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Nehemiah 1
Concern for Jerusalem 454BC

1:1 ¶  The words of Nehemiah[“Y HWH

comforts”] the son of Hachaliah
[“whom YHWH enlightens”].  It came 
to pass in the month of Chislev[“his 
confidence”; Nov-Dec], in the twenti-
eth year[Art-20/09/dd: 2:1; so 454 
B.C.(Jones)] , as I was in Shushan
[“lily”; aka Susa]  the citadel, 2  that 
Hanani[“gracious”]  one of my breth-
ren came with men from Judah; and I 
asked them concerning the Jews who 
had escaped, who had survived the 
captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. 3 

And they said to me,
“The survivors who are left from the 
captivity in the province are there in 
great distress and reproach. The wall 
of Jerusalem is also broken down, and 
its gates are burned with fire.”4

So it was, when I heard these words, 
that I sat down and wept, and 
mourned for many days; I was fasting 
and praying before the God of heaven.

5 ¶  And I said:
“I pray, LORD God of heaven, O great 
and awesome God, You who keep 
Your covenant and mercy with those 
who love You and observe Your 
commandments, 6  please let Your ear
be attentive and Your eyes open, that 
You may hear the prayer of Your ser-

vantthat I pray before You now, day 
and night, for the children of Israel 
Your servants, and confess the sins of 
the children of Israel that we have 
sinned against You.  Both my father’s 
house and I have sinned. 7  We have 
acted very corruptly against You, and 
have not kept the commandments, the 
statutes, nor the ordinances that You 
commanded Your servant Moses. 8 

Remember, I pray, the word that You 
commanded Your servant Moses, say-
ing,
‘ If you are unfaithful, I will scatter 
you among the nations; 9  but if you 
return to Me, and keep My com-
mandments and do them, though some 
of you were cast out to the farthest 
part of the heavens, yet I will gather 
them from there, and bring them to the 
place that I have chosen as a dwelling 
for My name.’10

Now these are Your servants and 
Your people, whom You have re-
deemed by Your great power, and by 
Your strong hand. 11  O Lord, I pray, 
please let Your ear be attentive to the 
prayer of Your servant, and to the 
prayer of Your servants who desire to 
fear Your name; and let Your servant
prosper this day, I pray, and grant him 
mercy in the sight of this man.”
For I was the king’s cupbearer.

Nehemiah 2
Nehemiah Goes to Jerusalem
2:1 ¶  And it came to pass in the month 
of Nisan[“their flight”; Mar-Apr] , in 
the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes
[Art-20; 454 B.C.(Jones)] , when wine 
was before him, that I took the wine 

and gave it to the king. Now I had 
never been sad in his presence before. 
2  Therefore the king said to me,
“Why is your face sad, since you are
not sick? This is nothing but sorrow of 
heart.”
So I became dreadfully afraid, 3  and 
said to the king,
“May the king live forever! Why 
should my face not be sad, when the 
city, the place of my fathers’ tombs, 
lies waste, and its gates are burned 
with fire?” 4

Then the king said to me,
“What do you request?”
So I prayed to the God of heaven. 5 

And I said to the king,
“If it pleases the king, and if your ser-
vant has found favor in your sight, I 
ask that you send me to Judah, to the 
city of my fathers’ tombs, that I may 
rebuild it.” 6

Then the king said to me (the queen 
also sitting beside him),
“How long will your journey be? And 
when will you return?”
So it pleased the king to send me; and 
I set him a time. 7  Furthermore I said 
to the king,
“If it pleases the king, let letters be 
given to me for the governors of the 
region beyond the River, that they 
must permit me to pass through till I 
come to Judah, 8  and a letter to Asaph
[“gatherer”]  the keeper of the king’s 
forest, that he must give me timber to 
make beams for the gates of the cita-
del that pertains to the temple, for the 
city wall, and for the house that I will 
occupy.”  [Artaxerxes’ decree to this 

effect began the 483 years to the death 
of the Messiah in AD 30: Da 9:24-27]
And the king granted them to me ac-
cording to the good hand of my God
upon me.

9 ¶  Then I went to the governors in the 
region beyond the River, and gave 
them the king’s letters. Now the king 
had sent captains of the army and 
horsemen with me. 10  When Sanballat
[“strength”]  the Horonite[an inhabi-
tant of Horonaim, Moab] and Tobiah
[“Y HWH is good”] the Ammonite[an 
inhabitant of Ammon]servant [offi-
cial] heard of it, they were deeply dis-
turbed that a man had come to seek 
the well-being of the children of Is-
rael.

Inspection of the Wall
11  So I came to Jerusalem and was 
there three[3]  days. 12  Then I arose in 
the night, I and a few men with me; I 
told no one what my God had put in 
my heart to do at Jerusalem; nor was 
there any animal with me, except the 
one on that I rode. 13  And I went out 
by night through the Valley Gate to 
the Serpent Well and the Refuse Gate, 
and viewed the walls of Jerusalem,
which were broken down, and its 
gates, which were burned with fire. 14 

Then I went on to the Fountain Gate 
and to the King’s Pool, but there was
no room for the animal under me to 
pass. 15  So I went up in the night by 
the valley, and viewed the wall; then I 
turned back and entered by the Valley 
Gate, and so returned. 16  And the offi-
cials did not know where I had gone 
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or what I had done; I had not yet told 
the Jews, the priests, the nobles, the 
officials, or the others who did the 
work. 17  Then I said to them,
“You see the distress that we are in, 
how Jerusalem lies waste, and its 
gates are burned with fire. Come and 
let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that 
we may no longer be a reproach.”18

And I told them of the hand of my 
Godthat had been good upon me, and 
also of the king’s words that he had 
spoken to me. So they said,
“Let us rise up and build.”
Then they set their hands to this good 
work. 19  But when Sanballat the 
Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite ser-
vant [official], and Geshem[“rain”]
the Arab[“mixed”]  heard of it, they 
laughed at us and despised us, and 
said,
“What is this thing that you are doing? 
Will you rebel against the king?”20

So I answered them, and said to them,
“The God of heaven Himself will 
prosper us; therefore we His servants
will arise and build, but you have no 
heritage or right or memorial in Jeru-
salem.”

Nehemiah 3
The Wall Rebuilding Starts
3:1 ¶  Then Eliashib[“God restores”]
the high priest rose up with his breth-
ren the priests and built the Sheep 
Gate; they consecrated it and hung its 
doors. They built as far as the Tower 
of the Hundred, and consecrated it, 
then as far as the Tower of Hananel
[“God has favored”]. 2  Next to Eli-

ashib the men of Jericho built. And 
next to them
Zaccur[“mindful”]

the son of Imri[“eloquent”]  built. 
3  Also
the sons of Hassenaah[“thorny”]
built the Fish Gate; they laid its beams 
and hung its doors with its bolts and 
bars. 4  And next to them
Meremoth[“elevations”]

the son of Urijah
[“Y HWH is my light/flame”],

the son of Koz[“thorn”] ,
made repairs.  Next to them
Meshullam[“friend”]

the son of Berechiah
[“Y HWH blesses”],

the son of Meshezabel
[“God delivers”] ,

made repairs. Next to them
Zadok[“righteous”]

the son of Baana[“in the affliction”]
made repairs. 5  Next to them
the Tekoites[“trumpet blast”]
made repairs; but their nobles did not 
put their shoulders to the work of their 
Lord. 6  Moreover
Jehoiada[“Y HWH knows”]

the son of Paseah[“limper”]  and
Meshullam[“friend”]

the son of Besodeiah
[“with the counsel of YHWH”/
“in the secret of YHWH”]

repaired the Old Gate; they laid its 
beams and hung its doors, with its 
bolts and bars. 7  And next to them
Melatiah[“Y HWH delivered”]

the Gibeonite,
Jadon[“thankful”]

the Meronothite[“joyful shouter”] ,
the men of Gibeon and Mizpah,

repaired the residence[literally, 
throne] of the governor of the region
beyond the River. 8  Next to him
Uzziel [“my strength is God”]

the son of Harhaiah[“fear of YHWH”] ,
one of the goldsmiths, made repairs. 
Also next to him
Hananiah[“Y HWH has favored”],

one of the perfumers,
made repairs; and they fortified Jeru-
salem as far as the Broad Wall. 9  And 
next to them
Rephaiah[“healed of YHWH”]

the son of Hur[“hole”] ,
leader of half the district of Jerusalem, 
made repairs. 10  Next to them
Jedaiah[“praised of YHWH”]

the son of Harumaph[“split nose”]
made repairs in front of his house. 
And next to him
Hattush[“assembled”]

the son of Hashabniah
[“whom YHWH regards”]

made repairs. 11

Malchijah[“my king is YHWH”]
the son of Harim[“dedicated”]  and

Hashub[“considerate”]
the son of Pahath-Moab

[“pit of Moab”]
repaired another section, as well as the 
Tower of the Ovens. 12  And next to 
him was
Shallum[“retribution”]

the son of Hallohesh[“whisperer”] ,
leader of half the district of Jerusalem; 
he and his daughters made repairs. 13 

Hanun[“gracious”]  and
the inhabitants of Zanoah[“cast off”]
repaired the Valley Gate. They built it, 
hung its doors with its bolts and bars, 
and repaired a thousand[1,000] cu-

bits of the wall as far as the Refuse 
Gate.14

Malchijah[“my king is YHWH”]
the son of Rechab[“rider”] ,

leader of the district of Beth Hac-
cerem[“house of the vineyard”],
repaired the Refuse Gate; he built it 
and hung its doors with its bolts and 
bars. 15

Shallun[“retribution”]
the son of Col-Hozeh[“all-seeing”] ,

leader of the district of Mizpah, re-
paired the Fountain Gate; he built it, 
covered it, hung its doors with its 
bolts and bars, and repaired the wall 
of the Pool of Shelah[“sent”]  by the 
King’s Garden, as far as the stairs that 
go down from the City of David. 16 

After him
Nehemiah[“Y HWH comforts”]

the son of Azbuk
[“strong devastation”],

leader of half the district of Beth Zur
[“house of the rock”], made repairs as 
far as the place in front of the tombs 
of David, to the man-made pool, and 
as far as the House of the Mighty. 17 

After him the Levites, under
Rehum[“compassion”]

the son of Bani[“built”] ,
made repairs. Next to him
Hashabiah[“Y HWH has considered”],
leader of half the district of Keilah
[“fortress”] , made repairs for his dis-
trict. 18  After him their brethren, under
Bavai[“my goings”]

the son of Henadad
[“favor of Hadad”] ,

leader of the other half of the district 
of Keilah[“fortress”] , made repairs. 
19  And next to him
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Ezer[“treasure”]
the son of Jeshua[“he is saved”],

the leader of Mizpah[“watchtower”] , 
repaired another section in front of the 
Ascent to the Armory at the buttress. 
20  After him
Baruch[“blessed”]

the son of Zabbai[“pure”]
carefully repaired the other section, 
from the buttress to the door of the 
house of Eliashib the high priest. 21 

After him
Meremoth[“elevations”]

the son of Urijah
[“Y HWH is my light/flame”],

the son of Koz[“thorn”] ,
repaired another section, from the 
door of the house of Eliashib to the 
end of the house of Eliashib. 22  And 
after him
the priests, the men of the plain,
made repairs. 23  After him
Benjamin[“son of the right hand”] and
Hasshub[“considerate”]
made repairs opposite their house. 
After them
Azariah[“Y HWH has helped”]

the son of Maaseiah
[“work of YHWH”] ,

the son of Ananiah[“Y HWH clouds”],
made repairs by his house. 24  After 
him
Binnui [“built up”]

the son of Henadad
[“favor of Hadad”]

repaired another section, from the 
house of Azariah to the buttress, even 
as far as the corner. 25

Palal[“judge”]
the son of Uzai

[“I shall have my sprinklings”]

made repairs opposite the buttress, 
and on the tower that projects from 
the king’s upper house that was by the 
court of the prison. After him
Pedaiah[“Y HWH has ransomed”]

the son of Parosh[“flea”]
made repairs. 26  Moreover
the Nethinim

who dwelt in Ophel[“hill”]
made repairs as far as the place in 
front of the Water Gate toward the 
east, and on the projecting tower. 27 

After them
the Tekoites[“trumpet blast”]
repaired another section, next to the 
great projecting tower, and as far as 
the wall of Ophel. 28  Beyond the 
Horse Gate
the priests made repairs, each in front 
of his own house. 29  After them
Zadok[“he has said”]

the son of Immer[“he has said”]
made repairs in front of his own
house. After him
Shemaiah[“heard by YHWH”]

the son of Shechaniah
[“dweller with YHWH”] ,

the keeper of the East Gate,
made repairs. 30  After him
Hananiah[“God has favored”]

the son of Shelemiah
[“repaid by YHWH”] , and

Hanun[“gracious”] ,
the sixth[6th]  son of Zalaph

[“wound”] ,
repaired another section. After him
Meshullam[“friend”]

the son of Berechiah
[“Y HWH blesses”]

made repairs in front of his dwelling. 
31  After him

Malchijah[“my king is YHWH”] ,
one of the goldsmiths,

made repairs as far as the house of the 
Nethinim and of the merchants, in 
front of the Miphkad[“command”, 
“inspection”, or “recruiting”]  Gate, 
and as far as the upper room at the 
corner. 32  And between the upper 
room at the corner, as far as the Sheep 
Gate,
the goldsmiths and
the merchants
made repairs.

Nehemiah 4
Enemies Oppose the Rebuilding
4:1 ¶  But it so happened, when Sanbal-
lat [“strength”]  heard that we were 
rebuilding the wall, that he was furi-
ous and very indignant, and mocked
the Jews. 2  And he spoke before his 
brethren and the army of Samaria, and 
said,

“What are these feeble Jews doing?
Will they fortify themselves?
Will they offer sacrifices?
Will they complete it in a day?
Will they revive the stones

from the heaps of rubbish ––
stones that are burned?”3
Now Tobiah[“Y HWH is good”] the 
Ammonite was beside him, and he 
said,

“Whatever they build,
if even a fox goes up on it,

he will break down their stone wall.”4

[Nehemiah’s prays in response:]
“Hear, O our God, for we are de-
spised; turn their reproach on their 
own heads, and give them as plunder 
to a land of captivity! 5  Do not cover 

their iniquity, and do not let their sin 
be blotted out from before You; for 
they have provoked You to anger be-
fore the builders.”6
So we built the wall, and the entire 
wall was joined together up to half its 
height, for the people had a mind to 
work.

7 ¶  Now it happened, when Sanballat, 
Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites, 
and the Ashdodites heard that the 
walls of Jerusalem were being re-
stored and the gaps were beginning to 
be closed, that they became very an-
gry, 8  and all of them conspired to-
gether to come and attack Jerusalem 
and create confusion. 9  Nevertheless 
we made our prayer to our God, and 
because of them we set a watch 
against them day and night. 10  Then 
Judah[“praised”] said,
“The strength of the laborers is failing, 
and there is so much rubbish that we 
are not able to build the wall.”11

And our adversaries said,
“They will neither know nor see any-
thing, till we come into their midst 
and kill them and cause the work to 
cease.”12

So it was, when the Jews who dwelt 
near them came, that they told us ten
[10]  times,
“From whatever place you turn, they 
will be upon us.”13

Therefore I positioned men behind the 
lower parts of the wall, at the open-
ings; and I set the people according to 
their families, with their swords, their 
spears, and their bows. 14  And I 
looked, and arose and said to the no-
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bles, to the leaders, and to the rest of 
the people,

“Do not be afraid of them.
Remember the Lord,

great and awesome,
and fight for

your brethren,
your sons,
your daughters,
your wives, and
your houses.”15

And it happened, when our enemies 
heard that it was known to us, and that
God had brought their plot to nothing, 
that all of us returned to the wall, eve-
ryone to his work.

16 ¶  So it was, from that time on, that
half of my servants worked at con-
struction, while the other half held the 
spears, the shields, the bows, and wore
armor; and the leaders were behind all 
the house of Judah. 17  Those who 
built on the wall, and those who car-
ried burdens, loaded themselves so 
that with one hand they worked at 
construction, and with the other held a 
weapon. 18  Every one of the builders 
had his sword girded at his side as he 
built. And the one who sounded the 
trumpet was beside me. 19  Then I said 
to the nobles, the rulers, and the rest 
of the people,
“The work is great and extensive, and 
we are separated far from one another 
on the wall. 20  Wherever you hear the 
sound of the trumpet, rally to us there. 
Our God will fight for us.”21

So we labored in the work, and half of 
the men held the spears from daybreak 

until the stars appeared. 22  At the 
same time I also said to the people,
“Let each man and his servant stay at 
night in Jerusalem, that they may be 
our guard by night and a working 
party by day.”
23  So neither I, my brethren, my ser-
vants, nor the men of the guard who 
followed me took off our clothes, ex-
cept that everyone took them off for 
washing.

Nehemiah 5
Nehemiah Defends the Oppressed
5:1 ¶  And there was a great outcry of 
the people and their wives against 
their Jewish brethren. 2  For there were 
those who said,
“We, our sons, and our daughters are
many; therefore let us get grain, that 
we may eat and live.”3
There were also some who said,
“We have mortgaged our lands and 
vineyards and houses, that we might 
buy grain because of the famine.”4

There were also those who said,
“We have borrowed money for the 
king’s tax on our lands and vineyards. 
5  Yet now our flesh is as the flesh of 
our brethren, our children as their 
children; and indeed we are forcing 
our sons and our daughters to be 
slaves, and some of our daughters 
have been brought into slavery. It is
not in our power to redeem them, for 
other men have our lands and vine-
yards.”

6 ¶  And I became very angry when I 
heard their outcry and these words. 7 

After serious thought, I rebuked the 
nobles and rulers, and said to them,
“Each of you is exacting usury from 
his brother.”
So I called a great assembly against 
them. 8  And I said to them,
“According to our ability we have re-
deemed our Jewish brethren who were 
sold to the nations. Now indeed, will 
you even sell your brethren? Or 
should they be sold to us?”
Then they were silenced and found 
nothing to say. 9  Then I said,
“What you are doing is not good. 
Should you not walk in the fear of our 
God because of the reproach of the 
nations, our enemies? 10  I also, with
my brethren and my servants, am 
lending them money and grain. Please, 
let us stop this usury! 11  Restore now 
to them, even this day, their lands, 
their vineyards, their olive groves, and 
their houses, also a hundredth
[1/100th]  of the money and the grain, 
the new wine and the oil, that you 
have charged them.”12

So they said,
“We will restore it, and

will require nothing from them.
We will do as you say.”
Then I called the priests, and required 
an oath from them that they would do 
according to this promise. 13  Then I 
shook out the fold of my garment and 
said,
“So may God shake out each man 
from his house, and from his property, 
who does not perform this promise. 
Even thus may he be shaken out and 
emptied.”
And all the assembly said,

“Amen!”
and praised the LORD.  Then the peo-
ple did according to this promise.

Nehemiah 5:14-19 to Sep 21

September 19
Nehemiah 6:1-9:38

Nehemiah 6
More Opposition to Rebuilding
6:1 ¶  Now it happened when Sanballat, 
Tobiah, Geshem[“rain”]  the Arab, 
and the rest of our enemies heard that 
I had rebuilt the wall, and that there 
were no breaks left in it (though at 
that time I had not hung the doors in 
the gates), 2  that Sanballat and Ge-
shem sent to me, saying,
“Come, let us meet together among 
the villages in the plain of Ono[“vig-
orous”] .”
But they thought to do me harm. 3  So 
I sent messengers to them, saying,
“I am doing a great work, so that I 
cannot come down. Why should the 
work cease while I leave it and go 
down to you?”4 

But they sent me this message four[4]
times, and I answered them in the 
same manner. 5  Then Sanballat sent 
his servant to me as before, the fifth
[5th]  time, with an open letter in his 
hand. 6  In it was written:
“It is reported among the nations, and 
Geshem says, that you and the Jews 
plan to rebel; therefore, according to 
these rumors, you are rebuilding the 
wall, that you may be their king. 7 

And you have also appointed prophets 
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to proclaim concerning you at Jerusa-
lem, saying,

‘There is a king in Judah!’
Now these matters will be reported to 
the king. So come, therefore, and let 
us consult together.”8
Then I sent to him, saying,
“No such things as you say are being 
done, but you invent them in your 
own heart.”9
For they all were trying to make us 
afraid, saying,
“Their hands will be weakened in the 
work, and it will not be done.”
[So Nehemiah again prays:]
“Now therefore, O God, strengthen 
my hands.”

10 ¶  Afterward I came to the house of 
Shemaiah[“heard by YHWH”]  the son 
of Delaiah[“Y HWH has drawn”], the 
son of Mehetabel[“favored of God”] , 
who was a secret informer; and he 
said,
“Let us meet together in the house of 
God, within the temple, and let us 
close the doors of the temple, for they 
are coming to kill you; indeed, at 
night they will come to kill you.”11

And I said,
“Should such a man as I flee?
And who is there such as I who would 
go into the temple to save his life?
I will not go in!” 12 

Then I perceived that God had not 
sent him at all, but that he pronounced 
this prophecy against me because To-
biah and Sanballat had hired him. 13 

For this reason he was hired, that I 
should be afraid and act that way and 
sin, so that they might have cause for 

an evil report, that they might re-
proach me. 14

[Again Nehemiah prays:]
“My God, remember Tobiah and San-
ballat, according to these their works, 
and the prophetess Noadiah[“meeting 
with YHWH”]  and the rest of the proph-
ets who would have made me afraid.”

The Wall is Completed
15 ¶  So the wall was finished on the 
twenty-fifth day of Elul [“nothing-
ness”; Hebrew sixth month: Aug-Sep; 
YY/06/25], in fifty-two [52]  days. 16 

And it happened, when all our ene-
mies heard of it, and all the nations 
around us saw these things, that they 
were very disheartened in their own 
eyes; for they perceived that this work 
was done by our God. 17  Also in those 
days the nobles of Judah sent many 
letters to Tobiah, and the letters of
Tobiah came to them. 18  For many in 
Judah were pledged to him, because 
he was the son-in-law of
Shechaniah[“dweller with YHWH”]

the son of Arah[“traveler”] ,
and his son
Jehohanan[“Y HWH has graced”]
had married the daughter of
Meshullam[“friend”]

the son of Berechiah
[“Y HWH blesses”]. 19

Also they reported his good deeds be-
fore me, and reported my words to 
him. Tobiah sent letters to frighten 
me.

Nehemiah 7
7:1 ¶  Then it was, when the wall was 
built and I had hung the doors, when 

the gatekeepers, the singers, and the 
Levites had been appointed, 2  that I 
gave the charge of Jerusalem to my 
brother Hanani[“gracious”] , and 
Hananiah[“God has favored”] the 
leader of the citadel, for he was a 
faithful man and feared God more 
than many. 3  And I said to them,
“Do not let the gates of Jerusalem be 
opened until the sun is hot; and while 
they stand guard, let them shut and 
bar the doors; and appoint guards 
from among the inhabitants of Jerusa-
lem, one at his watch station and an-
other in front of his own house.”
4  Now the city was large and spacious, 
but the people in it were few, and the 
houses were not rebuilt.

Nehemiah 7
Registration of the People
5 ¶  Then my God put it into my heart 
to gather the nobles, the rulers, and the 
people, that they might be registered
by genealogy. And I found a register 
of the genealogy of those who had 
come up in the first return, and found 
written in it: 6
[See Ezra 2 for the side-by-side com-
parison of what Nehemiah found (vv. 
6-73) and what Ezra originally wrote.]

Nehemiah 8
Ezra Reads the Law
8:1 ¶  Now all the people gathered to-
gether as one man in the open square 
that was in front of the Water Gate; 
and they told Ezra the scribe to bring 
the Book of the Law of Moses, which 
the LORD had commanded Israel. 2  So 
Ezra the priest brought the Law before 

the assembly of men and women and 
all who could hear with understanding 
on the first day of the seventh month
[YY/07/01]. 3  Then he read from it in 
the open square that was in front of 
the Water Gate from morning until 
midday, before the men and women 
and those who could understand; and 
the ears of all the people were atten-
tive to the Book of the Law. 4  So Ezra 
the scribe stood on a platform of wood 
that they had made for the purpose; 
and beside him,

at his right hand, stood[these six]:
Mattithiah[“gift of YHWH”] ,
Shema[“hear”] ,
Anaiah[“Y HWH has answered”],
Urijah [“Y HWH is my light/flame”],
Hilkiah [“my protion is YHWH”] , and
Maaseiah[“work of YHWH”] ; and

at his left hand[stood these seven]:
Pedaiah[“Y HWH has ransomed”],
Mishael[“who is what God is”],
Malchijah[“my king is YHWH”] ,
Hashum[“rich”] ,
Hashbadana[“considerate judge”],
Zechariah[“Y HWH remembers”], and
Meshullam[“friend”] . 5
And Ezra opened the book in the sight 
of all the people, for he was standing
above all the people; and when he 
opened it, all the people stood up. 6 

And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great 
God. Then all the people answered,
“Amen, Amen!”
while lifting up their hands. And they 
bowed their heads and worshiped the 
LORD with their faces to the ground. 7 

Also
Jeshua[“he is saved”],
Bani [“built”] ,
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Sherebiah[“Y HWH has scorched”],
Jamin[“right hand”] ,
Akkub [“insidious”] ,
Shabbethai[“sabbatical”] ,
Hodijah[“my majesty is YHWH”] ,
Maaseiah[“work of YHWH”] ,
Kelita [“crippled”] ,
Azariah[“Y HWH has helped”],
Jozabad[“Y HWH has endowed”],
Hanan[“he is merciful”] ,
Pelaiah[“Y HWH does wonders”], and
the Levites,
helped the people to understand the 
Law; and the people stood in their 
place. 8  So they read distinctly from 
the book, in the Law of God; and they 
gave the sense, and helped them to 
understand the reading.

9 ¶  And Nehemiah, who was the gov-
ernor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and 
the Levites who taught the people said 
to all the people,

“This day is holy to the LORD your God;
do not mourn nor weep.”
For all the people wept, when they 
heard the words of the Law. 10  Then 
he said to them,
“Go your way, eat the fat, drink the 
sweet, and send portions to those for 
whom nothing is prepared; for
this day is holy to our LORD.
Do not sorrow, for
the joy of the LORD is your strength.”11

So the Levites quieted all the people, 
saying,
“Be still, for the day is holy; do not be 
grieved.”12 

And all the people went their way to 
eat and drink, to send portions and re-

joice greatly, because they understood 
the words that were declared to them.

Nehemiah 8
The Festival of Shelters
13 ¶  Now on the second[2nd]  day the 
heads of the fathers’houses of all the 
people, with the priests and Levites, 
were gathered to Ezra the scribe, in 
order to understand the words of the 
Law. 14  And they found written in the 
Law, which the LORD had commanded 
by Moses, that the children of Israel 
should dwell in booths during the 
feast of the seventh[7th]  month, 15 

and that they should announce and 
proclaim in all their cities and in Jeru-
salem, saying,
“Go out to the mountain, and bring 
olive branches, branches of oil trees, 
myrtle branches, palm branches, and 
branches of leafy trees, to make 
booths, as it is written.” 16

Then the people went out and brought 
them and made themselves booths, 
each one on the roof of his house, or 
in their courtyards or the courts of the 
house of God, and in the open square 
of the Water Gate and in the open 
square of the Gate of Ephraim. 17  So 
the whole assembly of those who had 
returned from the captivity made 
booths and sat under the booths; for 
since the days of Joshua the son of 
Nun until that day the children of Is-
rael had not done so. And there was 
very great gladness. 18  Also day by 
day, from the first day until the last 
day, he read from the Book of the Law 
of God. And they kept the feast seven
[7]  days; and on the eighth[8th]  day 

there was a sacred assembly, accord-
ing to the prescribed manner.

Nehemiah 9
The People Confess Their Sins
9:1 ¶  Now on the twenty-fourth day of 
this month[YY/07/24] the children of 
Israel were assembled with fasting, in 
sackcloth, and with dust on their 
heads. 2  Then those of Israelite line-
age separated themselves from all for-
eigners; and they stood and confessed 
their sins and the iniquities of their fa-
thers. 3  And they stood up in their 
place and read from the Book of the 
Law of the LORD their Godfor one-
fourth [1/4th]  of the day; and for an-
other fourth[1/4th]  they confessed and 
worshiped the LORD their God.

4 ¶  Then
Jeshua [“he is saved”],
Bani [“built”] ,
Kadmiel[“God is the ancient one”],
Shebaniah[“increased by YHWH”] ,
Bunni [“built”] ,
Sherebiah [“Y HWH has scorched”],
Bani [“built”] , and
Chenani[“my station”]
stood on the stairs of the Levites and 
cried out with a loud voice to the LORD

their God. 5  And the Levites,
Jeshua [“he is saved”],
Kadmiel [“God is the ancient one”],
Bani [“built”] ,
Hashabniah [“whom YHWH regards”],
Sherebiah[“Y HWH has scorched”],
Hodijah [“my majesty is YHWH”] ,
Shebaniah[“increased by YHWH”] , and
Pethahiah[“freed by YHWH”] ,
said:

“Stand up and bless the LORD your God
Forever and ever!

Blessed be Your glorious name, 
Which is exalted

above all blessing and praise! 6

You alone are the LORD;
You have made heaven,
The heaven of heavens,

with all their host,
The land [earth] and everything on it,
The seas and all that is in them, and
You preserve them all.
The host of heaven worships You. 7

You are the LORD God,
Who chose Abram, And brought him 

out of Ur of the Chaldeans, And 
gave him the name Abraham; 8

You found his heart faithful before You,
And made a covenant with him

To give the land of
the Canaanites,
the Hittites,
the Amorites,
the Perizzites,
the Jebusites, And
the Girgashites ––

To give it to his descendants.
You have performed Your words,

For You are righteous. 9
You saw

the affliction of our fathers in Egypt,
And heard their cry by the Red Sea. 10

You showed signs and wonders
against Pharaoh,
against all his servants, and
against all the people of his land.

For You knew that they acted proudly 
against them.

So You made a name for Yourself,
as it is this day. 11  And



http://www.genesishistory.org/content/1yrNehemiah.pdf 7

You divided the sea before them, So 
that they went through the midst of 
the sea on the dry land; And their 
persecutors You threw into the 
deep, As a stone into the mighty 
waters. 12  Moreover

You led them by day with a cloudy 
pillar, And by night with a pillar of 
fire, To give them light on the road 
That they should travel. 13

You came down also on Mount Sinai, 
And spoke with them from heaven, 
And gave them
just ordinances and true laws,
good statutes and commandments.14

You made known to them Your holy 
Sabbath, And commanded them 
precepts, statutes and laws, By the 
hand of Moses Your servant. 15

You gave them bread from heaven for 
their hunger, And brought them 
water out of the rock for their 
thirst, And told them to go in to 
possess the land That You had 
sworn to give them. 16

But they and our fathers acted proudly,
Hardened their necks, And
did not heed Your commandments.17

They refused to obey, and
They were not mindful

of Your wonders
That You did among them.

But they
hardened their necks,

And in their rebellion
They appointed a leader

To return to their bondage.
But You are God,

Ready to pardon,
Gracious and merciful,
Slow to anger,

Abundant in kindness,
And did not forsake them. 18

Even when they made a molded calf 
for themselves, And said,
‘This is your god
That brought you up out of Egypt,’

And worked great provocations, 19

Yet in Your manifold mercies You did 
not forsake them in the wilderness. 
The pillar of the cloud did not de-
part from them by day, To lead 
them on the road; Nor the pillar of 
fire by night, To show them light, 
And the way they should go. 20

You also gave Your good Spirit to in-
struct them, And did not withhold 
Your manna from their mouth, And 
gave them water for their thirst. 21

Forty [40]  years You sustained them 
in the wilderness, They lacked 
nothing; Their clothes did not wear 
out And their feet did not swell. 22 

Moreover
You gave them kingdoms and nations, 

And divided them into districts. So 
they took possession of the land of 
Sihon, The land of the king of 
Heshbon, And the land of Og king 
of Bashan. 23

You also multiplied their children as 
the stars of heaven, And brought 
them into the land That You had 
told their fathers To go in and pos-
sess. 24  So the people went in And 
possessed the land;

You subdued before them the inhabi-
tants of the land, The Canaanites, 
And gave them into their hands, 
With their kings And the people of 
the land, That they might do with 
them as they wished. 25  And they 

took strong cities and a rich land, 
And possessed houses full of all 
goods, Cisterns already dug, vine-
yards, olive groves, And fruit trees 
in abundance. So they ate and were 
filled and grew fat, And delighted 
themselves in Your great goodness. 
26

Nevertheless they were disobedient 
And rebelled against You, Cast 
Your law behind their backs And 
killed Your prophets, who testified 
against them To turn them to Your-
self; And they worked great provo-
cations. 27

Therefore You delivered them into the 
hand of their enemies, Who op-
pressed them;

And in the time of their trouble,
When they cried to You,

You heard from heaven; and
according to Your abundant mercies

You gave them deliverers
who saved them

From the hand of their enemies. 28

But after they had rest,
They again did evil before You.

Therefore You left them in the hand of 
their enemies, So that they had 
dominion over them;

Yet when they returned
and cried out to You,

You heard from heaven;
and many times

You delivered them according to Your 
mercies, 29  And testified against 
them, That You might bring them 
back to Your law.

Yet they
acted proudly, and
did not heed Your commandments,

But
sinned against Your judgments,

‘Which if a man does,
he shall live by them.’

And they
shrugged their shoulders,
stiffened their necks, and
would not hear. 30

Yet for many years You
had patience with them, and
testified against them

by Your Spirit in Your prophets.
Yet they would not listen;

Therefore
You gave them into the hand of the 

peoples of the lands. 31

Nevertheless in Your great mercy
You did not utterly

consume them nor
forsake them;

For You are God,
gracious and merciful. 32

Now therefore,
our God,

the great,
the mighty, and
awesome

God,
Who keeps covenant and mercy:

Do not let
all the trouble seem small before You
that has come upon us ––

our kings and our princes,
our priests and our prophets,
our fathers and on
all Your people ––

from the days of the kings of As-
syria until this day. 33
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However
You are just in all that has befallen us;
For You have dealt faithfully,
But we have done wickedly. 34

Neither
our kings nor our princes,
our priests nor our fathers,

Have kept
Your law,

Nor heeded
Your commandments and
Your testimonies,

With which You testified
against them. 35

For they have not served You
in their kingdom, or
in the many good things

that You gave them, or
in the large and rich land

that You set before them;
Nor did they turn

from their wicked works. 36

Here we are, servants today! And the 
land that You gave to our fathers, 
To eat its fruit and its bounty,

Here we are, servants in it! 37  And it 
yields much increase to the kings 
You have set over us, Because of 
our sins; Also they have dominion 
over our bodies and our cattle At 
their pleasure; And we are in great 
distress. 38

And because of all this,
we make a sure covenant, and

write it;
our leaders,
our Levites, and
our priests

seal it.”

September 20
Nehemiah 10:1-12:26

Nehemiah 10
The People Who Agreed to Obey
10:1 ¶  Now those who placed their seal 
on the document were:
Nehemiah[“Y HWH comforts”]

the governor,
the son of Hacaliah

[“whom YHWH enligntens”], and
Zedekiah[“Y HWH is righteous”], 2
Seraiah[“Y HWH is ruler”] ,
Azariah[“Y HWH has helped”],
Jeremiah

[“whom YHWH has appointed”], 3
Pashhur[“freedom”] ,
Amariah

[“Y HWH speaks/has promised”],
Malchijah[“my king is YHWH”] , 4
Hattush[“assembled”],
Shebaniah[“increased by YHWH”] ,
Malluch [“counselor”] , 5
Harim[“dedicated”] ,
Meremoth[“elevations”] ,
Obadiah[“servant of YHWH”] , 6
Daniel[“God is my judge”],
Ginnethon[“gardener”] ,
Baruch[“blessed”] , 7
Meshullam[“friend”] ,
Abijah [“Y HWH is my father”],
Mijamin [“from the right hand”] , 8
Maaziah[“consolation of YHWH”] ,
Bilgai [“my cheerfulness”], and
Shemaiah[“heard by YHWH”] .
These were the priests. 9

The Levites:
Jeshua[“he is saved”]

the son of Azaniah[“Y HWH hears”],
Binnui [“built up”]

of the sons of Henadad
[“favor of Hadad”] , and

Kadmiel[“God is the ancient one”].10

Their brethren:
Shebaniah [“increased by YHWH”] ,
Hodijah[“Y HWH is my majesty”],
Kelita [“crippled”] ,
Pelaiah[“Y HWH does wonders”],
Hanan[“he is merciful”] , 11

Micha [“who is like”] ,
Rehob[“broad place”] ,
Hashabiah[“Y HWH has considered”],12

Zaccur[“mindful”] ,
Sherebiah[“Y HWH has scorched”],
Shebaniah[“increased by YHWH”] , 13

Hodijah[“Y HWH is my majesty”],
Bani [“built”] , and
Beninu[“our son”] . 14

The leaders of the people:
Parosh[“flea”] ,
Pahath-Moab[“pit of Moab”] ,
Elam[“eternity”] ,
Zattu[“brightness of him”],
Bani [“built”] , 15

Bunni [“built”] ,
Azgad[“Gad is mighty”] ,
Bebai[“my cavities”] , 16

Adonijah[“Y HWH is my lord”],
Bigvai [“in my bodies”] ,
Adin [“dainty”/“delicate”] , 17

Ater [“binder”] ,
Hezekiah[“Y HWH is my strength”],
Azzur [“he that assists”], 18

Hodijah[“Y HWH is my majesty”],
Hashum[“rich”] ,
Bezai[“conqueror”] , 19

Hariph[“a plucking off”] ,
Anathoth[“answers to prayer”],
Nebai[“fruitful”] , 20

Magpiash[“moth-killer”] ,

Meshullam[“friend”] ,
Hezir [“swine”] , 21

Meshezabel[“God delivers”] ,
Zadok[“righteous”] ,
Jaddua[“knowing”] , 22

Pelatiah[“Y HWH delivers”],
Hanan[“he is merciful”] ,
Anaiah[“Y HWH has answered”], 23

Hoshea[“salvation”] ,
Hananiah[“Y HWH has favored”],
Hasshub[“considerate”] , 24

Hallohesh[“whisperer”] ,
Pilha[“slicing”] ,
Shobek[“free”] , 25

Rehum[“compassion”],
Hashabnah[“Y HWH has considered”],
Maaseiah[“work of YHWH”] , 26

Ahijah [“brother of YHWH”] ,
Hanan[“he is merciful”] ,
Anan[“cloud”] , 27

Malluch [“counselor”] ,
Harim[“dedicated”] , and
Baanah[“in affliction”] . 28

The Vow of the People
Now the rest of the people ––
the priests,
the Levites,
the gatekeepers,
the singers,
the Nethinim, and
all those who had separated them-

selves from the peoples of the 
lands to the Law of God,

their wives,
their sons, and
their daughters,
everyone who had knowledge and un-

derstanding ––29

these joined with their brethren, their 
nobles, and entered into a curse and an 
oath:
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to walk in God’s Law,
which was given by
Moses the servant of God, and

to observe and do all
the commandments

of the LORD our Lord, and
His ordinances and
His statutes: 30

We would not
give our daughters as wives

to the peoples of the land, nor
take their daughters for our sons; 31

if the peoples of the land brought
wares or any grain

to sell on the Sabbath day,
we would not buy it from them on the 

Sabbath, or on a holy day; and
we would forego

the seventh[7th]  year’s produce and
the exacting of every debt.

32 ¶  Also we made ordinances for our-
selves, to exact from ourselves yearly 
one-third[1/3rd]  of a shekel for the 
service of the house of our God: 33  for 
the showbread, for the regular grain 
offering, for the regular burnt offering 
of the Sabbaths, the New Moons, and 
the set feasts; for the holy things, for 
the sin offerings to make atonement 
for Israel, and all the work of the 
house of our God. 34

We cast lots among the priests, the 
Levites, and the people, for bringing 
the wood offering into the house of 
our God, according to our fathers’
houses, at the appointed times year by 
year, to burn on the altar of the LORD

our God as it is written in the Law. 35

And we made ordinances to bring 
the firstfruits of our ground and the 

firstfruits of all fruit of all trees, year 
by year, to the house of the LORD; 36

to bring the firstborn of our sons 
and our cattle, as it is written in the 
Law, and the firstborn of our herds 
and our flocks, to the house of our 
God, to the priests who minister in the 
house of our God; 37

to bring the firstfruits of our dough, 
our offerings, the fruit from all kinds 
of trees, the new wine and oil, to the 
priests, to the storerooms of the house 
of our God; and

to bring the tithes of our land to the 
Levites, for the Levites should receive 
the tithes in all our farming communi-
ties. 38

And the priest, the descendant of 
Aaron, shall be with the Levites when 
the Levites receive tithes; and the Le-
vites shall bring up a tenth[1/10th]  of 
the tithes to the house of our God, to 
the rooms of the storehouse. 39  For the 
children of Israel and the children of 
Levi shall bring the offering of the 
grain, of the new wine and the oil, to 
the storerooms where the articles of 
the sanctuary are, where the priests 
who minister and the gatekeepers and 
the singers are; and we will not ne-
glect the house of our God.

Nehemiah 11
The People Occupy Jerusalem
11:1 ¶  Now the leaders of the people 
dwelt at Jerusalem; the rest of the 
people cast lots to bring one out of ten
[1/10th]  to dwell in Jerusalem, the 
holy city, and nine-tenths[9/10th]
were to dwell in other cities. 2  And 
the people blessed all the men who 

willingly offered themselves to dwell 
at Jerusalem. 3  These are the heads of 
the province who dwelt in Jerusalem. 
(But in the cities of Judah everyone 
dwelt in his own possession in their 
cities –– Israelites, priests, Levites, 
Nethinim, and descendants of Solo-
mon’s servants.) 4  Also in Jerusalem 
dwelt some of the children of Judah 
and of the children of Benjamin.
The children of Judah:
Athaiah[“Y HWH has helped”]

the son of Uzziah
[“my strength is YHWH”] ,

the son of Zechariah
[“Y HWH remembers”],

the son of Amariah
[“Y HWH speaks/has promised”],

the son of Shephatiah
[“Y HWH has judged”],

the son of Mahalalel
[“praise of God”] ,

of the children of Perez
[“breach”] ; 5  and

Maaseiah[“work of YHWH”]
the son of Baruch[“blessed”] ,
the son of Col-Hozeh[“all-seeing”] ,
the son of Hazaiah

[“Y HWH has seen”],
the son of Adaiah

[“Y HWH has adorned Himself”],
the son of Joiarib

[“Y HWH contends”],
the son of Zechariah

[“Y HWH remembers”],
the son of Shiloni

[“peace bringer”] . 6
All the sons of Perez who dwelt at Je-
rusalem were four hundred and sixty-
eight[468] valiant men. 7
And these are the sons of Benjamin:

Sallu[“weighed”]
the son of Meshullam[“friend”] ,
the son of Joed[“Y HWH is witness”],
the son of Pedaiah

[“Y HWH has ransomed”],
the son of Kolaiah

[“voice of YHWH”] ,
the son of Maaseiah

[“work of YHWH”] ,
the son of Ithiel[“God is with me”],
the son of Jeshaiah[aka Isaiah]

[“Y HWH has saved”]; 8
and after him

Gabbai[“my back”] and
Sallai[“weighed”] ,
nine hundred and twenty-eight[928]. 9
Joel[“Y HWH is God”]

the son of Zichri[“memorable”]
was their overseer, and

Judah[“praised”]
the son of Senuah[“bristling”]
was second over the city. 10

Of the priests:
Jedaiah[“Y HWH has known”]

the son of Joiarib
[“Y HWH contends”], and

Jachin[“He will establish”] ; 11

Seraiah[“Y HWH is ruler”]
the son of Hilkiah

[“my portion is YHWH”] ,
the son of Meshullam[“friend”] ,
the son of Zadok[“righteous”] ,
the son of Meraioth[“rebellious”] ,
the son of Ahitub

[“my brother is good(ness)”],
was the leader of the house of God. 12 

Their brethren who did the work of 
the house were eight hundred and 
twenty-two[822]; and
Adaiah[“Y HWH has adorned Himself”]

the son of Jeroham
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[“showing pity”] ,
the son of Pelaliah

[“Y HWH has judged”],
the son of Amzi[“my strength”] ,
the son of Zechariah

[“Y HWH remembers”],
the son of Pashhur[“freedom”] ,
the son of Malchijah

[“Y HWH is my king”], 13

and his brethren, heads of the fathers’
houses, were two hundred and forty-
two [242]; and
Amashai[“burdensome”]

the son of Azarel
[“God has helped”],

the son of Ahzai
[“my holder, protector”],

the son of Meshillemoth
[“recompense”],

the son of Immer[“he has said”],14

and their brethren, mighty men of 
valor, were one hundred and twenty-
eight[128].  Their overseer was
Zabdiel[“God is my endowment”]

the son of one of the great men. 15

Also of the Levites:
Shemaiah[“heard by YHWH”]

the son of Hasshub[“considerate”] ,
the son of Azrikam

[“help against the enemy”],
the son of Hashabiah

[“Y HWH has considered”],
the son of Bunni[“built”] ; 16

Shabbethai[“sabbatical”]  and
Jozabad[“Y HWH has endowed”],
of the heads of the Levites, had the 
oversight of the business outside of 
the house of God; 17

Mattaniah[“gift of YHWH”]
the son of Micha[“who is like”] ,
the son of Zabdi[“endowment”],

the son of Asaph[“gatherer”] ,
the leader who began the thanksgiving 
with prayer;
Bakbukiah[“wasting of YHWH”] ,
the second among his brethren; and
Abda[“servant of (YHWH)”]

the son of Shammua[“renowned”] ,
the son of Galal[“influential”] ,
the son of Jeduthun[“praising”] .18

All the Levites in the holy city were
two hundred and eighty-four[284]. 19 

Moreover the gatekeepers,
Akkub [“insidious”] ,
Talmon[“oppressor”] ,
and their brethren who kept the gates, 
were one hundred and seventy-two
[172].

20 ¶  And the rest of Israel, of the 
priests and Levites, were in all the cit-
ies of Judah, everyone in his inheri-
tance. 21  But the Nethinim dwelt in 
Ophel[“hill”] . And
Ziha [“parched”]  and
Gishpa[“caress”]
were over the Nethinim. 22  Also the 
overseer of the Levites at Jerusalem was
Uzzi [“strong”]

the son of Bani[“built”] ,
the son of Hashabiah

[“Y HWH has considered”],
the son of Mattaniah

[“gift of YHWH”] ,
the son of Micha[“who is like”] ,
of the sons of Asaph[“gatherer”] ,

the singers in charge of the service of 
the house of God. 23  For it was the 
king’s command concerning them that 
a certain portion should be for the 
singers, a quota day by day. 24

Pethahiah[“freed by YHWH”]

the son of Meshezabel
[“God delivers”] ,

of the children of Zerah[“rising”]
the son of Judah[“praised”] ,

wasat the king’s hand [the king’s dep-
uty] in all matters concerning the peo-
ple. 25  And as for the villages with 
their fields, some of the children of 
Judah dwelt in
Kirjath Arba[“city of Arba”]

and its villages,
Dibon [“wasting”]

and its villages,
Jekabzeel[“God gathers”]

and its villages; 26  in
Jeshua[“he is saved”],
Moladah[“birth” / “race”] ,
Beth Pelet

[“house (place) of escape”],27

Hazar Shual[“jackal village”] , and
Beersheba

[“well of the sevenfold oath”]
and its villages; 28  in

Ziklag [“winding”]  and
Meconah[“foundation”]

and its villages; 29  in
En Rimmon

[“fount of the pomegranate”],
Zorah[“hornet”] ,
Jarmuth[“heights”] , 30

Zanoah[“cast off”] ,
Adullam[“justice of the people”],

and their villages; in
Lachish[“invincible”]

and its fields; in
Azekah[“dug over”]  and its villages.
They dwelt from Beersheba to the 
Valley of Hinnom[“lamentation”] . 31 

Also the children of Benjamin from 
Geba[“hill”] dwelt  in
Michmash[“hidden”] ,

Aija [“heap of ruins”] , and
Bethel[“house of God”],
and their villages; 32  in
Anathoth[“answers to prayer”],
Nob[“high place”] ,
Ananiah[“Y HWH clouds”]; 33  in
Hazor[“castle”] ,
Ramah[“hill”] ,
Gittaim[“two winepresses”]; 34  in
Hadid[“sharp”] ,
Zeboim[“speckled”] ,
Neballat[“hidden folly”] ; 35  in
Lod [“travail”] ,
Ono[“vigorous”] , and
the Valley of Craftsmen. 36

Some of the Judean divisions of Le-
vites were in Benjamin.

Nehemiah 12
A History of the Priests and Levites
[This list begins with the priests and 
Levites who returned to Jerusalem 
with Zerubbabel in Artaxerxes’ twen-
tieth year [Art-20; 554 B.C. (Jones)]
and sweeps down to the time of Nehe-
miah [Art-32; 542 B.C. (Jones)]]
[This starts with a parallel:]

http://www.floydjones.org/chron.html
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[This list parallels the next:]
12:1 ¶  Now these are the priests and the 
Levites who came up with
Zerubbabel [“sown in Babylon”]

the son of Shealtiel
[“I have asked of God”], and

Jeshua [“he is saved”]:

Seraiah[“Y HWH is ruler”] ,
Jeremiah

[“whom YHWH has appointed”],
Ezra[“help”] , 2
Amariah

[“Y HWH speaks/has promised”],
Malluch_[“counselor”] , aka:

Hattush[“assembled”], 3 ???:
Shechaniah aka:

[“dweller with YHWH”] ,
Rehum[“compassion”], aka:
Meremoth [“elevations”] , 4 aka:

Iddo[“His witness”] ,

Ginnethoi[“gardener”] , aka:
Abijah [“Y HWH is my father”], 5
Mi_jamin [“from the right hand”] ,
Maadiah[“adorned of YHWH”] , aka:

Bilgah [“cheerfulness”], 6
Shemaiah[“heard by YHWH”] ,

Joiarib[“Y HWH contends”],
Jedaiah[“Y HWH has known”], 7
Sallu[“weighed”] , aka:
Amok [“to be deep”],
Hilkiah [“my portion is YHWH”] , and

Jedaiah[“Y HWH has known”].
[For v7b go two columns to the right.]

[ vv12-21moved from the next column:]
12 Now in the days of Joiakim, the 
priests, the heads of the fathers’ 
houses were:

of Seraiah, Meraiah [“rebellion”] ;
of Jeremiah, Hananiah

[“Y HWH has favored”]; 13

of Ezra, Meshullam [“friend”] ;
of Amariah, Jehohanan

[“Y HWH has graced”]; 14

of Melichu, Jonathan
[“Y HWH has given”];

of Shebaniah, Joseph
[“Y HWH has added”]; 15

of Harim, Adna [“rest”/“pleasure”] ;
of Meraioth, Helkai

[“my portion is YHWH”] ; 16

of Iddo, Zechariah
[“Y HWH remembers”];

of Ginnethon, Meshullam [“friend”] ;17

of Abijah, Zichri [“memorable”] ;
of Minjamin,his son;
of Moadiah, Piltai

[“my deliverances”]; 18

of Bilgah, Shammua [“renowned”] ;
of Shemaiah, Jehonathan

[“Y HWH has given”]; 19

of Joiarib, Mattenai [“gift of YHWH”] ;
of Jedaiah, Uzzi [“strong”] ; 20

of Sallai, Kallai [“swift”] ;
of Amok, Eber [“the region beyond”];21

of Hilkiah, Hashabiah
[“Y HWH has considered”]; and

of Jedaiah, Nethanel [“given of God”] .
[For v22 go to the next column.]

These were the heads of the priests 
and their brethren in the days of 
Jeshua. 8  Moreover the Levites were
Jeshua[“he his saved”],
Binnui [“built up”] ,
Kadmiel[“God is the ancient one”],
Sherebiah[“Y HWH has scorched”],
Judah[“praised”] , and
Mattaniah[“gift of YHWH”]
who led the thanksgiving psalms, he 
and his brethren. 9  Also
Bakbukiah[“wasting of YHWH”]  and
Unni [“afflicted”] ,
their brethren, stood across from them 
in their duties. 10

Jeshua begot Joiakim
[“Y HWH raises up”],

Joiakim begot Eliashib
[“God restores”] ,

Eliashib begot Joiada
[“Y HWH knows”], 11

Joiada begot Jonathan
[“Y HWH has given”], and

Jonathan begot Jaddua
[“knowing”] .

[ vv12-21are in the column to the left.]
22  During the reign of Darius the Per-
sian, a record was also kept of the Le-
vites and priests who had been heads 
of their fathers’houses in the days of 
Eliashib, Joiada, Johanan, and Jaddua. 
23  The sons of Levi, the heads of the 
fathers’houses until the days of Jo-
hanan the son of Eliashib, were writ-
ten in the Book of the Chronicles. 24 

And the heads of the Levites were
Hashabiah[“Y HWH has considered”],
Sherebiah[“Y HWH has scorched”], and
Jeshua[“he is saved”]

the son of Kadmiel
[“God is the ancient one”],

with their brothers across from them, 
to praise and give thanks, group alter-
nating with group, according to the 
command of David the man of God. 25

Mattaniah[“goft of YHWH”] ,
Bakbukiah[“wasting of YHWH”] ,
Obadiah[“servant of YHWH”] ,
Meshullam[“friend”] ,
Talmon[“oppressor”] , and
Akkub [“insidious”]
were gatekeepers keeping the watch at 
the storerooms of the gates. 26  These 
lived in the days of
Joiakim[“Y HWH raises up”]

the son of Jeshua[“he is saved”],
the son of Jozadak

[“Y HWH is righteous”],
and in the days of Nehemiah the gov-
ernor, and of Ezra the priest, the scribe.
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September 21
1 Chronicles 9:1b-34
Nehemiah 12:27-13:3
Nehemiah 5:14-19 from Sep 18
Nehemiah 13:4-31

1 Chronicles 9
The Returning Exiles
9:1b  But Judah was carried away cap-
tive to Babylon because of their un-
faithfulness.  2  And the first inhabi-
tants who dwelt in their possessions in 
their cities were Israelites, priests, Le-
vites, and the Nethinim.  3  Now in Je-
rusalem the children of Judah dwelt, 
and some of the children of Benja-
min, and of the children of Ephraim
and Manasseh: 4
Uthai [“helpful”]

the son of Ammihud
[“my kinsman is majesty”],

the son of Omri[“pupil of YHWH”] ,
the son of Imri[“eloquent”] ,
the son of Bani[“built”] ,
of the descendants of Perez

[“breach”] ,
the son of Judah[“praised”] .5

Of the Shilonites[inhabitants of Shi-
loh: “place of rest”]:

Asaiah[“made by YHWH”]
the firstborn

and his sons.  6

Of the sons of Zerah[“rising”] :
Jeuel[“God sweeps away”],

and their brethren
–– six hundred and ninety [690].  7
Of the sons of Benjamin:
Sallu[“weighed”]

the son of Meshullam[“friend”] ,
the son of Hodaviah

[“praise ye YHWH”] ,
the son of Hassenuah[“bristling”] ;8

Ibneiah[“Y HWH builds”]
the son of Jeroham

[“showing pity”] ;
Elah[“an oak”]

the son of Uzzi[“strong”] ,
the son of Michri

[“worthy of proce”] ;
Meshullam[“friend”]

the son of Shephatiah
[“Y HWH has judged”],

the son of Reuel[“friend of God”] ,
the son of Ibnijah

[“whom YHWH will build up”] ; 9
and their brethren, according to their 
generations –– nine hundred and fifty-
six [956].  All these men were heads 
of a father’s house in their fathers’ 
houses.

The Returning Priests
10  Of the priests:
Jedaiah[“Y HWH has known”],
Jehoiarib[“Y HWH contends”], and
Jachin[“He will establish”] ; 11

Azariah[“Y HWH has helped”]
the son of Hilkiah

[“my portion is YHWH”] ,
the son of Meshullam[“friend”] ,
the son of Zadok[“righteous”] ,
the son of Meraioth[“rebellious”] ,
the son of Ahitub

[“my brother is good(ness)”],
the officer over the house of God;12

Adaiah[“Y HWH has adorned Himself”]
the son of Jeroham

[“showing pity”] ,
the son of Pashur[“freedom”] ,
the son of Malchijah

[“my king is YHWH”] ;

Maasai[“work of the Lord”]
the son of Adiel

[“ornament of God”],
the son of Jahzerah

[“whom God leads back”],
the son of Meshullam[“friend”] ,
the son of Meshillemith

[“recompense”],
the son of Immer[“he has said”];13

and their brethren, heads of their fa-
thers’ houses –– one thousand seven 
hundred and sixty [1,760].  They were
very able men for the work of the ser-
vice of the house of God.

The Returning Levites
14 ¶  Of the Levites:
Shemaiah[“heard by YHWH”]

the son of Hasshub[“considerate”] ,
the son of Azrikam

[“help against the enemy”],
the son of Hashabiah

[“Y HWH has considered”],
of the sons of Merari[“bitter”] ; 15

Bakbakkar[“searcher”] ,
Heresh[“mute”] ,
Galal[“influential”] , and
Mattaniah[“gift of YHWH”]

the son of Micah[“who is like”] ,
the son of Zichri[“memorable”] ,
the son of Asaph[“gatherer”] ; 16

Obadiah[“servant of YHWH”]
the son of Shemaiah

[“heard by YHWH”] ,
the son of Galal[“influential”] ,
the son of Jeduthun[“praising”] ; and

Berechiah[“Y HWH blesses”]
the son of Asa

[“healer: injurious(?)”] ,
the son of Elkanah[“”] ,

who lived in the villages of

the Netophathites[“dropping”] .
17  And the gatekeepers were
Shallum[“retribution”] ,
Akkub [“insidious”] ,
Talmon[“oppressor”] ,
Ahiman[“my brother is a gift”] ,
and their brethren.  Shallum was the 
chief.  18  Until then they had been
gatekeepers for the camps of the chil-
dren of Levi at the King’s Gate on the 
east.  19

Shallum[“retribution”]
the son of Kore[“crier”] ,
the son of Ebiasaph

[“my father has gathered”],
the son of Korah[“bald”] ,

and his brethren, from his father’s 
house, the Korahites, were in charge 
of the work of the service, gatekeepers 
of the tabernacle.  Their fathers had 
been keepers of the entrance to the 
camp of the LORD.  20  And
Phinehas[“mouth of brass”]

the son of Eleazar
[“God has helped”]

had been the officer over them in time 
past; the LORD was with him.  21

Zechariah[“Y HWH remembers”]
the son of Meshelemiah

[“whom  YHWH repays”]
was keeper of the door of the taberna-
cle of meeting.  22  All those chosen as 
gatekeepers were two hundred and 
twelve [212].  They were recorded by 
their genealogy, in their villages.  
David and Samuel the seer had ap-
pointed them to their trusted office.

23  So they and their children were in 
charge of the gates of the house of the 
LORD, the house of the tabernacle, by 
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assignment.  24  The gatekeepers were 
assigned to the four directions: the 
east, west, north, and south.  25  And 
their brethren in their villages had to 
come with them from time to time for 
seven[7]  days.  26  For in this trusted 
office were four [4]  chief gatekeepers; 
they were Levites.  And they had 
charge over the chambers and treasur-
ies of the house of God.  27  And they 
lodged all around the house of God
because they had the responsibility,
and they were in charge of opening it
every morning.  28  Now some of them 
were in charge of the serving vessels, 
for they brought them in and took 
them out by count.  29 Some of them 
were appointed over the furnishings 
and over all the implements of the
sanctuary, and over the fine flour and 
the wine and the oil and the incense 
and the spices.  30  And some of the 
sons of the priests made the ointment 
of the spices.  31  Mattithiah[“gift of 
YHWH”]  of the Levites, the firstborn of 
Shallum[“retribution”]  the Korahite, 
had the trusted office over the things 
that were baked in the pans.  32  And 
some of their brethren of the sons of 
the Kohathites were in charge of pre-
paring the showbread for every Sab-
bath.  33  These are the singers, heads 
of the fathers’ houses of the Levites, 
who lodged in the chambers, and were
free from other duties; for they were 
employed in that work day and night.  
34  These heads of the fathers’ houses
of the Levites were heads throughout 
their generations.  They dwelt at Jeru-
salem.

Nehemiah 12
The Wall is Dedicated
27 ¶  Now at the dedication of the wall 
of Jerusalem they sought out the Le-
vites in all their places, to bring them 
to Jerusalem to celebrate the dedica-
tion with gladness, both with thanks-
givings and singing, with cymbals and 
stringed instruments and harps. 28 

And the sons of the singers gathered 
together from the countryside around 
Jerusalem, from the villages of the 
Netophathites[inhabitants of Neto-
phat: “dropping”] , 29  from the house 
of Gilgal [“a wheel, rolling”] , and 
from the fields of Geba[“hill”]  and 
Azmaveth[“strong unto death”]; for 
the singers had built themselves vil-
lages all around Jerusalem. 30  Then 
the priests and Levites purified them-
selves, and purified the people, the 
gates, and the wall.

31  So I brought the leaders of Judah 
up on the wall, and appointed two[2]
large thanksgiving choirs. One went 
to the right hand on the wall toward 
the Refuse Gate. 32  After them went
Hoshaiah[“Y HWH has saved”] and 
half of the leaders of Judah, 33  and
Azariah[“Y HWH has helped”],
Ezra[“help”] ,
Meshullam[“friend”] , 34

Judah[“praised”] ,
Benjamin[“son of my right hand”],
Shemaiah[“heard by YHWH”] ,
Jeremiah

[“whom YHWH has appointed”], 35

and some of the priests’ sons with 
trumpets ––

Zechariah[“Y HWH remembers”]
the son of Jonathan

[“Y HWH has given”],
the son of Shemaiah

[“heard by YHWH”] ,
the son of Mattaniah

[“gift of YHWH”] ,
the son of Michaiah

[“who is like YHWH”] ,
the son of Zaccur[“mindful”] ,
the son of Asaph[“gatherer”] , 36

and his brethren,
Shemaiah[“heard by YHWH”] ,
Azarel[“God has helped”],
Milalai [“eloquent”] ,
Gilalai [“weighty”] ,
Maai [“compassionate”],
Nethanel[“goven of God”],
Judah[“praised”] , and
Hanani[“gracious”] ,
with the musical instruments of David 
the man of God. Ezra the scribe went
before them. 37  By
the Fountain Gate,

in front of them, they went up
the stairs of the City of David, on
the stairway of the wall, beyond
the house of David, as far as
the Water Gate eastward.

38  The other thanksgiving choir went 
the opposite way, and I was behind 
them with half of the people on the 
wall, going past
the Tower of the Ovens as far as
the Broad Wall, 39  and above
the Gate of Ephraim, above
the Old Gate, above
the Fish Gate,
the Tower of Hananel,
the Tower of the Hundred, as far as

the Sheep Gate; and they stopped by
the Gate of the Prison.

40  So the two thanksgiving choirs 
stood in the house of God, likewise I 
and the half of the rulers with me; 41 

and the priests,
Eliakim [“God raises/sets up”],
Maaseiah[“work of YHWH”] ,
Minjamin [“from the right hand”] ,
Michaiah[“who is like YHWH”] ,
Elioenai[“unto YHWH are my eyes ”],
Zechariah[“Y HWH remembers”], and
Hananiah[“God has favored”],
with trumpets; 42  also
Maaseiah[“work of YHWH”] ,
Shemaiah[“heard by YHWH”] ,
Eleazar[“God has helped”],
Uzzi [“strong”] ,
Jehohanan[“Y HWH has graced”],
Malchijah[“my king is YHWH”] ,
Elam[“eternity”] , and
Ezer[“treasure”] .
The singers sang loudly with
Jezrahiah[“Y HWH will shine”]

the director. 43

Also that day they offered great sacri-
fices, and rejoiced, for God had made 
them rejoice with great joy; the 
women and the children also rejoiced, 
so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard 
afar off.

Provisions for Temple Worship
44 ¶  And at the same time some were 
appointed over the rooms of the store-
house for the offerings, the firstfruits, 
and the tithes, to gather into them 
from the fields of the cities the por-
tions specified by the Law for the 
priests and Levites; for Judah rejoiced 
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over the priests and Levites who min-
istered. 45  Both the singers and the 
gatekeepers kept the charge of their 
God and the charge of the purification, 
according to the command of David 
and Solomon his son. 46  For in the 
days of David and Asaph of old there 
were chiefs of the singers, and songs 
of praise and thanksgiving to God. 47 

In the days of Zerubbabel and
in the days of Nehemiah all Israel 
gave the portions for the singers and 
the gatekeepers, a portion for each 
day. They also consecrated holy 
things for the Levites, and the Levites 
consecrated them for the children of 
Aaron.

Nehemiah 13
13:1 ¶  On that day they read from the 
Book of Moses in the hearing of the 
people, and in it was found written 
that no Ammonite or Moabite should 
ever come into the assembly of God, 2 

because they had not met the children 
of Israel with bread and water, but 
hired Balaam against them to curse 
them. However, our God turned the 
curse into a blessing. 3  So it was, 
when they had heard the Law, that 
they separated all the mixed multitude 
from Israel.

Nehemiah 5:14-19 from Sep 18
Nehemiah 5
14 ¶  Moreover, from the time that I 
was appointed to be their governor in 
the land of Judah, from the twentieth 
year[Art-20; 454 B.C.(Jones)]  until 
the thirty-second year of King Artax-
erxes[Art-32; 442B.C.] , twelve[12]

years, neither I nor my brothers ate the 
governor’s provisions. 15  But the for-
mer governors who were before me 
laid burdens on the people, and took 
from them bread and wine, besides 
forty [40]  shekels of silver. Yes, even 
their servants bore rule over the peo-
ple, but I did not do so, because of the 
fear of God. 16  Indeed, I also contin-
ued the work on this wall, and we did 
not buy any land. All my servants 
were gathered there for the work. 17 

And at my table were one hundred and 
fifty [150] Jews and rulers, besides 
those who came to us from the nations 
around us. 18  Now that which was 
prepared daily was one[1]  ox and six
[6]  choice sheep. Also fowl were pre-
pared for me, and once every ten[10]
days an abundance of all kinds of 
wine.  Yet in spite of this I did not 
demand the governor’s provisions, be-
cause the bondage was heavy on this 
people. 19

[So Nehemiah prays:]
“Remember me, my God, for good, 
according to all that I have done for 
this people.”

Back to Nehemiah 13
Nehemiah’s Absence from Jerusalem
[Nehemiah left Jerusalem in 442B.C.

(Jones) and returned to his post in 
Susa as King Artaxerxes’ cupbearer.]
4  Now before this, Eliashib the priest, 
having authority over the storerooms 
of the house of our God, was allied 
with Tobiah. 5  And he had prepared 
for him a large room, where previ-
ously they had stored the grain offer-
ings, the frankincense, the articles, the 

tithes of grain, the new wine and oil, 
which were commanded to be given to 
the Levites and singers and gatekeep-
ers, and the offerings for the priests. 6 

But during all this I was not in Jerusa-
lem, for in the thirty-second year of 
Artaxerxes king of Babylon [Art-32; 
442B.C.]  I had returned to the king.  
Then after certain days I obtained 
leave from the king,

Nehemiah’s Return to Jerusalem
7  and I came to Jerusalem and discov-
ered the evil that Eliashib had done for 
Tobiah, in preparing a room for him in 
the courts of the house of God. 8  And 
it grieved me bitterly; therefore I 
threw all the household goods of To-
biah out of the room. 9  Then I com-
manded them to cleanse the rooms; 
and I brought back into them the arti-
cles of the house of God, with the 
grain offering and the frankincense.

10 ¶  I also realized that the portions for 
the Levites had not been given them; 
for each of the Levites and the singers 
who did the work had gone back to his 
field. 11  So I contended with the rul-
ers, and said,
“Why is the house of God forsaken?”
And I gathered them together and set 
them in their place. 12  Then all Judah 
brought the tithe of the grain and the 
new wine and the oil to the store-
house. 13  And I appointed as treasur-
ers over the storehouse
Shelemiah[“repaid by YHWH”]

the priest and
Zadok[“righteous”]  the scribe, and
of the Levites,

Pedaiah[“Y HWH has ransomed”];
and next to them was
Hanan[“he is merciful”]

the son of Zaccur[“mindful”] ,
the son of Mattaniah

[“gift of YHWH”] ;
for they were considered faithful, and 
their task was to distribute to their 
brethren. 14

[So Nehemiah prays:]
“Remember me, O my God, concern-
ing this, and do not wipe out my good 
deeds that I have done for the house of 
my God, and for its services!”

15 ¶ In those days I saw people in 
Judah treading wine presses on the 
Sabbath, and bringing in sheaves, and 
loading donkeys with wine, grapes, 
figs, and all kinds of burdens, which 
they brought into Jerusalem on the 
Sabbath day. And I warned them
about the day on which they were sell-
ing provisions. 16  Men of Tyre dwelt 
there also, who brought in fish and all 
kinds of goods, and sold them on the 
Sabbath to the children of Judah, and 
in Jerusalem. 17  Then I contended 
with the nobles of Judah, and said to 
them,
“What evil thing is this that you do, by 
which you profane the Sabbath day? 18 

Did not your fathers do thus, and did 
not our God bring all this disaster on 
us and on this city? Yet you bring 
added wrath on Israel by profaning the 
Sabbath.”19

So it was, at the gates of Jerusalem, as 
it began to be dark before the Sabbath, 
that I commanded the gates to be shut, 
and charged that they must not be 
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opened till after the Sabbath. Then I 
posted some of my servants at the 
gates, so that no burdens would be 
brought in on the Sabbath day. 20 

Now the merchants and sellers of all 
kinds of wares lodged outside Jerusa-
lem once or twice. 21  Then I warned 
them, and said to them,
“Why do you spend the night around 
the wall? If you do so again, I will lay 
hands on you!”
From that time on they came no more
on the Sabbath. 22  And I commanded 
the Levites that they should cleanse 
themselves, and that they should go 
and guard the gates, to sanctify the 
Sabbath day.
[So Nehemiah prays:]
“Remember me, O my God, concern-
ing this also, and spare me according 
to the greatness of Your mercy!”

23 ¶ In those days I also saw Jews who
had married women of Ashdod, Am-
mon, and Moab. 24  And half of their 
children spoke the language of Ash-
dod, and could not speak the language 
of Judah, but spoke according to the 
language of one or the other people. 25 

So I contended with them and cursed 
them, struck some of them and pulled 
out their hair, and made them swear 
by God, saying,
“You shall not give your daughters as 
wives to their sons, nor take their 
daughters for your sons or yourselves. 
26  Did not Solomon king of Israel sin 
by these things? Yet among many na-
tions there was no king like him, who 
was beloved of his God; and God
made him king over all Israel. Never-

theless pagan women caused even him 
to sin. 27  Should we then hear of your 
doing all this great evil, transgressing 
against our God by marrying pagan 
women?”28

And one of the sons of Joiada,
the son of Eliashib the high priest, was
a son-in-law of Sanballat the 
Horonite; therefore I drove him from 
me. 29

[So Nehemiah prays:]
“Remember them, O my God, because 
they have defiled the priesthood and 
the covenant of the priesthood and the 
Levites.”30

Thus I cleansed them of everything 
pagan. I also assigned duties to the 
priests and the Levites, each to his 
service, 31  and to bringing the wood 
offering and the firstfruits at appointed 
times.
[So Nehemiah prays:]
“Remember me, O my God, for good!”

September 22
Malachi 1:1-4:6

[Malachi’s ministry may have oc-
curred during the time of Nehemiah’s 
absence from Jerusalem beginning in
Artaxerxes’ 32nd year [Art-32; ~442 
B.C.].]
Malachi 1
The Prophecy of Malachi
1:1 ¶  The burden of the word of the 
LORD to Israel by Malachi.

The LORD’s Love for Israel
2 “I have loved you”,
says the LORD.
“Yet you say,
‘In what way have You loved us?’
Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?”
says the LORD.
“Yet Jacob I have loved; 3  But Esau I 
have hated, And laid waste his moun-
tains and his heritage For the jackals 
of the wilderness.”4
Even though Edom has said,
“We have been impoverished, But we 
will return and build the desolate 
places”,
Thus says the LORD of hosts:
“They may build, but I will throw 
down; They shall be called the Terri-
tory of Wickedness, And the people 
against whom the LORD will have in-
dignation forever.  5  Your eyes shall 
see, And you shall say,
‘The LORD is magnified beyond the 
border of Israel.’”
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Unworthy Sacrifices
6 ¶  “A son honors his father, And a 
servant his master.  If then I am the 
Father, Where is My honor? And if I 
am a Master, Where is My reverence? 
Says the LORD of hosts To you priests 
who despise My name.  Yet you say,
‘In what way have we despised Your 
name?’7
“You offer defiled food on My altar.  
But say,
‘In what way have we defiled You?’
By saying,
‘The table of the LORD is contempti-
ble.’ 8

And when you offer the blind as a sac-
rifice, Is it not evil? And when you 
offer the lame and sick, Is it not evil? 
Offer it then to your governor! Would 
he be pleased with you? Would he 
accept you favorably?”
Says the LORD of hosts.  9
“But now entreat God’s favor, That 
He may be gracious to us.  While this 
is being done by your hands, Will He 
accept you favorably?”
Says the LORD of hosts.  10

“Who is there even among you who 
would shut the doors, So that you 
would not kindle fire onMy altar in 
vain?  I have no pleasure in you”,
Says the LORD of hosts,
“Nor will I accept an offering from 
your hands.  11  For from the rising of 
the sun, even to its going down, My 
nameshall be great among the Gen-
tiles; In every place incense shall be
offered to My name, And a pure offer-
ing; For My name shall be great 
among the nations”,
Says the LORD of hosts.  12

“But you profane it, In that you say,
‘The table of the LORD is defiled; And 
its fruit, its food, is contemptible.’13

You also say,
‘Oh, what a weariness!’
And you sneer at it”,
Says the LORD of hosts.
“And you bring

the stolen, the lame, and the sick;
Thus you bring an offering!
Should I accept this from your hand?”
Says the LORD.  14

“But cursed be the deceiver Who has 
in his flock a male, And takes a vow, 
But sacrifices to the Lord what is 
blemished –– For I ama great King”,
Says the LORD of hosts,
“And My nameis to be feared among 
the nations.

Malachi 2
A Warning for the Priests
2:1 ¶  And now, O priests, this com-
mandment is for you.  2  If you will 
not hear, And if you will not take it to 
heart, To give glory to My name”,
Says the LORD of hosts,
“I will send a curse upon you, And I 
will curse your blessings.  Yes, I have 
cursed them already, Because you do 
not take it to heart.  3  Behold, I will 
rebuke your descendants And spread 
refuse on your faces, The refuse of 
your solemn feasts; And one will take 
you away with it.  4  Then you shall 
know that I have sent this command-
ment to you, That My covenant with 
Levi may continue”,
Says the LORD of hosts.  5
“My covenant was with him, one of 
life and peace, And I gave them to 

him that he might fear Me; So he 
feared Me And was reverent before 
My name.  6 The law of truth was in 
his mouth, And injustice was not 
found on his lips.  He walked with Me 
in peace and equity, And turned many 
away from iniquity.  7  For the lips of a 
priest should keep knowledge, And 
people should seek the law from his 
mouth; For he is the messenger of the 
LORD of hosts.  8  But you have de-
parted from the way; You have caused 
many to stumble at the law.  You have 
corrupted the covenant of Levi” ,
Says the LORD of hosts.  9
“Therefore I also have made you con-
temptible and base Before all the peo-
ple, Because you have not kept My 
ways But have shown partiality in the 
law.”

A Call to Faithfulness  10 ¶

Have we not all one Father?
Has not one God created us?
Why do we deal treacherously with 
one another By profaning the cove-
nant of the fathers? 11  Judah has dealt 
treacherously, And an abomination 
has been committed in Israel and in 
Jerusalem, For Judah has profaned 
The LORD’s holy institutionthat He 
loves: He[Judah] has married the 
daughter of a foreign god.  12  May the 
LORD cut off from the tents of Jacob 
The man who does this, being awake 
and aware, Yet who brings an offering 
to the LORD of hosts! 13  And this is the 
second[2nd]  thing you do: You cover 
the altar of the LORD with tears, With 
weeping and crying; So He does not 
regard the offering anymore, Nor re-

ceive it with goodwill from your 
hands.  14  Yet you say,
“For what reason?”
Because the LORD has been witness 
Between you and the wife of your 
youth, With whom you have dealt 
treacherously;
Yet she is your companion
And your wife by covenant.  15

But did He not make them one,
Having a remnant of the Spirit?
And why one?
He seeks godly offspring.
Therefore take heed to your spirit,
And let none deal treacherously

with the wife of his youth.  16 

“For the LORD God of Israel says That 
He hates divorce, For it covers one’s 
garment with violence”,
Says the LORD of hosts.
“Therefore take heed to your spirit, 
That you do not deal treacherously.”17

You have wearied the LORD with your 
words; Yet you say,

“In what way have we wearied Him?”
In that you say,

“Everyone who does evil
Is good in the sight of the LORD,
And He delights in them”,
Or,

“Where is the God of justice?”
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Malachi 3
The Coming Day of Judgment  3:1 ¶

“Behold, I send My messenger, and
He will prepare the way before Me.
And the Lord, whom you seek,
Will suddenly come to His temple,
Even the Messenger of the covenant,
In whom you delight.
Behold, He is coming”,
Says the LORD of hosts.  2
“But who can endure

the day of His coming?
And who can stand

when He appears?
For He is

like a refiner’s fire and
like launderer’s soap.  3

He will sit as
a refiner and
a purifier of silver;

He will purify the sons of Levi, and
purge them as gold and silver, 

That they may offer to the LORD

An offering in righteousness.  4  Then
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem

will be pleasant to the LORD,
as in the days of old,
as in former years.  5  And

I will come near you for judgment;
I will be a swift witness

against sorcerers,
against adulterers,
against perjurers,
against those who exploit

wage earners and
widows and
orphans, and

against those who turn away
an alien ––

Because they do not fear Me”,
Says the LORD of hosts.  6

A Call to Repentance
“For I amthe LORD, I do not change; 
Therefore you are not consumed,
O sons of Jacob.
7 ¶

Yet from the days of your fathers
You have gone away

from My ordinances
And have not kept them.
Return to Me, and I will
Return to you”,
Says the LORD of hosts.
“But you said,
‘In what way shall we return?’8

Will a man rob God?
Yet you have robbed Me!
But you say,
‘In what way have we robbed You?’
In tithes and offerings.  9

You are cursed with a curse,
For you have robbed Me,
Even this whole nation.  10

Bring all the tithes into the storehouse,
That there may be food in My house,
And try Me now in this”,
Says the LORD of hosts,
“If I will not
open for you the windows of heaven 
And
pour out for you such blessing
That there will not be room enough to 
receive it.  11  And I will rebuke the 
devourer for your sakes, So that he 
will not destroy the fruit of your 
ground, Nor shall the vine fail to bear 
fruit for you in the field”,
Says the LORD of hosts; 12

“And all nations will call you blessed, 
For you will be a delightful land”,
Says the LORD of hosts.

13 ¶ “Your words have been harsh 
against Me”,

Says the LORD,
“Yet you say,
‘What have we spoken against You?’14

You have said,
‘It is useless to serve God; What profit 
is it that we have kept His ordinance, 
And that we have walked as mourners 
Before the LORD of hosts? 15  So now 
we call the proud blessed, For those 
who do wickedness are raised up; 
They even tempt God and go free.’”

The LORD’s Promise of Mercy
16  Then those who feared the LORD

spoke to one another, And the LORD

listened and heard them; So a book of 
remembrance was written before Him
For those

who fear the LORD and
who meditate on His name.  17 

“They shall be Mine”,
says the LORD of hosts,
“On the day that I make them My 
jewels.  And I will spare them As a 
man spares his own son who serves 
him.” 18

Then you shall again discern
Between the righteous and

the wicked,
Between one who serves God and

one who does not serve Him.

Malachi 4
The Coming Day of Judgment
4:1 ¶ “For behold, the day is coming, 
Burning like an oven, And all the 
proud, yes, all who do wickedly will 
be stubble.  And the day that is com-
ing shall burn them up”,
Says the LORD of hosts,

“That will leave them
neither root nor branch.  2

But to you who fear My name
The Sun of Righteousness shall arise
With healing in His wings; and

you shall go out and
grow fat like stall-fed calves; 3

you shall trample the wicked,
for they shall be ashes

under the soles of your feet
On the day that I do this” ,
Says the LORD of hosts.
4 ¶

“Remember
the Law of Moses, My servant,

That I commanded him
in Horeb

for all Israel,with the
statutes and judgments.  5

Behold,
I will send you Elijah the prophet

before the coming of the
great and dreadful

day of the LORD.  6
And he will turn

the hearts of the fathers
to the children, And

the hearts of the children
to their fathers,

Lest I come and strike
the land [earth] with a curse.”
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September 23
Joel 1:1-3:21

[Joel’s ministry is thought to have 
taken place ~400 B.C.  Conditions in 
the book point to the time after the Ex-
ile, perhaps after Nehemiah was gov-
ernor of Judah.  However, dates as 
early as the eighth century B.C. have 
been proposed.]

Joel 1
The Prophecy of Joel
1 ¶  The word of the LORD that came to 
Joel[“Y HWH is God”] the son of 
Pethuel[“vision of God”] . 2  Hear 
this, you elders, And give ear, all you 
inhabitants of the land! Has anything 
like this happened in your days, Or 
even in the days of your fathers? 3 

Tell your children about it, Let your 
children tell their children, And their 
children another generation. 4  What 
the chewing locust, the swarming lo-
cust has eaten; What the swarming lo-
cust left, the crawling locust has eaten; 
And what the crawling locust left, the 
consuming locust has eaten. 5  Awake, 
you drunkards, and weep; And wail, 
all you drinkers of wine, Because of 
the new wine, For it has been cut off 
from your mouth. 6  For a nation has 
come up against My land, Strong, and 
without number; His teeth are the 
teeth of a lion, And he has the fangs of 
a fierce lion. 7  He has laid waste My 
vine, And ruined My fig tree; He has
stripped it bare and thrown it away; Its 
branches are made white.

8 ¶  Lament like a virgin girded with 
sackcloth For the husband of her 
youth. 9  The grain offering and the 
drink offering Have been cut off from 
the house of the LORD; The priests 
mourn, who minister to the LORD. 10 

The field is wasted, The land mourns; 
For the grain is ruined, The new wine 
is dried up, The oil fails. 11  Be 
ashamed, you farmers, Wail, you 
vinedressers, For the wheat and the 
barley; Because the harvest of the 
field has perished. 12  The vine has 
dried up, And the fig tree has with-
ered; The pomegranate tree, The palm 
tree also, And the apple tree –– All the 
trees of the field are withered; Surely 
joy has withered away from the sons 
of men. 13  Gird yourselves and la-
ment, you priests; Wail, you who min-
ister before the altar; Come, lie all 
night in sackcloth, You who minister 
to my God; For the grain offering and 
the drink offering Are withheld from 
the house of your God.

14 ¶  Consecrate a fast, Call a sacred 
assembly; Gather the elders And all 
the inhabitants of the land Into the 
house of the LORD your God, And cry 
out to the LORD. 15  Alas for the day! 
For the day of the LORD is at hand; It 
shall come as destruction from the 
Almighty. 16  Is not the food cut off 
before our eyes, Joy and gladness 
from the house of our God? 17  The 
seed shrivels under the clods, Store-
houses are in shambles; Barns are 
broken down, For the grain has with-
ered. 18  How the animals groan! The 
herds of cattle are restless, Because 

they have no pasture; Even the flocks 
of sheep suffer punishment. 19 O 
LORD, to You I cry out; For fire has 
devoured the open pastures, And a 
flame has burned all the trees of the 
field. 20  The beasts of the field also 
cry out to You, For the water brooks 
are dried up, And fire has devoured 
the open pastures.

Joel 2
Locusts Invade Like an Army
2:1 ¶  Blow the trumpet in Zion, And 
sound an alarm in My holy mountain! 
Let all the inhabitants of the land
tremble;
For the day of the LORD is coming,
For it is at hand: 2

A day of darkness and gloominess,
A day of clouds and thick darkness,
Like the morning clouds spread over 
the mountains.
A people come, great and strong,
The like of whom has never been; Nor 
will there ever be any such after them,
Even for many successive generations.3

A fire devours before them,
And behind them a flame burns;
The land is like

the Garden of Eden
before them, And
behind them

a desolate wilderness;
Surely nothing shall escape them. 4

Their appearance is
like the appearance of horses; and
like swift steeds, so they run. 5

With a noise like chariots
Over mountaintops they leap,
Like the noise of a flaming fire

that devours the stubble,

Like a strong people
set in battle array. 6

Before them the people writhe in pain;
All faces are drained of color. 7 

They run like mighty men,
They climb the wall like men of war;
Every one marches in formation,
And they do not break ranks. 8

They do not push one another;
Every one marches in his own column.

[Literally his own highway]
Though they lunge between the weapons,
They are not cut down.
[That is, they are not halted by losses]9

They run to and fro in the city,
They run on the wall;
They climb into the houses,
They enter at the windows like a thief.10

The earth quakes before them,
The heavens tremble;
The sun and moon grow dark, and
The stars diminish their brightness. 11

The LORD gives voice before His army,
For His camp is very great;
For strong is the One

who executes His word.
For the day of the LORD is

great and very terrible;
Who can endure it?
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A Call to Repentance
12 ¶ “Now, therefore”,
says the LORD,
“Turn to Me

with all your heart,
with fasting,
with weeping, and
with mourning.”13

So rend your heart,
and not your garments;

Return to the LORD your God,
For He is gracious and merciful,
Slow to anger, and of great kindness;
And He relents from doing harm. 14

Who knows if He will turn and relent,
And leave a blessing behind Him ––
A grain offering and a drink offering
For the LORD your God? 15

Blow the trumpet in Zion,
Consecrate a fast,
Call a sacred assembly; 16

Gather the people,
Sanctify the congregation,
Assemble the elders,
Gather the children and nursing babes;
Let the bridegroom go out

from his chamber,
And the bride from her dressing room.17

Let the priests,
who minister to the LORD,

Weep between the porch and the altar; 
Let them say,

“Spare Your people, O LORD, and
Do not give Your heritage to reproach, 
That the nations should rule over them.
Why should they say among the peoples,
‘Where is their God?’”

The LORD’s Promise of Restoration 18 ¶

Then the LORD will
be zealous for His land, and
pity His people. 19

The LORD will
answer and
say to His people,

“Behold,
I will send you

grain and new wine and oil,
and you will be satisfied by them;
I will no longer make you

a reproach among the nations. 20  But
I will remove far from you

the northern army, and
  will drive him away

into a barren and desolate land,
with his face toward the eastern sea
and his back toward the western sea;
his stench will come up, and
his foul odor will rise, because
he has done monstrous things.”21

Fear not, O land;
Be glad and rejoice,
For the LORD has done

marvelous things! 22

Do not be afraid, you beasts of the field;
For the open pastures are springing up,
And the tree bears its fruit;
The fig tree and the vine

yield their strength. 23

Be glad then, you children of Zion,
And rejoice in the LORD your God;
For He has given you

the former rain faithfully,
[Or the teacher of righteousness]

And He will cause
the rain to come down for you ––

the former rain, and
the latter rain

in the first month. 24

The threshing floors shall
be full of wheat, and

The vats shall
overflow with new wine and oil. 25

“So I will restore to you the years that
the swarming locust has eaten,
the crawling locust,
the consuming locust, and
the chewing locust[1:4] ,

My great armythat I sent among you.26

You shall
eat in plenty and be satisfied, and
praise the name of the LORD your God,
Who has dealt wondrously with you;

And My people shall never
be put to shame. 27

Then you shall know that
I am in the midst of Israel:
I amthe LORD your God
And there is no other.
My people shall never

be put to shame.
28 ¶  [ 28-32a quoted by Peter: Ac 2:17-21]
And it shall come to pass afterward that
I will pour out My Spirit

on all flesh;
Your sons and your daughters

shall prophesy,
Your old men

shall dream dreams,
Your young men

shall see visions. 29

And also
on My menservants and
on My maidservants

I will pour out My Spirit
in those days. 30  And

I will show wonders
in the heavens and
in the earth:

blood and

fire and
pillars of smoke; 31

the sun shall be turned
into darkness, And

the moon
into blood,

Before the coming of the
great and awesome

day of the LORD. 32

And it shall come to pass that
whoever calls on

the name of the LORD

shall be saved.
For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem

there shall be deliverance,
as the LORD has said,

among the remnant
whom the LORD calls.”

Joel 3
Judgment Against Enemy Nations
3:1 ¶  “For behold,
in those days and
at that time,
When I bring back the captives of 

Judah and Jerusalem, 2

I will also gather all nations,
and bring them down to

the Valley of Jehoshaphat; and
I will enter into judgment

with them there
On account of

My people,
My heritage Israel,

Whom they have scattered
among the nations;

They have also divided up My land. 3

They have cast lots for My people,
have given a boy as payment

for a harlot, and
sold a girl for wine,



http://www.genesishistory.org/content/1yrNehemiah.pdf 20

that they may drink. 4  Indeed,
What have you to do with Me,

O Tyre and Sidon,
and all the coasts of Philistia?

Will you retaliate against Me?
But if you retaliate against Me,

Swiftly and speedily
I will return your retaliation

upon your own head; 5

Because you
have taken My silver

and My gold, and
have carried into your temples

My prized possessions. 6

Also the people of Judah
And the people of Jerusalem
You have sold to the Greeks,
That you may remove them far

from their borders. 7  Behold,
I will raise them

out of the place to which
you have sold them, and

  will return your retaliation
upon your own head. 8

I will sell
your sons and your daughters

into the hand of
the people of Judah,

And they will sell them
to the Sabeans, [literally, Sheba-
ites; cf. Is 60:6, Eze 27:22)]
to a people far off;

For the LORD has spoken.”

9 ¶  Proclaim this among the nations:
“Prepare for war!
Wake up the mighty men,
Let all the men of war draw near,
Let them come up. 10

Beat your plowshares into swords and
your pruning hooks into spears;

Let the weak say,
‘I am strong.’” 11

Assemble and come, all you nations,
And gather together all around.
Cause Your mighty ones to go down 
there, O LORD. 12

“Let the nations be wakened, and 
come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; 
For there I will sit to judge all the sur-
rounding nations. 13

Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe.
Come, go down;
For the winepress is full,

The vats overflow ––
For their wickedness is great.”14

Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of 
decision!
For the day of the LORD is near in the 
valley of decision. 15

The sun and moon will grow dark, and
The stars will diminish their brightness.16

The LORD also will roar
from Zion,

And utter His voice
from Jerusalem;

The heavens and earth will shake; But 
the LORD will be a shelter for His peo-
ple, And the strength of the children 
of Israel. 17

Blessings for God’s People
“So you shall know that
I amthe LORD your God,
Dwelling in Zion My holy mountain.
Then Jerusalem shall be holy,
And no aliens shall

ever pass through her again.18 ¶

And it will come to passin that day
That

the mountains shall drip
with new wine,

the hills shall flow
with milk, and

all the brooks of Judah shall be
flooded with water;

a fountain shall flow
from the house of the LORD and
water the Valley of Acacias. 19

Egypt shall be a desolation, and
Edom a desolate wilderness,
Because of violence

against the people of Judah,
For they have shed innocent blood

in their land. 20

But Judah shall abide
forever,

And Jerusalem
from generation to generation. 21

For I will acquit them
of the guilt of bloodshed,
whom I had not acquitted;

For the LORD dwells in Zion.”

September 24
Forward to: Gospels

__________________________________

Schedule of Readings
Date   Nehemiah Link or
Sept. Start End Exceptional
18 1:1 5:13 -19 to Sep 22
19 6:1 9:38
20 10:1 12:26
21 1 Ch 9:1b 9:34

12:27 13:3
5:14 5:19 from Sep 18
13:4 13:31

22  Mal 1:1 4:6
23  Joel 1:1 3:21

Relevant to Creation:
Nehemiah 9:6
You alone are the LORD;
You have made heaven,
The heaven of heavens,

with all their host,
The land [earth] and everything on it,
The seas and all that is in them, and
You preserve them all.
The host of heaven worships You. 7

You arethe LORD GOD [Adonai YHWH] ,

Malachi 2  10 ¶

Have we not all one Father?
Has not one God created us?
Why do we deal treacherously with 
one another By profaning the cove-
nant of the fathers?

14  Yet you say,
“For what reason?”
Because the LORD has been witness 
Between you and the wife of your 
youth, With whom you have dealt 
treacherously;
Yet she is your companion
And your wife by covenant.  15

But did He not make them one,
Having a remnant of the Spirit?
And why one?
He seeks godly offspring.
Therefore take heed to your spirit,
And let none deal treacherously

with the wife of his youth.  16 

“For the LORD GOD [Adonai YHWH]  of 
Israel says That He hates divorce, For 
it covers one’s garment with vio-
lence”,
Says the LORD of hosts.
“Therefore take heed to your spirit, 
That you do not deal treacherously.”17
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