 

So also is the resurrection of the dead: 

The body 

   is sown in corruption, 

it is raised in incorruption.  43 

It is sown in dishonor, 

it is raised in glory. 

It is sown in weakness, 

it is raised in power.  44 

It is sown a  natural  body, 

it is raised a spiritual body. 

   There is a  natural  body, and 

   There is a spiritual body.  45 

And so it is written, 

ñThe first man Adam 

became a living being.ò 

Genesis 2:7 

then [on Day 6] YHWH God 

formed [the body of] man of 

 the dust of the ground, and 

breathed into his nostrils 

 the breath [spirit]  of life; 

and man became a living being. 
 

The last Adam [Jesus] 

  became a life-giving spirit.  46 

However, 

the spiritual 

 is not first, but  

  the natural, 

 and afterward 

the spiritual. 

[God first made the body, then 

breathed in the spirit.]  47 

 

The first man was of the ground, 

made of dust; [ąearth] 

the second Man is the Lord 

 from heaven.  48 

 As was the man of dust, 

so also are those made of dust; and 

 as is the heavenly Man, 

so also are those who are heavenly.  49 

 And as we have borne 

the image of the man of dust, 

 we shall also bear 

the image of the heavenly Man.  50 

 Now this I say, brethren, that 

flesh and blood cannot inherit 

 the Kingdom of God; 

[Da 2:44; 4:3,32,34; 6:26; 7:14,18,27]  

nor does corruption inherit 

 incorruption. 

 

51 ¶  Behold, I tell you a mystery: 

[The rapture of those not yet asleep & 

the resurrection of those who are, 

on the last day (no days afterward 

 Jn 6:54 & references there.):]  

We shall not all sleep, but 

We shall all be changed ïï  52 

in a moment, 

in the twinkling of an eye, 

at the last trumpet [call] . 

For the trumpet will sound, and 

the dead will be raised 

incorruptible, and 

We shall __ be changed.  53 

For this corruptible must put on 

  incorruption, 

and this mortal must put on 

  immortality.  54  So 

when this corruptible has put on 

  incorruption, 

and this mortal has put on 

  immortality, 

then shall be brought to pass 

the saying that is written: 

ñDeath is swallowed up in victory.ò  55 

Isaiah 25:8 
He will swallow up death forever, 

And the Lord YHWH [Adonai YHWH]  

will wipe away tears from all faces; 

The rebuke of His people 

He will take away from all the land; 

For YHWH has spoken. [earth ą] 
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ñO Death, 

 where is your sting? 

  O Grave [Hades] [Hebrew: Sheol] , 

 where is your victory?ò  56 

[Note that the parallelism indicates that 

Death and Grave refer to the same event 

or state.  Also, Paul uses the Greek word 

Hades to translate Hoseaôs Hebrew 

word Sheol, so both simply mean the 

Grave, not a hot place of torment ïï 

ñhellò, as Hades is sometimes trans-

lated in the KJV (AV)
26
.  Paulôs trans-

lation is somewhat like the LXX, but it 

is not a quote from the current LXX.] 

Hosea 13:14 
I will ransom them from the power 

of the grave [Hebrew sheol] ; 

I will redeem them from death. 

O Death, 

 I will be your plagues! 

     [LXX: Where is your penalty?]  

O Grave [Hebrew Sheol] , 

 I will be your destruction! 

 [LXX: Where is your sting?] 

Pity is hidden from My eyes. 

The sting of death is sin, and 

The strength of sin is the law.  57 

But thanks be to God, 

 who gives us the victory 

  through our Lord Jesus Christ.  58 

 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 

 steadfast, 

 immovable, 

always abounding in 

 the work of the Lord, 

knowing that your labor is 

not in vain in the Lord. 

                                                           
26

 Mt 11:23||Lu 10:15; Mt 16:18; Lu 16:23; 

Ac 2:27, 2:31; Re 1:18, 6:8, 20:13, 20:14. 

November 24 
 

1 Corinthians 16 

The Collection for Jerusalem 

16:1 ¶  Now concerning the collection for 

the saints, as I have given orders to the 

churches of Galatia, so you must do also:  

2  On the first day of the week let each 

one of you lay something aside, storing 

up as he may prosper, that there be no 

collections when I come.  3  And when 

I come, whomever you approve by your 

letters I will send [or whomever you 

approve, I will send by letters] to bear 

your gift to Jerusalem.  4  But if it is fit-

ting that I go also, they will go with me. 

 

Paulôs Final Instructions 

5 ¶  Now I will come to you when I pass 

through Macedonia (for I am passing 

through Macedonia).  6  And it may be 

that I will remain [ for a while] , or even 

spend the winter with you [he did spend 

three months: Ac 20:3], that you may 

send me on my journey, wherever I go. 

7  For I do not wish to see you now on 

the way; but I hope to stay a while with 

you, if the Lord permits.  8  But I will 

stay [tarry] in Ephesus until Pentecost.  

9  For a great and effective door has 

opened to me, and there are many adver-

saries [both, apparently, in Ephesus]. 

 

10 ¶  Now if Timothy comes, see that he 

may be with you without fear; for he 

does the work of the Lord, as I also do.  

11  Therefore let no one despise him.  

But send him on his journey in peace, 

that he may come to me; for I am 

waiting for him with the brethren.  12  

Now concerning our brother Apollos, 

I strongly urged him to come to you with 

the brethren, but he was quite unwilling 

to come at this time; however, he will 

come when he has a convenient time. 

 

13 ¶  Watch, 

stand fast in the faith, 

be brave, 

be strong.  14 

Let all that you do be done with love.  15 

 

I urge you, brethren ïï 

you know the household of 

Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits 

of Achaia [ñtroubleò; southern 

Greece], and that they have 

devoted themselves to the min-

istry [service] of the saints ïï  16 

that you also submit 

to such, and 

to everyone 

 who works and labors with us. 17 

I am glad about the coming of 

Stephanas [ñcrownedò], 

Fortunatus [ñwell freightedò], and 

Achaicus [ñbelonging to Achaiaò], 

for what was lacking on your part 

they supplied.  18 

For they refreshed my spirit and yours. 

Therefore acknowledge such men. 

 

Paulôs Final Greetings 

19 ¶  The churches of Asia greet you. 

Aquila and Priscilla greet you heartily 

in the Lord, with the church that is in 

their house [in Ephesus] .  20 

All the brethren greet you. 

Greet one another with a holy kiss.  21 

 

The salutation with my own hand ïï 

Paulôs.  22  If anyone does not love the 

Lord Jesus Christ, let him be accursed. 

O Lord, come!  23 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 

with you.  24 

My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

Acts 19:21 

Paul Sends Timothy and Erastus to 

Macedonia 

[After writing his first letter to the Corin-

thians from Ephesus, Paul was com-

pelled to visit Corinth before going to 

Jerusalem (again) and Rome.]  

21 ¶  When these things [Paulôs ministry 

in Ephesis] were accomplished, Paul 

purposed in the Spirit, when he had 

passed through Macedonia and Achaia, 

to go to Jerusalem, saying, 

ñAfter I have been there, 

I must also see Rome.ò  22 

So he sent into Macedonia two [2]  of 

those who ministered to him, 

Timothy [ñhonoring Godò] and 

Erastus [ñbelovedò], 

but he himself stayed in Asia for a time. 

 

The Riot in Ephesus 

23  And about that time there arose a 

great commotion about the Way.  24  

For a certain man named Demetrius 

[ñbelonging to Ceresò], a silversmith, 

who made silver shrines of Diana
27

 

[ñcomplete light: flow restrainedò], 

                                                           
27

 aka Artemis (that is the so called Tauric 

or Persian or Ephesian Artemis) the god-

dess of many Asiatic people, to be distin-

guished from the Artemis of the Greeks, 

the sister of Apollo.  A splendid temple was 

built to her at Ephesus. 
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brought no small profit to the craftsmen.  

25  He called them together with the 

workers of similar occupation, and said: 

ñMen, you know that we have our pros-

perity by this trade.  26  Moreover you 

see and hear that not only at Ephesus, 

but throughout almost all Asia, this 

Paul has persuaded and turned away 

many people, saying that they are not 

gods that are made with hands.  27  So 

not only is this trade of ours in danger 

of falling into disrepute, but also the 

temple of the great goddess Diana 

may be despised and her magnificence 

destroyed, whom all Asia and the 

world worship.ò  28 

Now when they heard this, they were 

full of wrath and cried out, saying, 

ñGreat is Diana of the Ephesians!ò  29 

So the whole city was filled with con-

fusion, and rushed into the theater with 

one accord, having seized 

Gaius [ñlordò] and 

Aristarchus [ñthe best rulerò], 

Macedonians, Paulôs travel companions.  

30  And when Paul wanted to go in to the 

people, the disciples would not allow 

him.  31  Then some of the officials of 

Asia, who were his friends, sent to him 

pleading that he would not venture into 

the theater.  32  Some therefore cried one 

thing and some another, for the assem-

bly was confused, and most of them did 

not know why they had come together.  

33  And they drew Alexander [ñman de-

fenderò] out of the multitude, the Jews 

putting him forward.  And Alexander 

motioned with his hand, and wanted to 

make his defense to the people.  34  But 

when they found out that he was a Jew, 

all with one voice cried out for about 

two [~2]  hours, 

ñGreat is Diana of the Ephesians!ò  35 

And when the city clerk [~mayor] had 

quieted the crowd, he said: 

ñMen of Ephesus, what man is there 

who does not know that the city of 

the Ephesians is temple guardian of 

the great goddess Diana, and of the 

image that fell down from Zeus?  36  

Therefore, since these things cannot 

be denied, you ought to be quiet and 

do nothing rashly.  37  For you have 

brought these men here who are nei-

ther robbers of temples nor blasphem-

ers of your goddess.  38  Therefore, if 

Demetrius and his fellow craftsmen 

have a case against anyone, the courts 

are open and there are proconsuls.  

Let them bring charges against one 

another.  39  But if you have any other 

inquiry to make, it shall be determined 

in the lawful assembly.  40  For we are 

in danger of being called in question 

for todayôs uproar, there being no 

reason that we may give to account 

for this disorderly gathering.ò  41 

And when he had said these things, 

he dismissed the assembly. 

 

Acts 20 

Paul Goes to Macedonia and Greece 

20:1 ¶  After the uproar had ceased, Paul 

called the disciples to himself, embraced 

them, and departed to go to Macedonia.  

2  Now when he had gone over that re-

gion and encouraged them with many 

words, he came to Greece  3  and stayed 

three [3]  months.  And when the Jews 

plotted against him as he was about 

to sail to Syria, he decided to return 

through Macedonia. 

2 Corinthians 
[Paul wrote 2 Corinthians from Mac-

edonia, sometime after sending 1 Co-

rinthians from Ephesus ïï whether 

before or after his three months in 

Corinth (Ac 20:1-3) is disputed; see 

also 1Co 16:3-9.  This letter was in 

response to news Titus brought him 

about the Corinthians and to further 

his collection for the poor in Jerusa-

lem (1Co 16:1-4).]  

[Steve Gregg: 2Cor Intro.]  

[Steve Gregg: 2Cor 1 - 2]  

2 Corinthians 1 

Greetings from Paul   [ AD 57/58]  

1:1 ¶  Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ 

  by the will of God, and 

   Timothy our brother, 

To the church of God that is 

 at Corinth, with all the saints who 

are in all Achaia:  2 

Grace to you and peace from 

God our Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

God Offers Comfort to All 

3 ¶  Blessed be 

the God and Father 

 of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Father 

 of mercies and 

God 

 of all comfort,  4 

who comforts us in all our tribulation, 

that we may be able to comfort those 

who are in any trouble, with the com-

fort with which we ourselves are com-

forted by God.  5  For as the sufferings 

of Christ abound in us, so our consola-

tion also abounds through Christ.  6  

 

 

Now if we are afflicted, it is 

for your consolation and salvation, 

which is effective for enduring the 

same sufferings that we also suffer. 

Or if we are comforted, it is 

for your consolation and salvation. 

 

7 ¶  And our hope for you is steadfast, 

because we know that as you are par-

takers of the sufferings, so also you 

will partake of the consolation.  8  For 

we do not want you to be ignorant, 

brethren, of our trouble that came to us 

in Asia: that we were burdened beyond 

measure, above strength, so that we 

despaired even of life.  9  Yes, we had 

the sentence of death in ourselves, that 

we should not trust in ourselves but in 

God who raises the dead,  10  who deliv-

ered us from so great a death, and does 

deliver us; in whom we trust that He will  

still deliver us,  11  you also helping to-

gether in prayer for us, that thanks may 

be given by many persons on our behalf 

for the gift granted to us through many. 

 

12 ¶  For our boasting is this: 

the testimony of our conscience that 

we conducted ourselves in the world 

in simplicity and godly sincerity, not 

with fleshly wisdom but by the grace 

of God, and more abundantly toward 

you.  13  For we are not writing any 

other things to you than what you read 

or understand.  Now I trust you will 

understand, even to the end  14  (as 

also you have understood us in part), 

that we are your boast as you also are 

ours, in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
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Paulôs Change of Plans 

15 ¶  And in this confidence I intended 

to come to you before, that you might 

have a second benefit ïï  16 

to pass by way of you to Macedonia, 

to come again from Macedonia to you, 

and be helped by you on my way to 

Judea.  17  Therefore, when I was plan-

ning this, did I do it lightly?  Or the 

things I plan, do I plan according to 

the flesh, that with me there should be 

Yes, Yes, and No, No?  18  But as God 

is faithful, our word to you was not 

Yes and No. 19  For the Son of God, 

Jesus Christ, who was preached among 

you by us ïï by me, Silvanus, and 

Timothy ïï was not Yes and No, but 

in Him was Yes.  20  For all the promises 

of God in Him are Yes, and in Him 

Amen, to the glory of God through us.  

21  Now He who establishes us with you 

in Christ and has anointed us is God,  

22  who also has sealed us and given us 

the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.  

23  Moreover I call God as witness 

against my soul, that to spare you I 

came no more to Corinth.  24  Not that 

we have dominion over your faith, 

but are fellow workers for your joy; 

for by faith you stand. 

 

2 Corinthians 2 

2:1 ¶  But I determined this within myself, 

that I would not come again to you in 

sorrow.  2  For if I make you sorrowful, 

then who is he who makes me glad but 

the one who is made sorrowful by me?  

3  And I wrote this very thing to you, 

lest, when I came, I should have sorrow 

over those from whom I ought to have 

joy, having confidence in you all that 

my joy is the joy of you all.  4  For out 

of much affliction and anguish of heart 

I wrote to you, with many tears, not 

that you should be grieved, but 

that you might know the love 

that I have so abundantly for you. 

 

November 25 
 

2 Corinthians 2:5 

Forgiveness for the Sinner 

5 ¶  But if anyone has caused grief, he 

has not grieved me, but all of you to 

some extent ïï not to be too severe.  6  

This punishment that was inflicted by 

the majority is sufficient for such a man,  

7  so that, on the contrary, you ought 

rather to forgive and comfort him, lest 

perhaps such a one be swallowed up 

with too much sorrow.  8  Therefore I 

urge you to reaffirm your love to him.  

9  For to this end I also wrote, that I 

might put you to the test, whether you 

are obedient in all things.  10  Now whom 

you forgive anything, I also forgive.  

For if indeed I have forgiven anything, 

I have forgiven that one for your sakes 

in the presence of Christ,  11 

lest Satan should take advantage of us; 

for we are not ignorant of his devices. 

 

Ministers of the New Covenant 

12 ¶  Furthermore, when I came to Troas 

to preach Christôs gospel, and a door 

was opened to me by the Lord,  13  I had 

no rest in my spirit, because I did not 

find Titus my brother; but taking my 

leave of them, I departed for Macedonia.  

14  Now thanks be to God who always 

leads us in triumph in Christ, and 

through us diffuses the fragrance of 

His knowledge in every place.  15  For 

we are to God the fragrance of Christ 

among those who are being saved and 

among those who are perishing.  16 

To the one [perishing] we are 

the aroma of death leading to death, 

and to the other [being saved] 

the aroma of life     leading to life. 

And who is sufficient for these things?  

17  For we are not, as so many, 

peddling the word of God; 

but as of sincerity ïï 

but as from God, 

we speak in the sight of God in Christ. 

 

[Steve Gregg: 2Cor 3]  

2 Corinthians 3 

3:1 ¶  Do we begin again to commend 

ourselves?  Or do we need, as some 

others, letters [epistles] of commenda-

tion to you or letters of commendation 

from you?  2  You are our letter [epistle] 

written in our hearts, known and read 

by all men;  3  clearly you are a letter 

[an epistle] of Christ, ministered by us, 

written not with ink but by the Spirit of 

the living God, not on tablets of stone 

but on tablets of flesh, that is, of the 

heart.  4  And we have such trust through 

Christ toward God.  5  Not that we are 

sufficient of ourselves to think of any-

thing as being from ourselves, but our 

sufficiency is from God,  6  who also 

made us sufficient as ministers of the 

new covenant, not of the letter but of 

the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the 

Spirit gives life. 

 

The Glory of the New Covenant 

7  But if the ministry of death, written 

and engraved on stones [i.e., the law] , 

was glorious, so that the children of 

Israel could not look steadily at the face 

of Moses because of the glory of his 

countenance, which glory was passing 

away,  8  how will the ministry of the 

Spirit not be more glorious?  9  For if 

the ministry of condemnation had glory, 

the ministry of righteousness exceeds 

much more in glory.  10  For even what 

was made glorious had no glory in this 

respect, because of the glory that excels.  

11  For if     [old vs new covenant:] 

[
Ć

  He 8 :13: obsolete]  

what is passing away was glorious, 

what remains is much more glorious. 

 

12 ¶  Therefore, since we have such hope, 

we use great boldness of speech ïï  13  

unlike Moses, who put a veil over his 

face so that the children of Israel could 

not look steadily at the end of what was 

passing away.  14  But their minds were 

blinded.  For until this day the same veil 

remains unlifted in the reading of the 

Old Testament, because the veil is taken 

away in Christ.  15  But even to this day, 

when Moses is read, a veil lies on their 

heart.  16  Nevertheless when one turns 

to the Lord, the veil is taken away.  17  

Now, the Lord is the Spirit; and where 

the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  

18  But we all, with unveiled face, be-

holding as in a mirror the glory of the 

Lord, are being transformed into the 

same image from glory to [even greater] 

glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord. 
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[Steve Gregg: 2Cor 4]  

2 Corinthians 4 

Treasure in Perishable Containers 

4:1 ¶  Therefore, since we have this 

ministry, as we have received mercy, 

we do not lose heart.  2  But we have 

renounced the hidden things of shame, 

not walking in craftiness nor handling 

the word of God deceitfully, but by 

manifestation of the truth commending 

ourselves to every manôs conscience 

in the sight of God.  3  But even if our 

gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those 

who are perishing,  4  whose minds the 

god of this [Jewish] age has blinded, 

who do not believe, lest the light of the 

gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the 

image of God, should shine on them.  5  

For we do not preach ourselves, but 

Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves 

your bondservants for Jesusô sake.  6  

For it is the God who commanded light 

to shine out of darkness [Ge 1:3] , who 

has shone in our hearts to give the light 

of the knowledge of the glory of God 

in the face of Jesus Christ.  7  But we 

have this treasure in earthen vessels, 

that the excellence of the power may 

be of God and not of us. 

 

8 ¶  We are 

hard pressed on every side, 

 yet not crushed; we are 

perplexed, but not in despair;  9 

persecuted, but not forsaken; 

struck down, but not destroyed ïï 10  

always carrying about in the body the 

dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of 

Jesus also may be manifested in our 

body.  11  For we who live are always 

delivered to death for Jesusô sake, that 

the life of Jesus also may be manifested 

in our mortal flesh.  12  So then death 

is working in us, but life in you.  13  

And since we have the same spirit of 

faith, according to what is written, 

ñI believed and therefore I spokeò, 

Psalm 116:10 

I believed, ___ therefore I spoke, 

 ñI am greatly afflicted.ò 

we also believe and therefore speak,  14  

knowing that He who raised up the 

Lord Jesus will also raise us up with 

Jesus, and will present us with you.  15  

For all things are for your sakes, that 

grace, having spread through the many, 

may cause thanksgiving to abound 

to the glory of God.  16  Therefore we do 

not lose heart.  Even though our outward 

man is perishing, yet the inward man is 

being renewed day by day.  17  For our 

light affliction, which is but for a mo-

ment, is working for us a far more ex-

ceeding and Eternal weight of glory,  18 

while we do not look at 

the things that are seen, but at 

the things that are not [yet] seen.  For 

the things that are seen 

 are temporary, but 

the things that are not [yet] seen 

 are Eternal. 
 

[Steve Gregg: 2Cor 5 - 5:13]  

2 Corinthians 5 

New Bodies 

5:1 ¶  For we know that if our earthly 

house [body], this tent, is destroyed, 

we have 

a building from God, 

a house not made with hands, 

Eternal in the heavens.  2 

For in this we groan, earnestly desiring 

to be clothed with 

our habitation that is from heaven,  3 

if [since] indeed, having been clothed, 

we shall not be found naked.  4  For we 

who are in this tent groan, being bur-

dened, not because we want to be un-

clothed, but further clothed, that mor-

tality may be swallowed up by life.  5 

 

Now He who has prepared us for this 

very thing is God, who also has given 

us the Spirit as a guarantee.  6  So we 

are always confident, knowing that 

while we are at home in the body we 

are absent from the Lord.  7  For we 

walk by faith, not by sight.  8  We are 

confident, yes, well pleased rather to 

be absent from the body and to be 

present with the Lord.  9  Therefore we 

make it our aim, whether present or 

absent, to be well pleasing to Him.  10  

For we must all appear before the 

judgment seat of Christ, that each one 

may receive the things done in the 

body, according to what he has done, 

whether good or bad. 

 

We Are Godôs Ambassadors 

11  Knowing, therefore, the terror of 

the Lord, we persuade men; but we are 

well known to God, and I also trust 

are well known in your consciences. 

 

12 ¶  For we do not commend ourselves 

again to you, but give you opportunity 

to boast on our behalf, that you may 

have an answer for those who boast in 

appearance and not in heart.  13  For if 

we are beside ourselves, it is for God; 

or if we are of sound mind, it is for you.  

14  For the love of Christ compels us, 

because we judge thus:  that 

if One  died for all, then all died;  15 

and He died for all, that those who live 

should live no longer for themselves, 

but for Him who died for them and 

rose again. 

[Steve Gregg: 2Cor 5:14 ï 6:18]  

16 ¶  Therefore, from now on, we regard 

no one according to the flesh.  Even 

though we have known Christ according 

to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus 

no longer.  17  Therefore, if anyone is in 

Christ, he is a new creation; old things 

have passed away; behold, all things 

have become new.  18 

 

Now all things are of God, who 

has reconciled us to Himself 

through Jesus Christ, and 

has given us the ministry of 

reconciliation,  19 

that is, that God was in Christ 

reconciling the world 

  to Himself, 

not imputing their trespasses 

  to them, and 

has committed to us the word of 

reconciliation.  20  [ą message] 

 

Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, 

as though God were pleading through 

us:  we implore you on Christôs behalf, 

be reconciled to God.  21  For He made 

Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, 

that we might become the righteousness 

of God in Him. 

 

2 Corinthians 6 

6:1 ¶  We then, as workers together with 

Him, also plead with you not to receive 
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